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   I would like to start off by welcoming Sammy Ragsdale - KF5JZJ to the Central Texas 
Amateur Radio Club.  We are glad to have you as our newest member and hope to hear 
you on the net on Thursdays. 
   The 21st of April 1836, dawned bright and beautiful a few miles southeast of present 
day Houston.  The main forces of the Texas army were there, totaling about 750 men. 
They faced over 1500 of the enemy, when Houston’s long awaited order to advance was 
given, the Texans did not hesitate.  When within seventy yards the word “fire” was given, 
the Texans shouts of “Remember the Alamo” and “Remember Goliad” rang along the 
entire line.  Within 18 minutes, 700 Mexicans were slain, with another 730 taken as 
prisoners.  The battle for Texas was won. 
   Measured by its results, San Jacinto was one of the most decisive battles of the world. 
The freedom of the Republic of Texas from Mexico led to the annexation by the United 
States in 1845 and eventually to the Mexican War.  This acquisition, by the United States 
of the Republic of Texas led to the States of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, 
California, Utah, and parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Oklahoma.  Almost one-
third of the present area of the American nation, nearly a million square miles of territory, 
changed sovereignty. 
   In observance of San Jacinto Day, many State offices will be closed so you may want to 
plan any of your activities around this. 
   March 21st saw the arrival of spring.  Spring time brings the arrival of warmer 
temperatures but near record high temperatures is not what is expected.  Spring time also 
means that trees are in pollination and I hope your allergies are not causing too many 
problems.  Hopefully April will bring showers so we can have May flowers. 
   April 2nd is the Belton Ham Expo.  Hope you have a little money available to come out 
and at least look at the new and used equipment and the experience that will be offered.  
This is also a good time to have an eye ball QSO with your friends and to make new 
friends.  A VE test session is being offered for all classes of license, pass the word to 
anyone wanting to obtain their first ham ticket or if you want to upgrade to the next class 
of license.  More detailed information on Ham Expo and the VE test session can be found 
elsewhere in this issue.      
   Hope to see you in Belton. 
 

73 de KE5ISN 

 



World Amateur Radio Day 
 
 

 

founded.  
   It is no secret that a lot of professionals 
in the field of radio, TV, communica- 
tions, electronics, etc., have started their 
technical education as young radio 
amateurs.  Although amateur radio has a 
different face nowadays – Digital 
Communications, Voice over Internet 
Protocol, Satellite up and downlinks, 
etc., – it is even of greater value as a 
foundation for technical knowledge for 
youngsters.  And much more – it is and 
should be used as a unique attraction for 
future young radio amateurs.  
   World Amateur Radio Day provides an 
occasion to promote and publicize 
amateur radio.  Many ways can be 
considered – inviting youngsters to radio 
clubs, showing up on the air with a 
special callsign, organizing a station in a 
public area with media coverage or 
publicly honoring amateurs who have 
made significant contributions.  What- 
ever method is chosen, clubs should 
think about publishing a Press Release 
for the media, giving the background to 
World Amateur Radio Day, and 
promoting the value of amateur radio as 
a foundation for a technical career.   

 

 

 
 

April NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 
 

April 7th:                                  April 14th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                  KF5LNX 
 

April 21st:                                April 28th: 
Net Control:  KF5LNX              W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                     AD5SK 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   This past month FEMA added four 
new courses to their independent study 
program:  IS-75 Military Resources in 

Emergency Management; IS-265 Basic 

Instructional Skills; IS-906 Workplace 

Security Awareness and IS-907 Active 

Shooter: What You Can Do.  

   For a complete list of all the courses  
available through FEMA, please visit: 
http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp  

 
 

   Each year on April 18th, 
radio amateurs, celebrate 
World Amateur Radio Day. 
On that day, 86 years ago, in 
1925, the International 
Amateur Radio Union was 



 
 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Temple Amateur 
Radio Club -W5LM, the Belton Hamfest 

returns to the Bell County Exposition 
Center in Belton, Saturday, April 2nd 

from 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
   Getting there is easy; from U.S. 
Highway 190 take the exit for Loop 121 
and follow the signs to the Exposition 
Center. Plenty of free parking! 
   Talk-in frequency is 146.820(-) PL 
123, and call for W5LM. 
   General admission for the public is 
$5.00 at the door.  Admission price 
includes one free raffle ticket for various 
door prizes raffled off during the event. 
Winners must be present to collect their 
winnings. 
   For more information, please visit: 
http://www.tarc.org/hamexpo 
 

