
 
March                                                                                                                                                                            2012 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 

 

   Hasn’t the weather been different this February!!  One day it is cold, the next in the 
80’s and the next day may be raining.  Do any of you remember having weather in the 
high 80’s in February in Texas before in this area?  Of course, we might have snow on 
Easter. 
 

   The Bell County SkyWarn was held on Saturday, February 11th this year and was one 
of the best sessions we have had.  The group from Ft. Worth did an excellent 
presentation.  There were over one hundred people for the morning session and around 
fifty in the afternoon.  It was great to see some of the hams we talk to on the nets and all 
the members that were able to be there.  
 

   Be planning to attend HamExpo on April 14th.  There will be more about this in the 
next news letter. 
 

   Don’t forget that Daylight Saving Time begins on March 11th.  I don’t know why the 
Powers-that-be don’t just leave the time one way or the other. 
 

   Texas Independence Day was established on March 2nd, 1836 while fighting was going 
on at the Alamo, which fell on March 6th, 1836.  In observance of Texas Independence  
Day many State Offices will be closed so you may want to plan any of your activities 
around this date.  
 

   CTARC would like to welcome David Sprankle KE5NQK of Academy, Texas as 
CTARC’s newest club member.  Be sure to say hi to him if you hear him on the air. 
 

   On March 8th I am going to try my hand at being the net control operator and hope the 
radio at the Bell County EOC will be working.  Also, I would like anyone checking-in to 
do it very slowly as I have a problem of hearing. 
 

   On February 21st, the club had its first Officers and Board Members meeting.  We will 
have a meeting every second Tuesday of the month.  I hope this will help to run the 
monthly meetings a little smoother.  
 

   If you are interested, the latest edition of the Texas Thunderbolt is available online at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/images/fwd/pdf/Thunderbolt Winter 2012.pdf .  I was surprised 
that I knew some of the people that received awards.                                     - 73 de KE5UES 

 



 
 
March NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 

 

March 1st:                                 March 8th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA              KE5UES 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    K6WXA 
 

March 15th:                            March 22nd: 
Net Control:  W5VEX                 AD5SK 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     KE5ISN 
 

March 29th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN 

Back-Up:  W5VEX 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
3rd to, 2400Z March 4th on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB phone. 
   For more information, please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx 
 

 
 

   “The keeper of the book has opened 

the ponderous door to the secret vault 

wherein is kept the great sealed book, in 

which is recorded all the secrets and 

mysteries of mankind through the ages. 

Here are tales of every kind, tales of 

murder, of madness, of dark deeds 

strange and terrible beyond all belief.” 

 

 
 

   The Sealed Book was a radio series of 
mystery and terror tales, produced and 
directed by Jock MacGregor for the 
Mutual network.  Between March 18 and 
September 9, 1945, the melodramatic 
anthology series was broadcast on 
Sundays from 10:30pm to 11:00pm. 
   There were 26 episodes in the series 
and you can listen in again to all of them 
by visiting:  
http://www.archive.org/details/OTRR_S
ealed_Book_Singles  
 

 
 

   The 2012 National Storm Conference 
will be held on Saturday, March 3rd from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Colleyville 
Center, 5301 Riverwalk Drive, in 
Colleyville.  
   For more information on this training 
session, please visit: 
http://www.tessa.org/index.html 



 
 

Lampasas County (Basic Spotter 

Training Only) Tuesday, March 6th, 7:00 
to 9:00 PM, at the Lampasas County 
Annex, 501 E. 4th St., in Lampasas. 
 

Mills County (Basic Spotter Training 

Only) Monday, March 5th, 7:00 PM to 
9:00 PM, Goldthwaite Volunteer Fire 
Dept., 806 E. 4th St. East, in 
Goldthwaite. 
 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 

 
 

   Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, 
March 11th at 2:00 AM.  Be sure to set 
your clocks one hour ahead before going 
to bed the preceding Saturday night. 
 

