
 
February                                                                                                                                                                       2011 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 

meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Kenneth Watkins,  KE5ISN                                                                                                    

 

   Hope February finds every one in good 
health.  Though on a sad note, CTARC 
expresses its condolences to Jerry Lodan 
- KE5AXA, on the passing of his Mother 
Nita Lodan on January 27th.  Our hearts 
go out to his family. 
   The big news in January has been the 
weather. Many parts of the U.S. have 
experienced heavy snow and ice. Here in 
Central Texas, much needed rainfall has 
been received. At my QTH, 4.58 inches 
of rain fell. While this is a significant 
amount for the month, we are still in a 
drought. This rainfall prompted many 
counties to lift their outdoor burn bans. 
A lot of dead and dry grass is still 
present, so use caution with any outdoor 
activities that involve fire. 
   SKYWARN training continues in 
Central Texas. Upcoming locations and 
dates are listed on the following page in 
this news letter.  Try to attend a session 
in your county.  
   President’s Day is February 21. Most 
government offices and banks will be 
closed. Make your plans accordingly. 
The month of February also brings us 
Valentine's Day and makes us especially 
think of our ladies.  In this special 
edition of the Wavelength, we salute the 
ladies of our wireless hobby. 
 
                                                     - 73 de KE5ISN 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   The Lake Whitney Amateur Radio 
Society reports that the N5QHO repeater 
in Hillsboro, 146.780(-) PL 123.0, will 
be linked to the N5DDC repeater in 
Corsicana, 145.290(-) No PL, the 
W5UOK repeater in  Buffalo,147.280(+) 
PL 146.2, and the WA5SLG repeater in 
Franklin,146.960(-) No PL, will all be 
linked to the National Weather Service 
for reporting bad weather.  The W5ZMI 
repeater in Mexia on 145.390(-) PL 
123.0, will be linked also when it is back 
on the air.           - Information courtesy WB5YFX 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

When Texans were asked the ten things 
they liked best about Texas and the ten 
things they liked least, weather headed 

both lists.  – Peggy Hein 
 



 
 

February NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 
 

February 3rd:                      February 10th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                 KE5ISN          
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                    K6WXA 
 

February 17th:                    February 24th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA              KF5LNX   
Back-Up:  KF5LNX                    AD5SK 
 

 
 

   Free to a good home… 250 feet of 
hard-line coax, plus a 40 foot tower. 
Contact Joe Dorn – W5VEX, at (254) 
939-5918 or via jbdvex@gmail.com. 
   Nearly like new, galvanized aluminum 
& brass rooftop antenna tripod mount. 
Contact Rick Murray - K6WXA at (254) 
690-1303 or via: k6wxa@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 

 
 

   The Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club 
K6PV, will be activating Santa Catalina  
Island in the NA-066 island group, from 
Feb. 23rd to Feb. 27th.  For more info contact 
Ray Day, N6HE at rayday@cox.net 

 

 
 

Bell County:  (Basic & Advanced 
Training) Saturday, February 12th, 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM, at the Belton ISD 
Administration Building (Boardroom) 
400 North Wall St., in Belton. 
 

Hill County:  (Basic Spotter Training 
Only)  Monday, February 7th, 7:00 PM to 
9:00 PM, at the Church on the Hill, 2000 
Old Brandon Road, in Hillsboro. 
 
Travis County:  (Basic & Advanced 
Training) Saturday, February 19th, 8:15 
AM – 4:15 PM at the University of 
Texas Pickle Research Campus, 
Commons Bldg., Big Tex Auditorium in 
Austin.  For more information on this 
training session, please visit: 
http://www.utexas.edu/depts/grg/kimmel
/skywarn2011.html  
 

 
 

Skywarn Training Material: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Basic Spotters Field Guide 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/i
mages/fwd/pdf/broch_basi

c_spotter.pdf  

Advanced Spotters Field 
Guide 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/i
mages/fwd/pdf/broch_adv_
spotter.pdf  
 

South Central Texas 
Skywarn Spotter Manual 

http://www.utexas.edu/dept
s/grg/kimmel/SCTXSkywa

rnManual.pdf 



Who’s Who 
in Amateur Wireless 

 

 
M. Adaire Garmhausen, 3BCK 

 

   While certainly not the first female 
ham radio operator, Miss M. Adaire 
Garmhausen, 3BCK, is the first “YL”. 
It all came about when she submitted an 
article to QST, “How to Build a Wireless 
Station” in early 1920.  She received a 
letter back on the official ARRL QST 
letterhead from Edwin C. Adams.  It was 
dated May 13, 1920 and read: 
 

Miss M. Adaire Garmhausen, 
516 W. 27th St., 
Baltimore, Md. 
 

