
 
April                                                                                                                                                                              2012 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 

 

 

 
    Ronnie Ault – KC5PIE / SK 
 

   For those who missed Skywarn training, a last opportunity is available on April 7th in 
Cedar Park. 
 

   On April 21st, 1836 a few miles southeast of present day Houston the main forces of the 
Texas army was there.  The army totaled about 750 men.  When the long awaited order to 
advance was given, the Texans did not hesitate and when the word “fire” was given the 
Texans shouts of “Remember the Alamo” and “Remember Goliad” rang along the entire 
line.  They would defeat over 1500 of the enemy in just 18 minutes.  The battle for Texas 
was won.  In observance of San Jacinto Day many State offices will be closed so you 
may want to plan your activities around this. 
 

   March 21st saw the arrival of spring and some very unusual warm weather.  Hopefully 
this is not a sign of very hot weather for the coming summer. 
 

   April 14th is the Belton Ham Expo.  Hope you all can come out and see the new and 
used equipment.  A VE test session is being offered for all classes of license.  This year 
the VE testing will be at the Expo Center and not at the Belton Police Department.  More 
information can be found elsewhere in this issue. 
 

   Hope to see all of you at Ham Expo and hearing you on our net. 
 

   Remember April 1st is April Fool’s Day.  
                                                                                                                     - 73 de KE5UES 

 

   On a sad note, CTARC would like to express our sympathy to 
the family of Ronald ‘Ronnie’ Ault - KC5PIE of Waco, who 
became a Silent Key on March 21st, 2012.  Ronnie was a man of 
many interests such as amateur radio, gardening, drag racing, car 
stereo competitions; and was a long-time check-in to our weekly 
Thursday night net.  He use to talk about running 100 milliwatts 
into a home-made ground plane antenna and the results were 
always a full-slam signal into the repeater.  He will be missed. 
   You can sign his Guest Book in Memoriam at: 
http://www.harpertalasek.com/guestbook.asp?locid=33&id=22900 



 
 

April NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 

 

April 5th:                                  April 12th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX               KE5UES 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     K6WXA 
 

April 19th:                                April 26th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                 KE5ISN 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                    W5VEX 

 

Portugal Hams Get 6 Meters 
Miguel Andrade, CT1ETL 

 

   The National Communications 
Authority of Portugal has accepted a 
proposal filed to it by CT1DHM and 
CT1FBF to amend the upper range limit 
on the 6 Meter band effective April 4th.  
That coincides with the date of the 
complete switch-off of the analogue TV 
broadcasting transmissions and 
changeover to digital terrestrial 
television in Portugal. The new limits of 
the band allocation for Portugal will be 
from 50 to 52 MHz once the analog 
television disappears from that spectrum. 
 

 

 
 

   “Hullo, Duffy’s Tavern, where the elite 

meet to eat, Archie the manager speakin’ 

Duffy ain’t here---oh, hullo, Duffy...” 
 

 
 

   Duffy’s Tavern was the brainchild of 
Ed Gardner, a seasoned radio director 
and writer.   Gardner’s Archie, was 
probably the most human comedy 
character to be born in the final powerful 
decade of old-time radio. 
   The famous radio dive was one of 
those old-time radio birds that was at 
once a popular hit and a show onto 
which some of the biggest, or at least the 
most prestigious entertainers including 
but not limited to, Fred Allen, Clifton 
Fadiman, Lucille Ball, Dinah Shore, 
Rudy Vallee, Monty Woolley, Oscar 
Levant, Robert Benchley, Peter Lorre, 
Ida Lupino, Artie Shaw, Arthur 
Treacher, Hedda Hopper, Boris Karloff, 
Jinx Falkenburg, James Garfield, and 
Adolph Menjou clamored to appear. 
   Originally introduced as a "CBS 
Forecast" entry on April 11th, 1940, 
Duffy’s Tavern enjoyed the rare position 
of being a major hit with listeners and 
critics alike. 
   You can listen in again to 106 episodes 
in the series by visiting:  
http://www.archive.org/details/DuffysTa
vern_896  



 
 

Williamson County (Basic & Advanced 

Spotter Training) Saturday, April 7th 
9:00 AM to Noon, at the Cypress Creek 
ACC Campus, 1555 Cypress Creek Rd., 
Bldg. 1000, Room 1102 in Cedar Park. 
 