Vernal Equinox 
 

   Punxsutawney Phil in his Groundhog’s 
Day prediction last month may have 
forecasted six more weeks of winter; or 
an early spring.  Either way, for those of 
us here in central Texas, the “Vernal 
Equinox” or March equinox will occur 
on Tuesday, March 20th, at 14 minutes 
past midnight (CDT) marking the first 
day of spring. 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
24th to 2400Z, March 25th on 160, 80, 
40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB. 
   For more information, please visit: 
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm  

 

 
 

   Take the time to check all battery 
operated devices.  A fifty cent battery 
can destroy a thousand (plus) dollar 
piece of equipment. 
 

 
 

Thanks to KE5WVC for this contribution.- Ed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“America’s quiet warriors are the legion 
of ham radio operators - 700,000 of 
them - who are always at ready for 
backup duty in emergencies.  Amateur, 
unpaid, uncelebrated, civilian radio 
operators; during and after floods and 
fires and tornadoes.  After the 9/11 
attacks, hams were indispensable in 
reuniting friends and families.  Most 
recently it was they who expedited the 
search for debris after the Columbia 
explosion, and right now, at this 
moment, they are involved in homeland 
security to a greater degree than you 
would want me to make public.”       
—  Paul Harvey News and Comment, ABC 

Radio, March 19, 2003 
 



Special Event Stations 

 

   A team of 9 operators will be active 
from Tonga as A35YZ between March 
7th and the 24th.  Operation will be on 
160 through 6 meters using several 
stations operating on CW, SSB, RTTY, 
PSK31 and SSTV.  QSL via DL7DF. 
   An operation from Clipperton Island is 
being planned using the call TX5Q and 
is expected to take place between March 
10th and 15th.  QSL via N7CQQ. 
   A group of Polish operators are 
planning to be active as PJ7PT from 
Sint Maarten between March 5th to the 
18th.  Their operations will be on 160 
through 6 meters using CW, SSB and 
RTTY.  QSL via SP9PT.  More info on 
this operation is at: www.pj7pt.com. 
   G3PHO will be on the air as 9H3C 
from Malta’s Gozo Island between 
March 8th and the 15th.  Activity will be 
on 80-10 meters and possibly 160m. 
QSL via his home callsign. 
   IK2GZU will be in Tanzania between 
March 4th and April 4th.  He plans to be 
active as 5H3MB on the HF bands. QSL 
via his home callsign. 
   DF7ZS will be active from Aruba 
Island March 21st to the 27th signing as 
P4ØS.  QSL direct to DF7ZS. 
   DL7AFS and DJ7ZG will be 
operational as V21FS and V21ZG, 
respectively, from the island of Antigua 
beginning March 5th for an unknown 
stay.  QSL direct to DL7AFS. 
   The Mesilla Valley Radio Club of Las 
Cruces, New Mexico will be operating 
special event station K5B on March 25th 
in conjunction with the 23rd annual 
Bataan Memorial Death March 
Marathon.  Operations will be from 1000 
to 2300 UTC on or near 21.337, 14.330, 
7.225 and 3.893 MHz.  QSL with a 
s.a.s.e. to N5BL. 
 

   NP4Z will be active as EE8Z from the 
Los Chachos Contest Club in the Canary 
Islands from March 24th to the 25th. 
QSL via EA8AY. 
   ZS4U will be operational portable 9Q6 
from the Republic of the Congo between 
March 10th and April 5th.  QSL via his 
home callsign. 
   SP5APW is expected to visit Phu 
Quoc Island between March 7th and the 
12th.  He has applied for the callsign 
3W4JK.  Operations will likely be on 40 
through 10 meters using SSB, PSK31 
and RTTY, with possible operations on 
6 meters.  QSL as directed on the air. 
   TA1HZ will operate from Albania as 
ZA1TC from March 23rd to the 26th.  
QSL to his home callsign. 
   W5JON will be active as V47JA from 
Calypso Bay, St. Kitts through March 
28th.  QSL to his home callsign. 

 
 

 

Ham Radio Gets New 600 Meter 
Allocation 

 

   The World Radio Communication 
Conference approved a new secondary 
frequency allocation to the Amateur 
Radio Service from 472 to 479 kHz as a 
secondary user with the Maritime 
Mobile Service.  The power which radio 
amateurs may use in the 472 to 479 kHz 
band will be limited to 5 watts. 
   It is of course, up to individual 
countries to authorize use of the band by 
their amateurs.  How long it will be 
before the band is available to hams in 
the United States is unknown. 
   The new band at 600 meters will 
represent the return of amateurs to the 
medium waves.  This is an area of 
spectrum that hams have not had access 
to since the earliest days of radio 
regulation. 