My Dear YL:- 
We have had to coin a new phrase for 
your benefit as you will readily see that 
OM will not fit and OL would certainly 
be most inapplicable.  Thank you very 
much indeed for your most amusing 
history of the trials and tribulations of a 
lady ham.  We will be very pleased to 
present this to the radio fraternity in an 
early issue of QST. 
Again thanking you and assuring you of 
our best wishes, we remain 
Sincerely yours, 
THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
By E.C. Adams  (signed) 

   Her article was published in the July 
issue of QST.  She became quite a 
celebrity, both in Baltimore and Hart- 
ford.  She was an excellent operator and 
many a local, single, young ham became 
smitten with her good looks and radio 
abilities. 
   She admits she was born May 28th, 
1899, but swears she does not look a day 
over sixteen.  Being a telegraph operator 
by trade, she went to wireless school just 
after the war and found a QST somebody 
had left lying about.  Our budding YL 
says she was struck by the spirit of the 
organization. 
   When she put in her first set, the 
reigning forces offered her every dis- 
couragement known to mankind, so she 
retired to her shell.  Her articles in July 
1920 QST (“How to Build a Wireless 
Station”) and May 1921 (“Breaking 
Out”) tell in her own words of her 
experiences in getting started. 
   No ham has ever laid eyes on her 
station, despite sundry pleadings, and 
she swears “no ham ever shall until I get 
darn good and ready to let him.”  She 
admits her room “looks more like a 
blacksmith’s shop than a young lady’s 
boojwar.” 
   In spite of all her modesty we find that 
Miss Garmhausen holds two certificates 
in electrical engineering and is working 
for the last one necessary to get a 
diploma. 
 

 
 



Going Mobile with your HT 
Rick Murray, K6WXA 

 

 
 

   The Lido LM-800 sells for $14.95, plus $5.00 shipping & handling.  More info on this 
can be found at:  http://www.lidomounts.com/catalog/item/1478816/4979439.htm.  This 
mount will also accommodate a control head, by removing the four screws and exposing 
the faceplate, then bolting your control head directly to the faceplate. 
   I bought one of these a few years back for use with a hand-held scanner.  I was 
expecting to get what I saw in the picture (as above) instead, the one I received had a 
stiff, but flexible neck – a nice feature!  I guess they modified their product without 
updating its photo.  (See picture below left)   
   Some other additions to complete your mobile HT installation would of course be a 
speaker/mic for your HT as well as an external magnetic mount antenna.  Your HT comes 
with an “SMA” antenna jack.  Nearly all mag mount antennas come with PL-259 connec- 
tors at the end of their coax runs.  There are two options to hook the two together. 
 

 

   Let’s assume for the moment, you’re just getting 
started in amateur radio and you haven’t yet 
purchased a mobile rig for your car.  But you have 
made the initial purchase of your favorite HT; 
whatever make and model it might be. 
   Sure you’re able to talk on it while driving, but 
the HT’s “rubber duck” antenna is rather limited; 
especially inside of a car, and while driving it has a 
tendency to slide around on the seat next to you. 
   Here’s a handy solution… the Lido LM-800 

Cup Holder Mount. 
   This mount slips into your car’s cup holder and 
has a base which turns, that locks the mount firmly 
into place within the cup holder.  From there a 
notch at the top of the mount allows the belt clip 
fastener of your HT to affix it in place. 

   One is a 4-foot length of coax with the appropriate connectors 
pre-assembled in place.  This is available through Universal 
Radio as Part #4513 for $18.95 plus shipping & handling.  See: 
http://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/parts/4513.html. 
   Another option also available through Universal Radio is to 
order a SMA M-SO239 connector, Part# 2976, which sells for 
$3.95 plus shipping & handling.  See their web page for info:   
http://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/parts/smadapt.html. 