 
 

 
 

   In conjunction with the HamExpo, 
amateur radio tests will be given at the 
Belton Police Station, sponsored by the 
Central Texas Amateur Radio Club. 
   The police station is located at 2nd and 
Birdwell (about a block west of the 
Belton Burger King hamburger joint). 
The testing will begin at 11:00 AM and 
end when all applicants have been 
tested, usually around 1:00 PM. 
   Since the test session is in conjunction 
with the very popular Ham Expo, we 
expect between 25 and 50 people taking 
the tests.  This requires at least 10 
Volunteer Examiners to properly staff 
the event. The VE’s participating should 
be on site by 10:30.  Both General and 
Extra VE’s are needed since all test 
levels are being made available.   
   Directions from the Bell County Expo 
Center:   turn right as you leave the Expo 
Center and take IH-35 North – you can 
stay along the frontage road – then take 
exit 294A to Central Avenue.  Then turn 
one block west (left) to Birdwell, then 
two blocks north (right) to the Belton 
Municipal Courts and Police building 
located at Second and Birdwell. 
   This is a ‘Ham Community’ effort and 
all area VE’s are needed and most 
welcome to participate.  If you will be 
able to participate, please send an email 
to Joe Dorn - W5VEX, at: 
w5vex@arrl.net, or you can contact him 
by phone at (254) 939-5918 or (254) 
721-0829. 
   People taking the test do not need to 
register before hand, just show up at test 
time.  A photo ID and one other form of 
ID is required.  The test fee is $15.00. 
 

 

 



 
 

Audit Committee Selected 
 

   At the March 1st CTARC meeting, an 
Audit Committee was selected to 
conduct a review of the club’s treasury 
account and related book-keeping.   
   The volunteer audit committee is 
comprised of Joe Dorn-W5VEX, Gil 
Rymer-W5GLR and Walter Mezynski- 
KE5DPS.  Volunteering as an alternate 
if needed, was Preston Clark-KF5EVV. 
 

CTARC Public Event Shirts 
 

   Gil Rymer-W5GLR, brought up that 
when CTARC is participating in some 
public event, we should have some kind 
of shirt – more than a T-shirt, such as a 
polo or golf type shirt with the club logo 
on it.  He says his sister is in this kind of 
business and will follow-up the subject 
with her. 
 

Have a bad HT battery? 
 

   There was a discussion brought up in 
which some of the members HT’s were 
found to have bad batteries that needed 
to be replaced. 
   Your Editor has had very satisfactory 
results in obtaining replacement HT bat-
teries through the NiCad Lady.  Given 
the make and model of an HT, she can 
usually find the required replacement at 
a very reasonable price.   
   Her website can be found at: 
http://www.nicdladyonline.com   

 

Coming in May 

 

   May 6th, 7th, and 8th is the Central 
Texas Air Show in Temple.  If you’d 
like to help out in this event, contact 
Myron Mesecke-N5TFK, of TARC at:  
meseckem@vvm.com  

   Also in May on the 28th, is the Tour d’ 
Temple Bike Ride.  If you can help out 
with this event, contact Kenneth Watkins 
KE5ISN at ke5isn@aol.com .  More info 
on both of these events as they become 
available. 
 

 
 

Seldom seen Slim 
 

 
Photo courtesy Lake Whitney Amateur Radio Society 

 

   Most of us who participate in the 
weekly CTARC nets know each other at 
a glance.  Especially our Net Control op-
erators.  But here’s one you may not 
know; the voice who’s always heard but 
never seen – Bud Garretson, AD5SK. 
   According to the Lake Whitney Ama-
teur Radio Society, over the years the 
furniture may change, but Bud always 
knows where the operating position is. 

   Thanks for all you do Bud! 

 

 
 

   The Williamson County Amateur 
Radio Club - WC5T, has installed a re-
peater in Taylor on 145.450(-) with a PL 
tone of 162.2 as part of their ARES sys-
tem. 
   The WCARC primary repeater just 
west of Georgetown, can be found on 
146.640(-) and also has a PL tone of 
162.2. 