Bell County Skywarn 2012 
 

   On February 11th, meteorologists from the National Weather Service’s Fort Worth 
Weather Forecast Office came to Bell County for their annual Skywarn training session.  
The training session was held in Belton and was by some accounts, the largest one ever 
attended.  106 people were in attendance for the morning session of basic storm spotting, 
which was presented by Warning Coordinator Meteorologist Mark Fox - N5WTT. 
 

 
 Warning Coordinator Meteorologist Mark Fox – N5WTT 

 

plans for future installations of integrated phased array weather radar systems.  The 
presentation was great and provided something new to learn even for those already 
familiar with weather surveillance radar.   

 
                                                                                                                           Meteorologist Jason Dunn, Photo: KD5VYK (SRD 2009) 

 

   Between the presentations, ten Midland WR-100 weather radios were handed out as 
door prizes to lucky recipients, which were acquired and donated by the Temple and 
Central Texas Amateur Radio Clubs. 

 
 Meteorologist Dennis Cavanaugh – Advanced Topics 

   The material was presented in a fashion 
that was understandable for most new 
comers to the weather scene, and was quite 
interesting.  This was evidenced by the 
number of people that remained for the 
entire morning session and then returned 
for the afternoon session.   
   The afternoon’s training session was 
attended by 86 people and began with a 
presentation by Meteorologist Jason Dunn 
on WSR-88D weather radar upgrades and 

   Following this, was the advanced spotter 
training which was conducted by Meteorologist 
Dennis Cavanaugh.  He gave what was probably 
far and away, the best presentation on spotter 
location relative to a storm system ever. 
   Also presented was a film clip giving a behind 
the scenes look of an operations in the WFO 
which was an eye opener for net control 
operators, and served to make them more aware 
of conditions on the other end, during a weather 
event. 

 

   A sincere Thank You to William Bunting, 
Chief Meteorologist and his staff at the Fort 
Worth Weather Forecast Office for the fine effort 
and training presentations given for this season, 
as well as a big thanks to the folks behind the 
scenes who aided in coordinating this years’ 
event. 
   For those of you who could not attend, please 
make it a point to join us next year! 



CTARC Weather Nets 
 

   The CTARC Weather Net provides information to the National Weather Service 
Regional Office located in Fort Worth and various local authorities.  The goal is to help 
protect the people of Central Texas and provide ground truth data to the National 
Weather Service. 
   With storm season quickly approaching, I thought it appropriate to re-visit the basic  
operating guidelines of our CTARC Weather Nets and to list the back-up frequencies of 
where to tune to in the event a weather system takes out a particular repeater or repeaters. 
 

Operational Guidelines: 
 

Standby Mode - The repeater is free for use.  However, a CTARC 
Weather Net Control Operator will be standing by for any severe 
weather reports. 
 

Active Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control 
operator.  All traffic should be directed through the NCS operator. 
Severe weather is occurring within our coverage area. 
 

Emergency Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control operator.  All 
traffic is restricted to emergency traffic only. Extremely severe weather is occurring 
within our coverage area. 
 

Weather Net Frequencies: 
 

Primary Repeater W5BEC - Eddy, 147.140 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Secondary Repeater N5ZXJ - Eddy, 145.310 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Back-Up Repeater W5AMK - Belton, 147.300(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KB5SXV - Lampasas, 147.220 MHz(+) PL Tone 88.5 
Alternate Repeater W5ZDN - McLennan County, 145.150 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KE5URD - Milam County, 147.020 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater W5BCR - Bosque County, 147.180 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater N5DDR - Coryell County, 146.960 MHz(-) No PL Tone 
CTARC Simplex Frequency 147.555 MHz 
 

    

 