    While the connector is the least expensive way to go and will 
work, it can put physical stress on your radios small SMA 
antenna connector.  So your best bet is to go with the four foot 
length of coax that I mentioned. 
   I’ve placed orders through both these companies and each is 
reputable.                                                                   73 de K6WXA 



Birth of the “Thirty-Three” 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                    Clara Reger, W2RUF 

 

Clara had her ticket, she also had a rig. 
Because she was just startin’ it wasn’t very big. 
She slowly tuned the crystal, and watched the meter drop. 
Then tapped the key a couple times to be sure it wouldn’t stop. 
Now everything was ready, she called a short CQ 
and received an answer on thirty-six sixty-two. 
They chewed the fat ‘bout stuff and things, ‘bout dresses, work and dates. 
They finally called it QRT the girl sent eighty-eights. 
Clara thought it might funny, whether it be Miss or Misses; 
to end a perfect QSO by sending “Love and Kisses” 
It sounds too sentimental; just a little too much “goo” 
To be sending “Love and Kisses” to a girl the same as you. 
For an entire week she pondered; wouldn’t even touch the rig. 
She pushed her slide rule by the hour, employing “logs” and “trig”. 
She added and subtracted, what could the answer be? 
To reach a happy medium twixt eighty-eight and seventy-three. 
Clara finally looked up from her work all smiles and not forlorn. 
T’was July in Nineteen Forty that thirty-three was born. 
There’s no real definition but its meaning is known well; 
It’s how a YL says good evening to another friend YL. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

    The CW abbreviation “33”, which means 
“love sealed with friendship and mutual 
respect between one YL and another YL”, 
was coined by Clara Reger, W2RUF and 
adopted officially by the YLRL in 1940.   
    A poem about the origin of the YL 33, 
“Birth of the Thirty-Three” was written in 
honor of Clara Reger and her accomplish- 
ments both in the establishment of the YLRL 
and her longtime efforts to teach Morse code 
to new operators.  
 

Kansas Girl Genius Operates Television-Radio Station 
 

   Conquering fields which very few men have ventured eighteen-year-
old Eleanor Thomas of Kansas City, MO., is assistant engineer of 
television station W9XBY.  Finding the life on a college campus too 
prosaic Miss Thomas, a mathematical genius for a girl, decided to leave 
and enter an engineering school. 
   Throughout the course the young woman excelled in her studies and 
upon her graduation she was appointed to the position she now holds.  
She is the youngest member of her sex ever to pass the difficult 
examinations for a first class operator’s license from the Federal 

Communications Commission.     – “Modern Mechanix” magazine, June 1936 



Three Medium-Wave DX Tests in February 
Frederick R. Vobbe, W8HDU 

 

 
0800 UTC, radio station KHMO 1070 Kilohertz in Hannibal, Missouri, will conduct a 
DX test for SWL’s worldwide.  The test will be with Morse code, sweep tones, and voice 
announcements for five-minutes at the top of the first hour with its five-kilowatt, three-
tower, day pattern, and then five-minutes at the top of the second hour at its one-kilowatt, 
six-tower, night-time power. 
 

 
hundred watts, non-directional, day power.  Then WLIQ will test for twenty minutes at 
two-hundred-ninety watts non-directional, critical hours power.  Finally, for the last 
twenty minutes of the hour, they will test at three watts, non-directional, night power. 
That’s right, we said three watts which is almost micro power on the AM broadcast band. 

 

 
sound bites at one-kilowatt, non-directional, day power.  For the second half of the test, 
the content will be the same but the power will be reduced to two-hundred-fifty watts, 
non-directional for its critical hours power. 
   If you would like to receive a QSL, you can send a written report, or a cassette or CD to 
the Chief Engineer of these stations by sending reports to: Gary Glaenzer, c/o (Put the 
call letters of the station whose DX test you are reporting on the next line), 325 East 
Douglas Avenue, Jacksonville, Illinois 62650.  
   Tapes or CDs will be accepted along with written reports but must be cued up to the 
point of where the best reception is.  If sending in a report by mail, you must include a 
return, self addressed, stamped envelope if you expect to get back a QSL or any reply. 
 