 

Information courtesy Dick Foster, W5TA 



ARES (and survival) Lessons to be learned from Japan Earthquake 
Gary Lang, K4GHL 

 
   The news from Japan each day seems to get more and more devastating.  Thousands 
without power, water, basic needs, shelter and clothing.  Here in the USA, anyone who 
has had contact with Emergency Management in almost any way, has been told time and 
again, prepare yourself and your family for survival for 72 hours without assistance from 
anyone. 
   While most of us can not expect to be effected by a tsunami, more commonly we are hit 
with ice storms, heavy snowfall, tornadoes and everyone’s favorite, hurricanes. 
 

 
 

along with high energy snack bars, a self powered AM/FM radio, bottled water, a list of 
your current medications, and over $100 in small bills (if the power is out, so are the 
ATM’s and most cash registers/credit card machines), cables of the length needed to 
connect your home radio to your vehicles battery, eating utensils, Sterno cans, candles in 
plastic bags... all enough for your family? 
 

 

upon to help others.  
   Remember that 72 hours worth of food, water, meds, etc., is the MINIMUM and that 
such provisions must be in quantities sufficient for each individual person to be supported 
by the cache.  The people in the heavily impacted areas of Japan are now well beyond 
that 72 hour period and many are still without food, water, shelter, etc. 
   Hams, especially ARES/RACES hams, should be some of the best “prepared” people in 
the country.  It is not only reasonable to have your home and family prepared, but each 
vehicle, because it is your ‘moveable home’ should be at least minimally prepared.  Just 
like all those people in Japan, your home can be destroyed and unusable in moments.  
Make sure you have the bare essentials in your vehicle as well as it may have to be your 
home for the foreseeable future. 
   One simply cannot be over-prepared.  

   In some fashion, if you live long enough, you WILL experience 
one of the aforementioned disasters.  You may not be out of 
power for more than a day or three, but, an average of a week or 
more for the larger storms is quite possible.   
   In our general world, our homes will remain intact.  Do you 
have enough food for a week in non-perishable form?  Gas for 
your generator?  Propane for your gas grill or heater?  Do you 
have a couple days of clothes packed in a weather resistant box, 

   I ask that each of you, as you read the 
headlines of the issues facing those in 
Japan, both at the landing site of the 
tsunami as well as the outlying area’s 
without normal services, please think of 
what you would need to survive a week for 
you and your family, how would you 
communicate with the outside world if all 
you normally use were to be gone, and 
what you would need if you were called 
upon to help others?  



70cm Band Threatened 
 

David Woolweaver, K5RAV  
ARRL Gulf Division Director 

 
   Your assistance to defend one of our amateur bands is urgently requested.  This is an 
important issue for every Amateur Radio Operator in the nation.   
   You may have already heard that our 440 MHz band is being threatened by a bill 
introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives.  In its current form, HR 607 provides 
for the reallocation of other spectrum for auction to commercial users in order to offset 
the loss of revenue that will occur as the result of the allocation of the “D-Block” to 
Public Safety instead of commercial auction.  Among the bands to be reallocated for 
commercial auction within ten years of passage of HR 607 are the paired bands of 420-
440 MHz and 450-470 MHz.   
   The concept for this proposed network has merit.  Everyone wants first responders to 
have the radio systems they need in order to protect themselves and us.  However, there is 
absolutely no need to reallocate for auction the 440 MHz band to make it happen.  We 
must let our U.S. Representatives know we oppose the current wording of HR 607. 
   What can you do?  A web site to automatically prepare a letter opposing HR 607 has 
been created to assist you.  Go to: http://www.kd4pyr.net/hamletter.htm.   
   Insert your call sign where indicated and follow the simple instructions.  The name and 
address of your U.S. Representative will automatically be inserted into the letter along 
with your name and address.  The letter will then be displayed ready to be printed and 
signed.  - Be sure to sign it.  Letters without a handwritten signature are not effective. 
   Signed letters can be sent by fax or postal mail to - 
   

John Chwat 
Chwat & Co., 

Suite 103, 625 Slaters Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Fax number: (703) 684-7594 

 
   Chwat and Co. is the ARRL’s legislative relations firm in Washington, D.C.   
 