Williamson County (Basic Spotter 

Training Only) Tuesday, April 17th 6:30 
PM to 8:30 PM at the Jester Annex 
Bldg., 1801 East Old Settlers Blvd., in 
Round Rock. 

 

Special Event Stations 
 

   Members of the Malaysian Amateur 
Radio Transmitter Society will be active 
as 9MØL from Pulau Layang Island 
from April 10th to the 24th.  QSL via 
9M2TO. 
   Three special call signs will be 
activated from April 1st to the 30th from 
Belgium by the Flemish Radio Amateurs 
organization to honor those who 
perished 100 years ago in the sinking of 
the steam ship Titanic.  OO1ØØMGY 
by operated from the city of Antwerp, 
OR1ØØMGY will take to the air from 
Knokke-Heist while OT1ØØMGY will 
be on from Londerzeel.  QSL via 
ONØBA. 
   E51M will be active from the North 
Cook Islands, while E51MCW will be 
active from the South Cook Islands 
between April 11th and the 14th.  QSL 
via DJ8NK. 
   AG1LE will be active stroke KP2 
from St. Croix between April 4 to the 
11th.  QSL as directed. 
   F8FGU will be active as CN2RN from 
High Atlas, Morocco between April 3rd 
and the 30th. QSL via his home callsign. 
 
 

Video Tour of W1AW 

 

   Hams around the world know of 
W1AW, and thousands have made 
contacts with this impressive station, but 
most hams never get to see it. 
 

 
 

   Join W1AW Station Manager Joe 
Carcia - NJ1Q, on a virtual tour of 
W1AW, the Hiram Percy Maxim 
Memorial Station, at ARRL HQs in 
Newington, CT.  The video tour can be 
downloaded at:  
http://p1k.arrl.org/pub/pr/W1AW%20tour    
   Note:  the file size is 204 MB! 

 

ARRL Warns Members to be 
Aware of Bogus E-mails 

 

   ARRL members with arrl.net e-mail 
accounts have recently received bogus e-
mails, notifying them of a bill that needs 
to be paid.  The e-mail instructs the 
reader to click on a link to view the bill; 
clicking on the link could release a virus 
that can infect your computer.  Please be 
aware that these e-mails are not coming 
from the ARRL.  “If you receive an e-
mail like this and it looks like it 
originated from ARRL, please do not 
respond,” explained ARRL IT Manager 
Michael Keane - K1MK.  “The best 
thing you can do when receiving bogus 
emails is to simply add them to the spam 
list in your computer’s e-mail program 
and delete it.” 



 
 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Temple Amateur 
Radio Club -W5LM, the Belton Hamfest 

returns to the Bell County Exposition 
Center in Belton, Saturday, April 
14th from 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
   Getting there is easy; from U.S. 
Highway 190 take the exit for Loop 121 
and follow the signs to the Exposition 
Center. Plenty of free parking! 
   Talk-in frequency is 146.820(-) PL 
123, and call for W5LM. 
   General admission for the public is 
$5.00 at the door.  Admission price 
includes one free raffle ticket for various 
door prizes raffled off during the event. 
Winners must be present to collect their 
winnings. 
   For more information, please visit: 
http://www.tarc.org/hamexpo 
 

 

 
 