   Another good idea is to program in to your scanner 
or memory channel in your HT, the frequency of the 
nearest NOAA Weather Radio transmitter in your 
area.   
   The National Weather Service Office in Fort 
Worth operates 13 Radio consoles broadcasting from 
13 transmitters located across North Texas.  While 
several NOAA transmitters may be easily heard, for 
most of us, the principal frequency to tune to for our 
area is 162.475, station WXK35.  More info is at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=radioinfo and: 
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/stations.php?State=TX  



El Degüello: Texan for no quarter given in tough times 

 

Janna Zepp, Fort Hood Sentinel 
 

   A fellow Texan and good friend of mine, Sarita Oertling, sent me a link to a video on 
YouTube featuring a Mexican cavalry tune, “El Degüello.”  The link haunts me to the 
point that the only way to exorcise the ghost is to write about it. 
   I must write about it. 
   If you know your Texas history, then you know that “El Degüello” was the last thing 
the defenders of the Alamo heard before they were slaughtered by the Mexican army. To 
hear the tune bugled is to know that the army playing it means to wreak havoc.  
 

 
 

complete destruction of the enemy without mercy. 
   I’ve heard “El Degüello” many times.  It is a bright, lilting brass piece that caused Davy 
Crockett to say to Col. William Travis, “Kinda pretty,” in the 2004 film The Alamo.  It is 
pretty…  and it is chilling. 
   If you are not a Texan, then you probably did not take a Texas history class in seventh 
grade, so you probably have no idea what I’m talking about.  But if you are and you did, 
then you know that General Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana allegedly had 14 military bands 
surrounding the Alamo playing “El Degüello” on March 6, 1836 so that the “Texians” (as 
we were known then) knew beyond any doubt that they would die that day. 
 

 

incredible tyranny.  I sincerely doubt that the Texians had any intention of splitting from 
Mexico when they came to Texas, but as the government of the time proved ever harsher, 
it became apparent that change had to happen if for no other reason than the survival of 
the common man. 

    El Degüello is a bugle call of Moorish origin 
notable for its use as a march by Mexican 
Army buglers during the 1836 siege and battle 
of the Alamo.  ‘Degüello’ is the first-person 
singular present tense of ‘degollar,’ a verb that 
means ‘to cut the throat.’  More figuratively, it 
means ‘give no quarter.’  It signifies the act of 
beheading or throat-cutting, and in Spanish 
history, it became associated with the battle 
music, which, in different versions, meant 

   In these uncertain times, I have thought a lot 
about the Texians.  Uncertain times are a fact of 
life, and every era in history is pock-marked by 
them; they are nothing new.  But they are good 
for us to remember in that we look back on them 
and remember that tough times do not last, and 
sometimes tough people do not last either, but 
they go down swinging, and in the end, they 
usher in better times. 
   In the 1830s, Texas was in the grip of  



   During the 13-day siege of the Alamo, about 260 Texians stood up to more than 2,400 
Mexican soldiers.  In the end, 258 Texians died, but the Mexican army’s losses counted 
nearly 600.  The Texians, though annihilated, certainly got their licks in on Santa Ana’s 
military might. 
 

 
 

   The news in the media about our current times is dim.  It’s ugly.  And, as with media 
hype and small dogs barking, it probably sounds much worse than it actually is.  So let 
the bugles of “El Degüello” play.  Play it loud.  Heck, add a fiddle to the tune, because it 
is amazing what a little harmony will do.  Remember the Alamo.  And remember, though 
we might not come through this unscathed, we can survive this, because better times 
really are ahead. 

 
 

 
   The Fort Hood Sentinel is published each Thursday by the III Corps Public Affairs 
Office and is available free of charge on your local news stands or you can read it online 
at:  http://www.forthoodsentinel.com  
 
 
 

   More than a month later, and against very 
similar odds, the Texas army dealt Santa Ana a 
decisive blow and scored a victory for a new 
nation: the Republic of Texas.  We won, of 
course, by surprise, in 18 minutes.  I’m not 
sure who was more surprised, Texas or 
Mexico. 
   And it changed a tune forever. 
   For me, and probably for many Texans, those 
first few measures of “El Degüello” make our 
spines stiff, and causes us to form lumps in our 
throats and our hearts to swell.  It’s less about 
the massacre of Texas heroes by tyrants than it 
is about having courage in the face of 
impossible odds; kind of ironic since the tune 
was meant to spell our doom.  Now, it’s an 
anthem that means we need to get our boots 
and our bravery on, and get to work. 