   Why should the letter be mailed to John Chwat and NOT your Representative?  There 
are two reasons.  First, all postal mail addressed to members of the U.S. Congress is 
delayed 6 to 8 weeks to search for the inclusion of hazardous materials.  Remember the 
Anthrax incident?  Second, Mr. Chwat will increase the value of your individual 
letter by combining it with others.  He will then hand-carry the stack of letters directly to 
your Representative's office.  This manner of delivery makes a particular impact on 
members of Congress. 
   Share the web site information with your amateur radio friends.  It is not necessary to 
be an ARRL member to use the site.  The more letters sent to Representatives the better.   
   This is your opportunity to make a stand against this legislation.  
Help save the 70cm band by completing and mailing the opposition letter as requested. 
   Thank you for your help and support in this important effort.  
 
 

  



President Moves to Stop Mob Rule of Wireless 
 

The New York Herald  
( with contributions by Dwight Johnson, KI5WI ) 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                 President William Howard Taft 

 

Instead the discussion was merely general, with admission by all that the chaos in the 
wireless field was a disgrace to the nation, and that severe penalties should be prescribed 
for infringements taking place at a great crisis on the seas like the disaster of yesterday.  
   The President himself had the consequences of this chaos brought home to him in a 
grueling and unwelcome fashion today when he groped through a maze of wireless 
messages communicated to the White House from various sources in a vain endeavor to 
hear news concerning his military aid, Major Butt, on board the ill fated ship. There were 
upward of a hundred messages received at the White House today, but some were 
incomplete, others were garbled, many were apparently unreliable and few could be 
relied upon.  
   From the offices of the White Star line, came reports to the President that it was 
practically impossible to get any reliable information by wireless because of the great 
number of wireless concerns breaking into the field and because of the work of amateur 
operators. 

 
 

one end of the civilized world to the other that the Titanic was en route for Halifax under 
her own steam at six o'clock at night when as a matter of fact the vessel had been sixteen 
hours at the bottom of the sea.  

April 17, 1912…  “President Taft presided at a conference at 
the White House this afternoon to urge the regulation of 
wireless telegraphy in conformity with international 
regulations, but found little necessity for argument, for the 
staggering disaster of the Titanic, coupled with the wireless 
chaos concerning relief work and accurate reports, was in 
itself a demonstration which will serve for all time to show 
that regulation is imperative. 
   The Titanic disaster has fairly swept off their feet those 
opposing wireless regulation. 
   The necessity for regulation today stands out so clear that 
the White House conference found no time to discuss it at all. 

   It appears that the disaster to the Titanic had 
no sooner been flashed over the seas than about 
every wireless instrument along the coast 
within range began operations, sending and 
receiving with no thought of others, so that the 
net result soon became a hopeless jumble, from 
which distorted and inaccurate messages were 
patched up in haphazard fashion and 
announced to the anxious world. 
   It is believed here that this chaos was respon- 
sible for the messages that were flashed from 



This same chaos is held responsible for the reports that passengers were being calmly 
taken off the ship in the afternoon, when the ship really went down at twenty minutes 
past two o'clock in the morning.  The same chaos is held responsible here for the maze of 
garbled reports which now are as tragic as they are ludicrous.” 
 

 
                                                                                                                                Wireless Room of the RMS Titanic - MGY 

5 kilowatt motor generator, and backed up by an emergency generator and batteries, the 
ship’s radio had a guaranteed range of 250 miles under any weather conditions, and could 
usually maintain communications over 400 miles. 
   In the aftermath of the Titanic tragedy, there was a flood of coverage by the press, and a 
series of investigations by the British and the U.S. governments.  This resulted in the 
passage of the Federal Radio Act of 1912, which marked the first involvement in the 
regulation of radio by the United States government.  Among other things, the act 
provided for the licensure of radio operators, the requirement for a separate frequency for 
distress calls, absolute priority for distress calls, and for 24 hour radio service for ships at 
sea.  The need for an adequate number of lifeboats, for lifeboat drills, for escape route 
diagrams, and for a host of other things we now take for granted, with regards to safety, 
are all part of the legacy of the Titanic. 
   To any disaster planner or emergency coordinator, the sinking of the Titanic presents 
many opportunities for continued thought and further study.  For example, it is rather 
obvious that there was rather adequate radio communication, what was lacking was 
proper procedures, including monitoring of the frequency, recognition of the priority of 
emergency traffic, etc.  Much of our present-day emergency planning and management 
techniques, as well as our ship and aircraft safety procedures owe their development to 
the Titanic’s sinking and its aftermath.  It is unfortunate that mankind requires a “wake 
up call,” in the form of a disaster every so often, to demonstrate the need for such 
planning and practice. 
 