   In conjunction with the HamExpo, 
amateur radio tests will be given in the 
main building of the Expo center, 
sponsored by the Central Texas Amateur 
Radio Club. 
   The testing will begin at 9:30 AM and 
end when all applicants have been 
tested, probably around 11:00 AM. 
   Since the test session is in conjunction 
with the very popular Ham Expo, we 
expect between 25 and 50 people taking 
the tests.  This requires at least 10 
Volunteer Examiners to properly staff 
the event. The VE’s participating should 
be on site by 9:00 AM.  Both General 
and Extra VE’s are needed since all test 
levels are being made available.   
   This is a ‘Ham Community’ effort and 
all area VE’s are needed and most 
welcome to participate.  If you will be 
able to participate, please send an email 
to Joe Dorn - W5VEX, at: 
w5vex@arrl.net, or you can contact him 
by phone at (254) 939-5918 or (254) 
721-0829. 
   People taking the test do not need to 
register before hand, just show up at test 
time.  A photo ID and one other form of 
ID is required.  The test fee is $15.00. 
 

 
 

   A couple of folks out of the Lake 
Whitney Amateur Radio Society are 
talking about possibly starting up a CW 
net on the lower portion of 2 Meters. 
   If you’re interested in taking part, 
contact Bud – AD5SK via email at: 
ad5sk@netzero.net 
 

 



  
of rapid long distance communication, which eventually led to the telegraph and the use 
of Morse Code.  Morse died of pneumonia at his home in New York City, on April 2, 
1872, twenty-five days short of his 81st birthday.  He was buried in Brooklyn, New York. 
   Incidentally… most people hold strongly to the belief that the first message sent by 
telegraph by Morse was “What hath God wrought” – which he did send on May 24th, 
1844.  However, the actual first telegraph message was, “A patient waiter is no loser” 
which was sent by him on January 11th, 1838. 
 

Rain Eases Area’s Drought 

 

 
   Of the 11 lakes managed by the Brazos River Authority, eight of them are either full or 
more than full and levels could continue to rise over the next few days.  At the peak of 
last summer’s drought, the authority’s lakes were at 63 percent.  Now they are at 95 
percent. 
   While the lakes appear to be in better condition, groundwater remains below normal 
levels, said Dirk Aaron, general manager of the Clearwater Underground Water 
Conservation District.  “It’s better, but we are not out of the dark yet.” 
   If conditions continue to improve, Aaron said current stage 4 water restrictions could be 
lifted to stage 3, all of which are voluntary. 
   During a 12-hour span, the weather service reported more than three inches of rain at 
the Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport and more than five inches at Fort Hood’s Robert 
Grey Army Airfield. 

Remembering Samuel F. B. Morse 

Artist and Inventor of the Morse Code 

 

   Samuel Finley Breese Morse was born in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts on April 27, 1791 and 
was a painter by trade.   
   In 1825 while in Washington, a horse messenger 
delivered a letter from his father that read one line, 
“Your dear wife is convalescent”.  Morse immediately 
left Washington for his home at New Haven.  By the 
time he arrived, his wife had already been buried.  
Heartbroken in the knowledge that for days he was 
unaware of his wife’s failing health and her lonely 
death, he moved on from painting to pursue a means  
 

   The last day of winter and the first day of spring, 
each went out and came in with a bang. 
   Area lakes are nearly full after recent rainfall 
alleviated some of the damage caused by last 
year’s historic drought.  The area received 3 to 5 
inches of rain in a 12-hour span.  
   Belton Lake is now 6 feet above normal 
elevation.  Before Tuesday, the lake was a foot and 
a half below that line, according to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.  Stillhouse Hollow Lake is 
now 6 feet below the conservation line after falling 
to 16 feet below normal levels in November. 



Signals of Disaster 
The 100

th
 Anniversary of the RMS Titanic – Callsign: MGY 

 

   At the time of her launch, the Titanic represented the epitome of technological 
achievement.  She was, without doubt, one of man’s noblest and most splendid creations, 
and the largest moving object mankind had ever created.  Built at a time when ocean 
liners were regarded as the most supreme of man’s creations, the Titanic represented the 
“state of the art” in terms of engineering and aesthetic achievement.  She was the pride of 
an era, a time of great expectations and wonderful technological mastery. 
 

  
Last known photo of the RMS Titanic, taken 11 April 1912 

           as she departed from Queenstown, Ireland. 