 
 
 
 

   If you are an SWL or a ham with a good 
Medium Wave receiver, listen up.  On 
Saturday, February 12th, at precisely 0700 and 

   Also on February 12th, from 0900 to 1000 
UTC, WLIQ 1530 Kilohertz in Quincy, Illinois 
will conduct a DX test of its own.  WLIQ will 
test for twenty minutes using Morse code, 
sweep tones, voice announcements, special 
music, sound bites and the like at its’ fourteen-

   The third and last test is on Saturday, February 19th.  
This one will be will be from 0700 to 0800 UTC from 
WLRB, 1510 Kilohertz from Macomb, Illinois.  The 
WLRB test for the first thirty-minutes will use Morse 
code, sweep tones, voice announcements, special music, 

   The reports are being sent to the engineers’ home address, not the 
station.  So please be patient, as Mr. Glaenzer is the Chief Engineer for 
16 radio stations in Missouri and Illinois.  E-QSLs are available.  Send 
them to the engineer at glaenzer@frontier.com with both the station call 
letters and the words "DX Test" in the subject line.  
 



More Women Drawn to Ham Radio 
Sarah Friesen, The Oregonian 

 
   VERNONIA -- Among them is Dawn Moss, who helped air emergency messages as 
Vernonia flooded in 2007.  Dawn Moss laughs off any suggestion that she is a hero.  But 
among amateur radio operators, her story has taken on heroic proportions.  
 

 
                                                                                                                                             Dawn Moss, KE7HHI 
 

   The mother of two spends her free time training volunteers, participating in drills and 
offering communication links for events such as the Oregon International Air Show.  Her 
voice carries no regret over leaving her belongings to help people during the flood.   “If I 
had to do this again, I'd probably do the same thing, but maybe grab a few more personal 
things,” she said.  “It's just the way I'm wired.” 
  “Some people said that I should have taken care of myself first,” she said, “but I 
couldn't when I knew that there might be someone out there in trouble.” 
   Moss is among the growing number of women who have joined Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service, better known as ARES, a network of Federal Communications 
Commission-licensed amateur radio operators who work behind the scenes when disaster 
hits a community.  
   These days, when the weather is clear, she chats with other radio operators about road 
conditions and community events.  But when storm clouds gather, she feels extra 
adrenaline. 
   Steve Sanders, state director, said the number of women members is growing, 
especially in Washington County, where 28 percent are women compared with about 10 
percent statewide.  There are more than 14,300 “hams” throughout the state, but only 
about 5 percent are members of this organization and are specially trained to assist law 
enforcement, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Department of 
Homeland Security in emergencies, Sanders said.  
   Bonnie {AB7ZQ} and Mark Altus {AC7ZQ} of McMinnville travel around the state 
training and testing novices who seek FCC licenses.  “When I was younger, it was mostly 
a male hobby because so much of it was based on electronics and Morse code, and not of 
much interest to women I knew,” said Bonnie Altus, 54.  “There are many more women 
today, because all they need is a study of basic electronics and a willingness to help their 
community.”  
 

   When floodwaters poured into her 
Vernonia home in 2007, she hustled her 
children and pets to safety and then rushed to 
the Community Emergency Response Team 
center.  For 36 hours, she broadcast 
emergency messages and helped direct aid 
and rescue efforts.  By the time Moss, 38, 
returned home, nearly everything she owned 
was underwater.  
   After months of living with friends and 
camping in a FEMA trailer, Moss returned 
home with her family. 



SKYWARN Members Keep an

Eye on the Weather 

 

Jessica Cooley, The Lufkin Daily News 
 

   A group of East Texans are keeping an 
eye on the sky to warn the community of 
impending severe weather. 
   Angelina County SKYWARN is a 
joint venture between the amateur radio 
community and the National Weather 
Service, according to its vice president 
Jerry Wilson {K5JLW}.  “The ham 
radio community has historically been 
involved because during storms, 
routinely power lines go down and when 
power lines go down, telephone systems 
go down. If you don’t have a method of 
communication, it doesn’t do you much 
good,” Wilson said. “Ham radio 
operators are known to be able to stick 
an antenna up on anything and make it 
work. We’re the guys that when all else 
fails, we get the message through. You 
don’t have to be a radio operator to be 
involved though.” 
   The local SKYWARN chapter has 10 
active members who keep a watch over 
East Texas for all types of weather 
events.  “We report things like a river 
about to crest, heavy rains, trees down or 
the unusual sighting of a tornado, but 
more than likely the aftermath,” Wilson 
said. “With cell phones now, the need 
for SKYWARN isn’t as great as it was 
10 or 20 years ago, but the thrill is still 
there.” 
   Part of the thrill, Wilson said, is being 
able to give reports to the National 
Weather Service. 
   Because the National Weather Service 
certifies all SKYWARN members, its 
meteorologists take the semi-amateur 
reports seriously.  “Every year the NWS 
comes into this area and does three 
SKYWARN training classes,” Wilson 
said. “Two are normally held in Lufkin,  