 
 

humble beginnings on the night this great ship went down into the icy waters of the North 
Atlantic on that fateful night in April, 1912. 

   At the time of her launch, the Titanic 
represented the epitome of technological 
achievement. 
   The electrical generators and radio 
equipment on board the Titanic were the best 
available at the time. The wireless equipment 
was built by the Marconi Company, the 
dominant provider of radio equipment and 
radio operators at the time.  Powered by a 

   In the aftermath of this great disaster, the 
logical role for radio communications and 
disaster planning was greatly expanded.  
Much of our present day life boat drills, 
emergency priority traffic, 24 hour radio 
communications for ships and aircraft, 
radio protocol, and emergency planning in 
general… all these, and more, had their 



NASA’s Glory Mission Ends in Failure 

3 Amateur Radio Satellites Lost in the Process 

 
   Vandenberg Air Force Base, CA…  originally planned for February 23rd, 2011, but 
postponed due to a malfunction in ground support equipment, NASA’s Glory satellite 
launch finally took place on March 4th, at 2:09:43 am Pacific Standard Time aboard a 
Taurus XL rocket.  The Taurus XL rocket’s first three stages functioned as planned, but 
the payload fairing failed to separate 2 minutes 58 seconds after the launch.  As a result, 
the rocket remained too heavy to be able to reach the correct orbit.  The satellite and the 
fourth stage of the launch vehicle reportedly crashed in the southern Pacific Ocean, 
somewhere near Antarctica. 
 

 
 

  The previous Taurus XL launch with the Orbiting Carbon Observatory (OCO) in 
February 2009 had also ended in failure due to a failed payload fairing separation. 
Following the failed OCO mission, Taurus XL launches were put on hold for two years 
as the rocket's manufacturer, Orbital Sciences Corporation, tried to fix the payload fairing 
separation problem, obviously without success.  The loss of Glory was a great blow to the 
NASA Earth science program, especially since the reason for the launch failure was the 
same as with OCO. 

 
                                                                                                                      Artist’s impression of Glory satellite in Earth orbit. 

 

   Also aboard the Taurus XL as secondary payloads during launch, were three amateur 
radio satellites constructed by students – the Explorer-1 [Prime], developed by the 
Montana State University – K7MSU;  KySat-1, the first satellite ever developed by the 
University of Kentucky – W4JP; and Hermes, the first CubeSat constructed by the 
University of Colorado – WØQEY, were all lost.   
 

   The Glory satellite was a planned NASA 
satellite mission that would have collected 
data on the chemical, micro-physical and 
optical properties and the spatial and 
temporal distributions of aerosols, and 
would have collected solar irradiance data 
for the long-term climate record.  The 
science focus areas served by Glory 
included atmospheric composition; carbon 
cycle, ecosystems, and biogeochemistry; 
climate variability and change; and water 
and energy cycles. 

   During a news conference shortly after 
the launch, Rich Straka from Orbital 
Sciences Corporation, said his company 
was investigating the failure but that “there 
really isn’t enough data to say anything 
more than the fairing didn’t separate”. 
   The failure was estimated to have cost at 
least $424 million; this only includes the 
cost of the satellite itself, and not the cost 
of the launcher and launch services. 



 
 
   On April 1st, 1960 at 06:40 EST, the first weather satellite, TIROS-1, was launched 
aboard a three stage Thor-Able rocket system from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
 

 

inches in diameter, 19 inches high and weighing 270 pounds.  An array of 9,200 solar 
cells powered its two TV cameras: one high-resolution, one low-resolution.  One antenna 
received control signals from ground stations, and another four transmitted TV images 
back to Earth.  Two video recorders stored images when the satellite was out of range of 
ground stations. 
   The polar-orbiting craft was not constantly pointed at earth and could only operate in 
daylight, so coverage was not continuous.  Due to an onboard command failure, it 
functioned for just 78 days and 1,302 orbits.  During its lifetime it sent back nearly 
23,000 pictures of the Earth and its cloud patterns forming and moving across the face of 
the planet.  And it proved the theory that satellites could effectively survey global 
weather from space. 
 