 

Phillips, age 25, and the junior operator was 21 year old Harold Bride.  The radio 
transmitter was of the “spark” type, and the radio operators used a telegraph key to 
transmit a “Continental” version of code, which is slightly different from the American 
Morse code. 
   On the night of April 14th, 1912, the two radio operators were busy trying to catch up 
on a back-log of traffic, which had built up from the night before because of some 
problem with the ship’s radio equipment.  All the while several reports from other ships 
were received concerning bergs and fields of ice. 

 
                                                                                                                          Only known photo of Titanic’s radio room.  The operator                         

                                                                                                                                                    is probably Harold Bride. 

what it has done for us. You better get ready to send out a call for assistance.  But don’t 
send it until I tell you.”  The captain went away and in ten minutes, I should estimate the 
time, he came back.  “Send the call for assistance,” said the captain, barely putting his 
head in the door. 
   It’s now the 15th of April, at 12:15 a.m. and it’s been thirty-five minutes since Titanic 
struck the iceberg as Senior Operator Phillips sends out the first signals of distress: 

   The electrical generators and radio equipment 
on board the Titanic were the best available at 
the time.  The wireless equipment was built by 
the Marconi Company, the dominant provider of 
radio equipment and radio operators at the time.  
Powered by a 5 kilowatt motor generator, and 
backed up by an emergency generator and 
batteries, the ship’s radio had a guaranteed range 
of 250 miles under any weather conditions, and 
could usually maintain communications over 400 
miles. 
    The senior wireless operator was John “Jack” 

   At 11:40 PM, on Sunday, April 14th, 1912, 
the Titanic struck an iceberg, and sustained a 
series of bumps and scrapes, which resulted in 
a string of holes in its hull, the total size of 
which amounted to about 12 square feet. 
   According to the testimony provided by 
Harold Bride who survived the sinking of the 
Titanic, the captain put his head into the cabin. 
“We’ve struck an iceberg,” the captain said, 
“and I’m having an inspection made to tell  



CQD CQD CQD CQD CQD CQD DE MGY MGY MGY MGY MGY MGY position 41.44 

N. 50.24 W 

   For the next two hours and two minutes, Titanic communicated her distress to seven 
other vessels.  Her longest distance contact was with her sister ship, the Olympic – nearly 
500 miles away.  Her signals were received by several other ships, coastal stations and 
amateur wireless operators as well. 

 
 

   Their disbelief was not so unreasonable, even the inventor of the radio, Guglielmo 
Marconi, who owned the radio equipment on board the Titanic, believed it only had a 
range of 500 miles.  It was 1912 and wireless telegraphy, or radio, was still a pioneering 
field of science that was not widely understood. 
   At 1:48 a.m. Titanic is heard sending “SOS” by the steamship Frankfurt who answers 
with “what is the matter with u?”  Titanic replies, “you are a fool stdbi stdbi stdbi and 
keep out.”  At 2:17 a.m. the Virginian hears Titanic call “CQ” (Phillips had actually 

intended to send CQD DE MGY) then Titanic’s signals end abruptly.  Approximately 
three minutes later, Titanic slipped beneath the waves, taking with her 1,523 lives. 
 

 
 

adequate number of lifeboats, for lifeboat drills, for escape route diagrams, and for a host 
of other things we now take for granted with regards to safety, are all part of the legacy of 
the Titanic.  Much of our present-day emergency planning and management techniques, 
as well as our ship and aircraft safety procedures owe their development to the Titanic’s 
sinking and its aftermath. 

   3,000 miles away in South Wales, Artie 
Moore, an amateur wireless operator, was in 
his bedroom tuning his homemade receiver 
when he heard Titanic’s calls of distress.  Just 
six months earlier, he had made front page 
news by picking up a message of Italy’s 
declaration of war on Libya. 

   He reported his reception to the local police 
in Pontllanfraith, but the duty officers at the 
police station simply refused to believe his 
explanation that he could pick up a “message 
in the air” from half way across the Atlantic. 
   It was not until the news reached the British 
press – two days later – that he was believed. 