one in the fall and one in the spring and 
one in the fall in Nacogdoches. The 
classes are free. Anyone who is 
interested in weather, and most of us are, 
are invited to attend these classes.” 
   During the typically two-hour class, 
the National Weather Service presents a 
PowerPoint presentation with videos 
showing people in trouble due to 
weather situations. 
“Some of it gets rather graphic and the 
language gets rather graphic,” Wilson 
said.  When you see what’s happening 
though, you would agree the language 
was quite appropriate for the situation.” 
 

 
 

   During the past month FEMA 
introduced three new courses to its’ 
independent study program as well as 
several revisions to pre-existing courses:  
IS-20.11 Diversity Awareness; IS-21.11 
Civil Rights and FEMA Disaster 
Assistance; IS-235.a Emergency 
Planning; IS-240.a Leadership & 
Influence; IS-241.a Decision Making 
and Problem Solving; IS-242.a Effective 
Communication; IS-244.a Developing & 
Managing Volunteers and IS-246.11 
Implementing the Defense Priorities and 
Allocations System.  
   For a complete list of all the courses 
available through FEMA, please visit: 
http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp 
 

 
Florence V. Wallace, 2GA (later VK2FV) Australia’s first 

female amateur radio operator, licensed in 1922 



 
 

 
                                                                                                                                  The ad from the May 1939 QST that started it all. 

   It was that lace-bordered ad for “Two Hundred 
Meters and Down” in May 1939 QST that started 
the whole thing.  It got W7FWB curious, and just a 
little bit annoyed.  So she sat down and wrote a 
letter to the editor.  “How many YL key-twitchers 
are there?” she demanded.  “Nobody seems to 
know, but I think we could tell.”  And she went on 
to ask YL’s everywhere to write to her, telling her 
all about themselves. 
   The result is the YLRL – the Young Ladies’ 
Radio League.  Little did W7FWB dream, when 
she suggested “Perhaps we can band ourselves 
together in a YLRL or something” that the 
organization would materialize and grow to its 
present grand estate.  From its inception, the 
YLRL has been fairly pulsating with activity. 
   The actual organization date was October, 1939.  
It was then that the constitution was adopted and 
temporary officers elected.  The officers then were: 
 

President - Ethel Smith, W7FWB 
Vice President - Carol Keating, W9WWP 
Secretary - Enid Carter, W9NBX 
Publicity Chairman - Anita Bien, W8TAY 
District Chairmen: 
W1GQT – Lida King 
W2IXY – Dorothy Hall 
W3FXZ – Mary LeVan 
W4DAI – Mrs. E.F. Sanford 
W5DEW – Mary Palmer 
W6RGX – Genevieve Capstaff 
W7FWB – YLRL President 
W8SBB – Mary Stocking 
W9CHD – Lenore Kingston 
 

   A low yearly membership fee of 25¢ a year 
(many girls proved their optimism by paying 2 to 4 
years dues in advance!) boosted the roster to 71 
paid members in a few months’ time.  Thirty 
states, plus Alaska, Canada, Puerto Rico and 
Hawaii contributed to this enrollment.  
    



 
  Ethel Smith – W7FWB Founder & 1st President of the YLRL 

ship list since it was discovered that the only feminine thing about him was his desire to 
be a member of the YLRL!” 
   By this time the Ham world was taking official recognition of the youngster in its 
midst, not yet a year old.  The May, 1940 issue of QST carried the article “The YL's 
Unite!”  Also in May, the YLRL set forth the policy to use the term “YL” for all licensed 
amateur operators of the feminine sex. 