 
    First television image from space from TIROS-1 

 

   For more information on the TIROS series of satellites, please visit:  
http://science.nasa.gov/missions/tiros/  

51
st
 Anniversary of the 

1st Weather Satellite Launch 

   TIROS, for Television Infrared Observation Satellite, was NASA's 
first experimental step to determine if satellites could be useful in the 
study of the Earth. At that time, the effectiveness of satellite 
observations was still unproven.  TIROS-1 sent the very first TV 
images from space to the ground station at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey.  The pictures clearly showed the New England coast and 
Canada's Maritime Provinces north to the St. Lawrence River.  The 
photos were airlifted pronto to Washington, D.C., to be presented to 
President Eisenhower. 
   TIROS-1 was an aluminum-and-stainless-steel drum measuring 42 

   Indeed, TIROS-1 generated so many images that 
they overwhelmed the project organization. Photos 
came into the Weather Bureau office at a rate of 
4,000 per week, swamping the scientists charged 
with analyzing and cataloguing them.  Bureau 
officials had to ask Congress for an emergency 
appropriation of $36,000 to handle the classifica- 
tion and index work. 
   The Environmental Science Services Adminis- 
tration (predecessor of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration) launched nine more 
TIROS satellites with NASA in the next few years.  
But it wasn't until TIROS-9 in 1965 that the 
program achieved complete daily coverage of the 
entire sun-illuminated side of the planet.  
    



Sub-Tropical Storm Arani 
Goddard Space Flight Center 

 

   NASA’s Aqua and TRMM satellites are providing data to scientists about the Southern 
Atlantic Ocean Sub-Tropical Storm Arani, a rare occurrence in the southern ocean. 
Rainfall data and cloud top temperatures revealed some heavy rain and strong thunder- 
storms exist in Arani as it continues to pull away from Brazil. 
   NOAA’s Satellite and Information Service classified Arani as a T1 on the Dvorak 
intensity scale which would indicate an estimated wind speed of about 33 mph. 
   During the daytime on Tuesday, March 15 at 1820 UTC, NASA’s Tropical Rainfall 
Measuring Mission (TRMM) satellite flew over Sub-Tropical Storm Arani.  TRMM 
rainfall data showed that the storm contained mostly moderate rainfall, falling at a rate 
between 0.89 to 1.57 inches per hour.  However, there were some areas of heavy rainfall 
in the north and eastern quadrants of the storm.  The heavier rainfall was occurring at 
about or 2 inches per hour.  TRMM’s microwave imager and precipitation radar data 
were used in the image to show rainfall near Arani. 
 

 

 
colder than -63F, and were areas of heavy rainfall.  The strongest thunderstorms wrapped 
from the north, eastward to the south of the center of circulation, confirming the data 
from the TRMM satellite. 
   TRMM’s precipitation radar showed that some of these powerful storms were reaching 
to heights of over 8.7 miles above the surface of the Southern Atlantic Ocean. 
   Arani has the appearance of a tropical cyclone but has been classified as a subtropical 
cyclone.  Subtropical cyclones are low pressure areas that develop with a cold core and 
transition to a warm core in the mid-levels of the troposphere, resembling a tropical 
cyclone.  They more typically form outside of hurricane season (which is June 1 to Nov. 
30 in the Northern Atlantic).  They also have broad wind patterns and that means that 
their maximum sustained winds are usually located farther from the center than a tropical 
cyclone.  They also have no weather fronts linked to them, such as a typical low pressure 
area that brings summertime storms with an associated cold front.  Subtropical cyclones 
can sometimes become tropical cyclones, and occasionally, tropical cyclones can become 
subtropical. 
   Arani is now over the open waters of the Southern Atlantic and continues to move east-
southeast and farther away from Brazil. 
 
 

   On Mar. 16 at 03:29 UTC (Mar. 15 at 
10:29 p.m. CST) another of NASA’s fleet of 
Earth science satellites flew over Sub-
Tropical Storm Arani and took its tempera- 
ture.  NASA’s Aqua satellite captured an 
infrared image of Sub-Tropical Storm Arani's 
cold thunderstorm cloud tops in two areas of 
the storm.  The Atmospheric Infrared 
Sounder instrument that flies aboard Aqua 
provided infrared readings of those cloud 
tops and showed that they were as cold as or  



North America’s First Live 24-Hour Radio News Event 
- The Moose River Mine Disaster - 

 
   It is a story that grips the world.  At 11 p.m. on April 12, 1936, three men are trapped 
43 meters underground when Nova Scotia’s Moose River gold mine collapses around 
them.  The men are 42-year-old mine timekeeper Alfred Scadding and two of the mine’s 
owners; 52-year-old Dr. David E. Robertson, chief of staff at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick 
Children, and Herman Russell Magill, a 30-year-old Toronto lawyer.  
 