   In the aftermath of the Titanic tragedy, there 
was a flood of coverage by the press, and a 
series of investigations by the British and the 
U.S. governments.  This resulted in the passage 
of the Federal Radio Act of 1912, which 
marked the first involvement in the regulation 
of radio by the United States government.  
Among other things, the act provided for the 
licensure of radio operators, the requirement 
for a separate frequency for distress calls, 
absolute priority for distress calls, for 24-hour 
radio service for ships at sea.  The need for an 



   
 
   One year after a deadly tornado season in the United States caused nearly $30 billion in 
damage, an above-normal number of twisters could be in store for 2012.  While there is 
no way to predict that there will be a repeat of 2011’s calamitous series of tornadoes, 
Paul Walker, senior meteorologist at Accuweather.com said there are likely to be more 
tornadoes than normal across the United States.   
 

 
                       Dimmitt, TX – June 2

nd
, 1995 

 

through much of the mid and mid-eastern states.  Last year saw a total of 1,709 tornadoes 
touch down in the U.S.  While this is well short of the 1,817 that formed in 2004, these 
tornados were far more destructive and widespread.  2011 was one of the most disastrous 
years in recent history, so much such that the insurance industry was hoping for a much 
calmer 2012.  Their hopes, however, may be for nothing. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                   Jarrell, TX – May 27

th
, 1997 

 

   When a hurricane approaches, coastlines get days warning to evacuate.  With a tornado, 
if the weather service can let people know 20 minutes in advance, it’s considered a 
victory.  “Even when you’re in the field, there are still times when you’re surprised by the 
intensity of the event and how quickly it started.” said Harold Brooks, a research scientist 
at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Severe Storms 
Laboratory, in Norman, Oklahoma.  “A lot of things have to come together at once to 

 

Tornado Season 

   Climate change is indirectly related to this 
forecast because strong thunderstorms create 
conditions where tornadoes can form, and 
strong thunderstorms could be fueled by the 
warmer-than-normal surface waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico. 
   Last year, the U.S. was subject to an 
unnaturally active tornado season.  The season 
spawned outbreaks of violent windstorms and  
powerful tornados that cut a path of destruction 

   The season usually starts in March and then 
ramps up for the next couple of months, but 
forecasting these storm seasons is even more 
imprecise than predicting hurricane seasons.  
Tornadoes are too small and too short-lived for 
scientists to make seasonal predictions.  They 
don’t develop like blizzards and hurricanes, which 
are easier to project.  They pop in and pop out.  
The storms that give them birth may last only a 
few hours. 
   This tornado season got an early and deadly start 
in late January when two people were killed by 
separate twisters in Alabama.   



have a tornadic storm and the skill at forecasting all those things is near zero,” said 
Howard Bluestein, a professor at the University of Oklahoma. 
 

 
                   Thornberry, TX – April 24

th
, 2006 

 

to see through rain and dark and be sure if high winds are a tornado.  In the past, 
meteorologists had to wait for ground confirmation.  This won’t help with long-term 
forecasts but could save lives in real-time because forecasters can be more certain in their 
warnings.  Those together mean that maybe in 2020 or so, meteorologists will be able to 
say watch out this season or relax a bit — but not just yet. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                           Harker Heights, TX  – May 27

th
, 2007 

 

were 6,417 tornadoes reported in the state of Texas, with 63% occurring from April-June 
and 33% occurring in May. Texas ranks 11th among the 50 states in density of tornadoes. 
In our region of central Texas, an average of 1 or 2 tornadoes occur per year.   
 

   Top Three Tornado Myths Debunked: 
 

   1.  Opening windows during a tornado will relieve pressure and save a house from 
destruction…  Opening windows during a tornado provides no benefits.  Opening them 
only creates a portal through which more debris can enter your home. 
 

   2.  Seeking shelter under a highway overpass will protect you from a tornado…  
Seeking shelter under an overpass is more dangerous than standing in an open field while 
a tornado is approaching.  When a tornado passes over an overpass, the wind is funneled 
under the bridge.  In turn, this actually increases its velocity.   
 