Editor’s Notes:  This article first appeared in 
the Fort Hood Sentinel on August 18, 2011 and 
is reprinted here with permission of the author, 
for which your Editor is very grateful. 
   At the beginning of the article, the author 
mentions a clip from the 2004 film The Alamo.  
You can view that clip and listen in to the 
playing of “El Degüello” by visiting:  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKD5TgHWyxM. 



   
 

   When the floods came to Ohio in March of 1913, the inhabitants of Dayton and the 
surrounding country camped on the roofs of their houses for days, cut off from all 
communication with the outside world, the whole country turned frantically to the work 
of relieving the sufferers.  In consequence, a situation developed that was at the same 
time tragic and ridiculous; for mountains of shoes, clothing, and odds and ends from 
everywhere were shipped to a population which had become frenzied from thirst because 
the water which had engulfed them was alive with typhoid and malaria, and it was 
courting certain death to drink it.  

 
 

   A disaster of this kind always brings about a reaction that makes for safety in the future. 
The United States began to consider the question of guarding against a repetition of the 
same terrible conditions, and saw immediately that an appalling need existed for some 
method of communication that would be independent of any local conditions which 
might arise.  
   The committee in charge of the investigation suggested a new organization, a division 
of the United States into districts, and the creation of a new public safety wireless service, 
one operator to be assigned to a district.   
 

 
 

This is the name that the commercial wireless service has given to amateur operators--to 
those men who, seated in loft or garret, listen for the crackle of the jumping spark as 
hunters strain their ears for the call of the moose.  A few years back these “hams” had 
attracted the attention of the Government through the Bureau of Navigation by making 
nuisances of themselves to such an extent with their constant interruption of commercial 

Floods & Wireless 

The Ohio Flood of March 1913 

   But how was Oregon or Nebraska to know 
this?  No word had been received regarding the 
needs of the flood victims; and it was not until 
the third day of the horror, when a young 
wireless operator rigged up a makeshift station 
and got into communication with the University 
of Michigan, that people outside the flood zone 
began to realize the needs of the situation.  Then, 
and then only, did the public give proper relief. 

It was found however, that to make such a 
service really efficient would require a large 
number of stations in each State.  This meant a 
large initial cost for installation, and an 
immense upkeep expense, and the 
administration could not afford the outlay.  
There the matter rested for months.  It seemed 
criminal to chance another disaster such as 
Dayton’s, but the administration did not relent.  
   Then someone thought of the “hams”.   



and naval communications that they had practically to be “ruled out of the air”; and the 
notion that the United States might be able to depend in time of stress upon these boys 
was so novel that it took time to sink in.  But finally it met with a favorable reception, 
and the idea was adopted.  

 
 

getting out information to the country in time of emergency.  
   The commissioned operators act as captains or monitors in their respective districts, 
locating all the other amateurs near them, and enrolling them in the great new volunteer 
regiment.  The amateur stations are catalogued at the monitor’s office for use in case of 
emergency, their wave lengths are all listed, and a full report was sent to J. F. Dillon, 
United States Radio Inspector who is in charge of the work of organization.  These new 
commissions, carrying with them the license to use wave lengths of sixteen hundred 
meters in length, are being eagerly sought after, and it is now a certainty that a month’s 
time will see the new system for public protection fully installed.  
 

 
 

can be maintained in the event of a recurrence of the conditions which prevailed during 
the flood of 1913.  Several special amateur station licenses have been granted upon his 
recommendations. 
   Thus has the “ham” come into his own.  At first ignored, he kept plugging away at 
simple experiments with his crude apparatus.  Then as his feeble signals became 
perceptible to the powerful commercial stations he was made the butt of ridicule.  This 
tone changed quickly, however, for when he too secured powerful transmitters, and it 
became impossible to “tune” or drown him out, the indignant masters of shipping 
combined to crush the interloper.  Now he is a necessity--an auxiliary to the forces of 
national public welfare--and the Government feels the need.  The obscure amateur will be 
relied upon to furnish skilled radio operators and to supply information in every time of 
national crisis--his training obtained at no expense except to himself, and his services 
given gladly and without expectation of reward when the nation shall have need for them. 
 