 
 

   Whether it is a one-watt or one-kilowatt signal you tune in, you are going to hear from 
the YLRL members, for a CQ means each member is bearing in mind the slogan of their 
first Vice-President, Carol Keating - W9WWP… “We Women Persist”! 
   The YLRL has grown and prospered - in 2009 it celebrated its 60th anniversary.  But 
the original question to which an answer was sought has never been answered.  The lace-
trimmed ad for “Two Hundred Meters and Down” said “... you won't tell - how many of 
you YL key-twitchers there are...”  Just how many licensed YL operators are there?  The 
nearly 1,100 members in YLRL are only a portion of those licensed in the U. S. and else- 
where. 
   Anyway, whatever they’re called – YL’s, XYL’s or OW’s – we love ‘em! 
   For more information on the Young Ladies’ Radio League, please visit their website at: 
http://www.ylrl.org  
                                                                                           

   The first monthly news sheet was published 
in November.  From a wide variety of names 
submitted, the girls chose “YL Harmonics.”  
The OM’s offered such helpful suggestions as 
‘Parasitic Oscillations’ or ‘Spurious 
Radiations’ or ‘Hamettes’ and ‘QTT’ (Quick 
To Tell.) 
   In the February 1940 issue, Enid warns: “Be-
ware the OM who passes himself off as a YL.  
W1IOR has been removed from our member- 

   A QSO with any of these operators should 
not lack for a conversational topic. 
   Despite all the funning about women liking 
to talk, most of the YL’s are on CW.  Code 
operation comes easier for “…one who has 
gained a sense of rhythm through music appre-
ciation or typing…” and since many have 
learned such coordination this has aided 
immeasurably in their good code operation. 
   A good listening ear in the phone bands will 
convince you, too, that the girls can also hand 
you a critical report and know something about 
peaks, sidebands and modulations.  
   What made these girls radio-minded?  Most 
followed suit since their OM’s had licenses.  
But the majority started from scratch using the 
License Manual and the ARRL Handbook. 



Progress Continues Towards 

Fort Hood MARS Station 
 

   CTARC’s Cody Schleppegrell – KF5HWA, has been continuing talks and coordination 
with the Information Office, G-6 III Corps, on Fort Hood and has so far convinced them 
as to the benefits of having such a station in place now and not wishing they had one, 
when and if the need arose. 
   Backing Cody in his efforts has been Lew Thompson – W5IFQ, the state director for 
Texas Army MARS.   

 
 

   Another aspect still under discussion, is which Command will be sponsoring the 
station; that is to say, who exactly is going to be responsible for signing for everything 
connected with the station. 
   What is needed now, are additional personnel willing to commit some time and effort 
into making the Fort Hood MARS station a reality, and to show the powers-that-be that 
there is personnel willing to commit to this endeavor.  Positions are available as full-time 
MARS members, Auxiliary Members and Support Staff.  
   There are certain requirements within these positions as provided by Texas Army 
MARS and Army Regulation 25-6.  Some of these requirements include:  Have a General 
Class or higher, amateur radio license; complete FEMA Courses IS-100.a, IS-200.a, IS-
700.a and IS-800.a; participate in at least 3 hours actual or training emergencies/exercises 
per year; participate as a net control at least once per quarter; and participate in on-the-air 
MARS activities at least 9 to 15 hours per quarter.  This may sound like a lot of time, but 
with the work needed to be done just to get the station up and running, along with the 
amount of nets that MARS conducts, all of these could be easily attainable. 
   What is needed relatively immediately, is three or more General Class licensee’s to 
meet the basic requirement for the establishment of a MARS station on Fort Hood.  If 
you would be interested in participating, contact Cody Schleppegrell – KF5HWA, at: 

 
                                                                                                                                           1942 “WAVE” Recruitment Poster 

   Part of those continuing talks has evolved around just where a 
MARS station could be located on Fort Hood.  The previous 
facility on inspection, was found severely weather damaged and 
not cost effective to repair, thus requiring its’ demolition.  Some 
suggestions have been made to place it within the medical center, 
the Post EOC or possibly the law enforcement dispatch center, 

but no final decisions have been made. 