   3.  Tornadoes do not strike in cities…  Though tornadoes are known to strike in the 
plains more often than cities, they know no bounds.  Tornadoes have the ability to 
develop anywhere. 

   So if you ask tornado experts what that 
means for this year, they’ll answer that they 
just don’t know.  Later this summer, 
meteorologists will meet in a special 
conference to try to figure out how to do that 
type of longer-term tornado prediction.  
    The National Weather Service is installing 
new radar for live forecasting, tracking and 
distinguishing of tornadoes.  The new radar, 
called dual polarization, allows meteorologists 

   Texas Tornado Statistics: 
 

   Texas lies on the southern end of “Tornado 

Alley”.  Its’ location between the Gulf of 
Mexico on the southeast and the Rocky 
Mountains on its western periphery make it a 
prime area for the formation of tornadoes.  An 
average of 153 tornadoes touch down in Texas 
each year.  Tornadoes may occur in any month, 
but occur most often during April, May and 
June between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m.  During the period 1959 – 2000, there  



Disaster Volunteers, Please Curb Your Enthusiasm! 

Kari Huus, MSNBC 

 
   In the wake of every U.S. disaster there is an influx of people who want to help, and the 
situation in the Midwest and Southeast after last week’s deadly tornadoes is no exception. 
But to many of the early arrivals who parachute in to help, disaster relief experts have a 
message: yes please, but not so fast. 
   For the first few days after twisters devastated large swathes of the Midwest and 
southeastern U.S., the Indiana Department of Homeland Security was strongly 
discouraging ad hoc volunteers as well as gawkers who flocked to the scene. 
 

 
   Tornado over Henryville, Indiana - March 2

nd
, 2012 

southern part of Indiana.  “That is rarely the best thing to do in the first few days.  It adds 
to the confusion and clutter.” 
   Eager as they are, volunteers have to jump through some hoops.  Each volunteer needs 
to register and list their skills, sign a waiver, get basic safety training, and possibly a 
tetanus shot.  For those entering the worst hit residential areas, there are typically 
checkpoints, where volunteers are required to show wristbands identifying them as 
registered.  “Odds are that the overwhelming majority of people are totally positively 
motivated,”said Tolan of volunteers.  “There are certain protocols you simply have to 
follow to protect people’s property and ensure safety of the volunteers.” 

 

 
                                                                                                                                      Tornado damaged home in Marysville, Indiana 

   But Tolan said that the biggest challenge is maintaining the initial enthusiasm and 
meeting long term rebuilding and emotional needs in communities that have lost people 
and property and suffered trauma. 
   “It’s really important to get out the need for volunteers over time,” said Tolan. “The 
news coverage ebbs long before the need for volunteers goes away.” 
 
 

   The dangers of downed power lines, debris and 
gas leaks meant that they needed to rely on 
trained emergency workers, and not worry about 
other people dropping in to help.   “If you have 
never run a chainsaw before, maybe now is not 
the time to learn,” she said.  
   “What people tend to do is they will go to 
where the actual tornado touchdown has been,” 
said Joe Tolan, president of the United Way in 
Louisville, Kentucky which also covers the 

   In the tiny town of Moscow, Ohio where dozens 
of homes were destroyed by twisters, a nearby 
pastor deployed his 100-strong congregation to 
clean up storm debris, and deliver supplies instead 
of holding its regular Sunday service.  Tolan notes 
that some religious groups have developed 
sophisticated national disaster response systems, 
and tend to coordinate with government disaster 
relief. 
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Why Wireless Telegraphy May Make Us All  
Toothless, Hairless and Insane 

 
Dr. Rolfe Hensingmuller, University of Gottingen 

 
   When the wireless age arrived--and wireless telephony will soon be added to wireless 
telegraphy--our air will be so charged with electricity that human beings will feel its 
influence in a hundred different ways.  Already it seems to have attacked our teeth.  To-
morrow we may find that our hair is dropping out from the same cause, and eventually it 
may deprive us of our senses and even our lives.  
   In a general way the condition may be likened to those responsible for the eating away 
of gas and water mains by stray electrical currents, the process being known as 
electrolysis.  Where electric street railway companies fail to provide proper facilities for 
the return currents from the car-motors to the power-house, the excess electricity escapes 
and attacks everything within its range that is susceptible to it.  
 