- Technical World Magazine, August 1915 

   The perfected plan provides for honorary 
commissions to be given to those amateur 
operators who prove themselves worthy in 
technical knowledge and in character.  Stations 
will be selected from fifty to one hundred 
miles apart where the country is open and 
comparatively free from the mischance of 
flood or tornado, and closer in the parts where 
disasters have happened or are likely to occur, 
and these stations will be made responsible for 

   Fortunately the flood did not reach the 
proportions of the flood of two years prior, and 
land-line communication was not interrupted.  
However, Mr. Dillon arranged with the owners 
of several powerful amateur stations in the 
flood district to transmit messages if necessary.  
 Before leaving the district Mr. Dillon 
inspected many stations with a view to organi- 
zing a chain of stations, so that communication 



Radiophoning To and From “L” Trains 
 

   If the present plans of the Chicago 
Elevated Railroad do not miscarry, 
the patient straphangers will gladly 
pay the present fare of 8 cents 
without any murmur, and be willing 
to donate an extra dime or two for 
the privilege of riding on the 
elevated.  The elevated system is 
figuring on installing a radio system 
on its cars and furnishing its 
passengers with songs, music, and 
even grand opera, on their way to 
and from work.  Pretty soon it will be a privilege to work; not only will the passenger be 
entertained, but it will be possible for you to call your home while in transit and suggest 
what kind of meat you want for dinner.  
   The first trial of the radio was made on a Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee electric 
line recently.  A dozen pretty girls from the offices of the line danced with the road 
officials to the strains of music transmitted from the radio station on top of the City Hall. 
They were also able to carry on conversation, i.e., talk to as well as hear, the chief of the 
fire alarm system in Chicago, and every test proved eminently successful.  
 

 

 
 

   The accompanying photo to the left, shows the 
girls, on the Chicago elevated train enjoying a 
dance to the music being sent from the radio 
transmitting station in Chicago.  The photograph 
below shows a passenger talking from the 
moving train to his home in the city via 
radiophone, while the top photo shows how the 
antenna wires are mounted on insulators along 
either side of the roofs of the "L" train. 

   The radiophone transmitting set used in this 
test was equipped with vacuum tubes for 
producing the necessary high frequency 
oscillatory current suitable for charging the 
antenna, together with a high voltage d. c. 
dynamo, the current from which is acted upon 
by the vacuum tubes in the production, as well 
as the voice modulation of the high frequency 
oscillations. 
 
- Science and Invention magazine, March 1922 



 
 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Temple Amateur 
Radio Club -W5LM, the Belton Hamfest 

returns to the Bell County Exposition 
Center in Belton, Saturday, April 14th 

from 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
   Getting there is easy; from U.S. 
Highway 190 take the exit for Loop 121 
and follow the signs to the Exposition 
Center. Plenty of free parking! 
   Talk-in frequency is 146.820(-) PL 
123, and call for W5LM. 
   General admission for the public is 
$5.00 at the door.  Admission price 
includes one free raffle ticket for various 
door prizes raffled off during the event. 
Winners must be present to collect their 
winnings. 
   For more information, please visit: 
http://www.tarc.org/hamexpo 
 

 

Republic of South Sudan 
Assigned Prefix 

 

 
 

   After a wait of more than seven 
months after being accepted as a 
member of the United Nations on July 
14, 2011, the Republic of South Sudan 
received its prefix block from the Inter- 
national Telecommunication Union. The 
new country became a DXCC entity by 
way of Section II, 1(a) of the DXCC 
rules with the prefix of Z8A - Z8Z. 
   South Sudan gained its independence 
on July 9th, 2011 and the first amateur 
radio station in operation to commem- 
orate the observance was STØR which 
racked up 121,286 QSO’s during its 
operation. 
 

 
 

 
 

- Thanks to KG6TAU for this contribution. 

 

 