Kf5hwa@yahoo.com, and he can be reached on 
his cell phone at:  (218) 929-2451. 
  For further information on Texas Army MARS, 
visit: https://www.txarmymars.org and for more 
information on the Army MARS program, and a 
complete over-view of Army Regulation 25-6, 
visit: http://www.apd.army.mil/pdffiles/r25_6.pdf  
   This is a great opportunity to do something 
new and add an additional asset to amateur radio 
emergency communications in the local area, and 
with no out of pocket costs. 



 
 

 
Punxsutawney Phil 

 

Gobbler’s Knob, Pennsylvania…  Pre- 
dawn fireworks lit up the early morning 
sky, signaling the gathering crowds that 
what they came to see and hear; the most 
celebrated weather forecast of the year; 
was soon to be forth coming. 
   At just about 7:25 AM, Punxsutawney 
Phil - Seer of Seers, Sage of Sages, 
Prognosticator of Prognosticators, 
Weather Prophet Extraordinaire, 
National Treasure and most photo- 
graphed Pennsylvanian – emerged from 
his winter sleep, then, speaking to his 
select group of human handlers, known 
as the Inner Circle, in Groundhogese, 
Punxsutawney Phil indicated that he had 
failed to see his shadow, and made the 
prediction of an early spring. The Inner 
Circle then translated Phil's words for 
the world to hear. 
      While Phil's proponents maintain 
that his predictions are 100 percent 
accurate, the U.S. National Climatic 
Data Center has estimated that Phil is 
only correct about 40 percent of the 
time.  The NCDC reached their 
conclusion by taking Phil's predictions 
and comparing them with average  

An Early Spring 

Predicted 
 

temperatures in February and March.          
   Groundhog Day on February 2nd, is a 
way to have a little fun at mid-winter, 
but generally climate records and 
statistics tell us that winter isn't over yet.      
   Climatologically speaking, the three 
coldest months of the year are 
December, January and February.  So 
winter still has a bit to go before the 
vernal equinox on Sunday March 20th, 
which will kick off the first official day 
of spring. 
   Groundhog Day has its origins in an 
ancient celebration of a point mid-way 
between the Winter Solstice and the 
Spring Equinox.  Superstition has it that 
fair weather was seen as forbearance of a 
stormy and cold second half to winter.  
The early Christians in Europe establish- 
ed the custom of Candlemas Day, when 
the clergy would bless candles and 
people would light them in each window 
of their homes to ward off the darkness 
of mid-winter.  The old English saying: 
 

If Candlemas be fair and bright, 
Winter has another flight. 
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, 
Winter will not come again. 

 

   In Germany, meanwhile, it was the 
hedgehog that played a starring role in a 
similar belief.  Farmers waited for late 
winter to watch the hibernating animal to 
come out of his burrow.  If the hedgehog 
saw his shadow on a bright, sunlit day he 
quickly returned to hibernate... and thus 
put the official stamp on a prediction of 
six more weeks of winter for German 
farmers.  German settlers later brought 
the old belief with them to Pennsylvania, 
replacing the hedgehog with the more 
common American groundhog. 



   When he's not predicting the weather, 
Phil lives in a climate-controlled home at 
the Punxsutawney Library where he is 
cared for by members of the Inner 
Circle. 
 

 
Members of the Inner Circle 

 

      Phil is reputed by the Inner Circle to 
be more than 125 years old, surviving 
beyond a marmot's normal life span 
thanks to the strong constitution of his 
wife, Phyllis, and a steady diet of an 
"elixir of life," served every summer at 
the annual Groundhog Picnic, of which 
there are curiously no photographs.   
   Despite these claims, such longevity 
would make Punxsutawney Phil a 
statistical anomaly, to say the least—
groundhogs in captivity typically live no 
longer than about ten years, Then again, 
Phil, weighing in at 20 pounds versus the 
usual 13, is anything but ordinary. 
      The first official Groundhog Day 
was celebrated on February 2, 1886.  
Over the course of Phil's appearances, 
Phil has had numerous noteworthy 
highlights:  
   During Prohibition Phil threatened to 
impose 60 weeks of winter on the 
community if he wasn't allowed a drink.  
   In 1958 Phil announced that it was a 
"United States Chucknik," rather than a 