 
Photograph of a wireless message taken by its own light. These 

same waves which affected the photographic plate are those 

which are harmful to humanity. 

 

   It has been estimated that when the transmitting station and the receiving station are 
separated by only a mile, but one three-hundred-millionth of the total electrical energy 
generated for the purpose of a message is actually received on a surface one foot square. 
The rest escapes.  
   In the operation of the X-ray machine, extreme care has to be taken to prevent injury to 
the operator and subject.  Such diseases as dermatitis, a species of cancer of the skin, and 
the falling of the hair are known to be caused by the powerful X-Rays.  They affect the 
nerves of the roots of the hair, causing them to recede, with the result that the hair drops 
out.  As there is no essential difference between the waves of wireless and X-Rays, 
scientists believe that a new disease of the teeth is a result the effect of ether waves upon 
the nerves of the teeth.  The nerves shrivel up and the gum tissue atrophies, causing the 
teeth to lose their hold and drop out.  
   With the perfection of wireless telegraphy and the introduction of wireless telephony 
the amount of electrical ether waves in the air will be so immeasurably increased that 
more serious results than these must be appreciated.  The effect of electrical waves on the 
eyes may be to produce blindness.  
   That these electrical waves are something to be feared is made more apparent from a 
remarkable photograph shown on this page.  
 

   Thus metal pipes, whether of steel, iron or 
lead, readily yield to the effect, of this 
electrical force. They gradually decompose 
until they give way entirely, when serious 
explosions and other accidents frequently 
follow. 
   But the amount of electricity which escapes 
in this manner is insignificant compared with 
the amount set free in wireless telegraphy. 



   A photograph plate exposed while experiments were in progress at a Marconi station 
actually reproduced the flashes which are believed to be the electric rays transmitting a 
message.   
This amounts practically to a photograph of a wireless message, but the more significant 
feature about the phenomenon is the fact that it shows in a most graphic manner that a 
wireless wave is just as dangerous a force in its way as a live wire!  
   Indeed, it is only by considering every wireless wave as a live wire instead of as a 
harmless ray that one can begin to realize the possible dangers of wireless telegraphy.  
 
 

 
 

This extract is from the full article, which also discussed: “WHY We Talk Too Much and 

Think Too Hard for the Good of Our Nerves”, “WHY Trolleying Over the Ocean and 

Riding on Electric Cars Upon the Surface of Rivers and Lakes Would Solve All Future 

Problems of Transportation”, and “WHY You Should Have Harmless Snakes for Pets 

Instead of Cats and Dogs”. 
 

   It may be that some ingenious electrician will 
discover a way of insulating the wireless waves, thus 
making them as harmless as insulated electric wires.   
   Unless some process of insulation of this character 
is adopted, the only course for us to pursue will be to 
wear insulated garments to protect us.  This garment 
will take the form of a rubber coat, with a helmet of 
the same material.  The entire face will have to be 
kept covered, goggles being provided for the 
purpose of sight, and an air valve for breathing 
purposes.  
   The body is made up of untold millions of ions--
magnetic particles--and these ions are continually 
revolving around each other.  The effect of the 
powerful wireless rays upon these ions may be 
purely mechanical, such as causing a reversal of the 
direction in which the ions revolve.  There can 
hardly be any doubt that such a phenomenon would 
bring about radical physiological changes, and the 
new tooth disease may very probably be the result of 
just such a cause. 
   It is to be hoped, however, that long before 
wireless waves are numerous enough to cause any 
considerable danger, some way will be found to 
isolate them and thus protect humanity. 