 
 

there are any survivors.  
   After six agonizing days, Billy Bell, a diamond drill operator, breaks into an open space 
at the 43-metre level with his drill.  He shouts down the pipe but there is no response. 
Officials decide to abandon rescue operations.  Bell refuses to leave.  Eleven hours later, 
a steam whistle arrives and a piercing note is sent down the pipe.  Bell hears a faint 
tapping in response.  The men are alive.  But the next morning, Herman Magill dies of 
   Fatigue, weather and continuous rock falls hamper the rescue.  
 

 
 
 

   Twenty-eight-year-old J. Frank Willis is the CRBC’s Regional Director for the 
Maritimes.  When he finally receives permission to go to Moose River, it’s already 
Monday, April 20.  He makes his first broadcast at 6 p.m. that day.  For two minutes 
every half-hour Willis is live on air throughout North America.  He continues for 56 
hours straight.  An estimated 100 million people are listening as Willis’s broadcasts were 
carried on 58 Canadian stations and about 650 stations in the United States.  It is North 
America’s very first live 24-hour news event, changing forever the perception of what 
radio can do.   

   The three trapped men were in the mine 
cart on an inspection tour and on their way to 
the surface when the mine ceiling collapsed.  
The cable holding the cart snapped but was 
pinned so quickly by falling rocks that the 
cart only dropped a few inches.  A huge 
timber fell across the mine shaft above the 
trapped men and all the collapsed rock was 
resting on this one timber. 
   Within minutes Moose River miners begin 
rescue work.  But no one knows whether 

   As the rescue operations drag on, news- 
paper reporters descend on Moose River. 
At this time, newspapers are the primary 
source for news from around the world. 
Radio is considered an entertainment 
medium.  Which is one reason that officials 
of the Canadian Radio Broadcasting 
Commission, will not allow their only 
reporter east of Montreal to go to the scene. 



The Last Page 
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  I thought I’d use this space to pass along a couple of interesting products (…not 

meaning to advertise…) that I stumbled upon, and thought that my fellow CTARC 
members might find useful. 
 

 
 

   The Northpoint LED Hurricane Lantern sells for $19.95, not including shipping and 
applicable sales tax. 
 

   The second item I’d like to pass along to you, a friend of mine found in a Best Buy 
store.  This is the Lowepro Rezo series of compact digital camera bags. 
 

 
 

   As mentioned, these come in various sizes.  The Lowepro Rezo 50 works for me, but 
some people have smaller HT’s than I do, in which case you might want to look for the 
Lowepro Rezo 30 which is perfect for small HT’s like the Kenwood TH-F6. 
   Either way if you’re interested in this, the best bet would be to take your HT along with 
you for a size comparison to be sure you’re getting what you need. 
   On average, these camera cases run about $11.00 and are a great idea to keep your HT 
from being banged around during the course of its usage. 
 

   The first is the Northpoint LED Hurricane Lantern.  Whether 
you’re into camping, or want something safer than candles 
during a power outage, this would be something handy to have. 
   It’s constructed of metal and measures 9.5” H x 6.25” W and 
requires 2 “D” batteries.  The advertisement claims that the 
LED bulbs are energy efficient for longer battery life and that 
the LED’s are credited for 100,000 hours of continuous use. 
   And, what appears to be the fuel cap is actually a dimmer 
switch, so you can control the brightness. 
   This is available through JC Penney as Item# KT 688-0329.  
You can order this by calling 1-800-222-6161, or you can go to 
www.jcp.com and enter the item number in their search block. 

   The particular one shown in the photo is the Lowepro 

Rezo 50.  These come in various sizes, but are all of the 
same style and make perfect carrying cases for an HT. 
   It has a double sided zipper which will accommodate 
the HT’s protruding antenna, no matter what side of the 
HT it’s mounted on.  The front flap opens to reveal a 
forward compartment which is handy for carrying a 
spare battery. 
   Another feature is that it has a strap so you can carry it 
over your shoulder, or you can remove the strap and 
there’s a flap so you can attach it to your belt. 