Soviet Sputnik or Muttnik that became 
the first man-made satellite to orbit 
Earth.  
   In 1981 Phil wore a yellow ribbon in 
honor of the American hostages in Iran.  
   Phil traveled to Washington DC in 
1986 to meet with President Reagan. He 
was joined by Groundhog Club 
President Jim Means, Al Anthony and 
Bill Null.  
   Phil met Pennsylvania Governor Dick 
Thornburg in 1987.  
   In 1993, Columbia Pictures released 
the movie Groundhog Day starring Bill 
Murray.  In the years following the 
release of the movie, record crowds 
numbering as high as 30,000 have 
visited Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutaw- 
ney.  
   Phil appeared on the Oprah Winfrey 
show in 1995.  
   In 2001, Phil's prediction was shown 
live on the JumboTron at Times Square 
in New York City.  Pennsylvania 
Governor Ed Rendell attended the 
ceremonies, making him the first sitting 
governor ever to do so. 
   Phil's yearly Groundhog Day predic- 
tions are even entered into the Congres- 
sional Record. 
   To really experience Groundhog Day 
you have to believe.  After all, meteor- 
ologists are correct only about 70% of 
the time.  Phil is always right.  To quote 
George Michael: “You gotta have faith.” 
 



CC&R Relief Legislation Ready 

 

John Stratton, N5AUS  
Vice Director, ARRL West Gulf Division 

 

   The WG legislative team is working to 
file the CC&R Relief bills in this Texas 
Legislative Session that it filed, to great 
support, in the 2009 Legislature.  The 
team members are currently meeting 
with Representatives and Senators to 
finalize the supporters and sponsors for 
the bill.  We intend to file the bill in the 
Senate and the House within the next 
two weeks. 
   To obtain passage of the Texas CC&R 
Bill, it will be important for each of you 
to contact your Representative and 
Senator – when asked to so.  Please wait 
until the Bill is actually filed. Concerted 
contact is more effective than random 
contacts. 
   You should expect to receive E-Mail 
notices providing updates and requesting 
action.  You will also be able keep up to 
date at www.WestGulfLegislation.org 
and www.WestGulfDivision.org  
   Depending on recommendations from 
Kevin O’Dell, OK SM, we may file a 
duplicate of the Texas CC&R Bill in the 
Oklahoma Legislature.  Stay tuned.  

 
 

 
       From the cover of “Radio News” September, 1920                     

Amateur Radio Emergency 

Communications Enhancement 

Act Reintroduced Before 

Congress 
 

Norm Seeley, KI7UP 
 

   The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications Enhancement Act, 
which died at the end of the 111th 
Congress, has been reintroduced in the 
112th Congress as HR 81. According to 
an ARRL credited posting on Facebook, 
the sponsor is Representative Sheila 
Jackson Lee of Texas.  

 

   The objective of the bill which is 
supported by the ARRL is for the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to study 
the uses and capabilities of Amateur 
Radio communications in emergencies 
and disaster relief. Also it would identify 
and make recommendations regarding 
impediments to amateur radio 
communications, such as the effects of 
private land use regulations on 
residential antenna installations.  
   Representative Jackson Lee first 
introduced the bill as HR 2160 in the 
111th Congress in April 2009. It gained 
an additional 41 co-sponsors but did not 
progress out of the committee of 
jurisdiction. A similar bill introduced in 
the Senate as S 1755 as made it all the 
way through that body in December 
2009, but likewise was not taken up by 
the House. Now, in 2011, a lot of hams 
are hoping that this latest version will 
make it though both houses of Congress 
and become the law of the land. 
 



 
 

 
Rebecca Rich, KBØVVT 

Amateur Extra Class at 8 years of age. 
 

 
Yvette Cendes, KB3HTS 

Featured image on Wikipedia of “Ham Radio Girl” 

 

 
15 year old Kathleen Parkin, 6SO 

From the “Electrical Experimenter” October 1916 
She built her own 1/4kW apparatus. 

 

 
 

 
This call is now held by a YL! 

 

 
Graynella Packer, first woman to serve as a 

commercial wireless operator.  She is seen here 
operating the wireless station aboard the 

steamship “Mohawk” in 1916. 
 

 
 

   A coating of finger nail polish thinned 
down with cuticle remover will lower the 
frequency of a crystal in no uncertain terms.  
If the first coat is too thick, a light 
application of the emery board will bring it 
to the frequency desired.  No effect upon 
strength of oscillation has been noticed.  
 – W4DMC                               (QST May 1940) 


