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The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 

 

   Last month we had April 1st which was April Fool’s Day.  This month we have May 1st 
which is May Day.  I remember when I was child we would make what my mother called 
May baskets.  They were made out of colored paper and then we put some candy in the 
basket and gave them to our friends.  I don’t believe anyone celebrates this now. 
   Can you believe May is the second anniversary of the Wavelength our monthly 
newsletter?  It has been in print for two years now due to the excellent job Rick Murray, 
K6WXA does.  
   There hasn’t been a decision made on ARRL’s Field Day.  Does CTRAC want to 
continue jointly with TARC or does the membership wish to do something else.  I would 
welcome any comments from the membership on this event. 
   Just a note to let everyone know our newest member, Robert Cregar-NA8DX has 
changed his call sign to WA5RC. 
   The Central Texas Air Show is May 4th through May 6th.  More info on this further on 
in the newsletter. 
   May 5th is the Texas combined ARES/MARS/RACES exercise.  It will be conducted 
throughout Texas from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.   
   The Dayton Hamvention is May 18th, 19th, and 20th.  I understand this is the one ham 
convention to go to.  
   Memorial Day is Monday, May 28th so you may want to schedule your day around this 
as many businesses will be closed. 
   There’s been mention of a new ham radio “candy” store opening in Temple at 6070 
State Highway 95, near the intersection of Highway 95 and FM 93.  Their website lists 
the name “AnyMHz”.  Also listed is a phone number of: (254) 718-4042.  Might be nice 
if we could have a local club member take a drive by and give us a write up or some 
thoughts on it. 
   The annual Military Cross-Band test, which is “usually” held toward the middle of 
May, has not been announced yet.  For those who are interested in this event you may 
want to regularly check QRZ.com or eHam.net.  They may provide some last minute 
posting of this information. 
   There is still no “confirmed” date as to the Tour d’ Temple, though “Rumor Control” 
has it will be held on June 2nd,  the first Saturday in June – so we may have to have a last 
minute request for assistance. 
   Hope to see all of you at the meeting May 1st at 7:00 PM.                     -73 de KE5UES 



 
 

May NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 

 

May 3rd:                                    May 10th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA              KE5UES 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    K6WXA 
 

May 17th:                                  May 24th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX                 AD5SK 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     KE5ISN 
 

May 31st: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN 

Back-Up:  W5VEX 

 

 

 

Remember those who have fallen in 

service to our country on this, their day, 

Monday, May 28th 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Safety Alert! 
Robert Shoemaker, KE5WVC 

 

   The picture below is of what remains 
of a 2007 Suburban.  
 

 
 

   This fire resulted from leaving an 
iPhone charger/docking station plugged 
into the car outlet.  It overheated and 
started a fire, while parked in the garage.  
   PLEASE unplug anything you have in 
your car outlets once you turn off your 
car! 
   It is VERY fortunate that the fire was 
found, at 11pm, before going to bed and 
before it spread to the house. None of 
the garage heat detectors or house fire 
alarms went off.  Another item to take 
care of on a “to do” list – and one YOU 
may want to address in your home. 
 

 
 

   The Central Texas Air Show runs from 
May 4th through the 6th at the Draughon- 
Miller Central Texas Regional Airport. 
   Volunteers are needed to provide com- 
mercial radio support for the support 
staff.  Those who volunteer will also be 
given free admission to the air show. 
   If you’d like to help out, contact 
Darwin Geiselbrecht - K5DOA, at: 
k5doa01@gmail.com 

 

   I’ve traveled all over the world, 
but I don’t think there is any place 
better than Texas.  
                                – Red Adair 

 



 
 

   HA5PP will be active from Malta as 
9H3PP on May 26th and 27th during the 
CQ WW WPX CW Contest as a Single-
Operator Single-Band entry.  Activity 
outside of the contest will be on 6 and 12 
meters, and possibly 17 meters as well. 
QSL to his home callsign. 
   ZB3M and ZB2ER will be active as 
ZQ3M and ZQ2ER from Gibraltar 
between May 5th and June 10th.  QSL 
via ZB3M only. 
   EA3OW is now active through May 
12th stroke HH8 from Southern Haiti. 
Listen out for him on 40 through 10 
meters using SSB, RTTY and digital 
modes.  QSL via his home callsign. 
   DJ9RR will be on the air as S79RR 
from Mahe Island between May 15th 
and the 23rd.  Activity will be on 40 
through 10 meters using CW and RTTY. 
QSL via his home callsign. 
   N6G will be active May 26th & 27th in 
observance of the 75th anniversary of the 
Golden Gate Bridge on 7.265, 14.265 
and 21.265 MHz.  QSL via AE6YB. 
   OH1VR along with OH1ZAA will be 
on the air portable VP9 from Bermuda 
between May 7th and the 13th.  QSL via 
their respective home callsigns. 
   V31XB will be active from Caye 
Caulker Island, Belize, between May 
11th and the 31st.  QSL via VE2XB. 
   UV5EVJ will be active through May 
22nd as 9QØHQ/7 in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  QSL via his home 
callsign. 
   A team of several Spanish amateurs 
plus one French ham will be active from 
Coloane Island located near Macau, 
(IOTA AS-075) as XX9E, May 17th to 
the 23rd.   QSL via EB7DX. 
 
 

 
 

   Retired FCC amateur radio enforce- 
ment chief Riley Hollingsworth, 
K4ZDH, has been named a CQ 

magazine contributing editor, as 
announced by CQ Editor Rich Moseson, 
W2VU.  Hollingsworth will succeed 
“Washington Readout” editor Fred 
Maia, W5YI, who recently became a 
Silent Key. 
 

 
 

   Hollingsworth, a ham since 1960 and a 
longtime FCC attorney, became a 
household name in amateur radio in 
1998 when he was named Special 
Counsel for Amateur Radio in the 
Commission’s newly-created Enforce- 
ment Bureau.  His highly-visible 
enforcement actions were cheered by a 
vast majority of the amateur community 
after more than a decade during which 
FCC enforcement on the ham bands was 
virtually non-existent.  Hollingsworth 
retired from the FCC in 2008. 
   His new monthly column - to be titled 
“Riley’s Ramblings” - will incorporate 
“Washington Readout’s” coverage of 
legislative and administrative actions 
that affect amateur radio, as well as 
additional topics of importance and/or 
interest to CQ’s readers. 
   His first column will appear in the 
July, 2012, issue of CQ. 



 
Joe Dorn, W5VEX 

 

   We had one of the largest test sessions 
at this Expo which was surprising 
considering the cost of gasoline and the 
overall economy or maybe people have 
decided communicating via amateur 
radio is cheaper than visiting by car, 
regardless it was a outstanding session. 
   We tested a total of 33 people resulting 
in 14 new technicians, 7 new Generals 
and 4 new Extras.  Several passed both 
Technician and General and one lady 
went from no license to Extra in one 
setting.  This is the first time a lady has 
made the big jump in one setting and, as 
I recall, we have only had one other 
person do this. 
   We had an early test session on 
Wednesday before the Expo for an 
individual that would be out of state on 
the 14th and two other people joined him. 
That session resulted in two Technicians 
and one General.  
   We still have at least one more to test 
from the recent TARC class.  The test 
will be in a private session for a sight 
impaired individual.  We have to read 
the questions and one of the VE’s has to 
enter the answers so we must have a 
quiet session for him. 
   We had 15 VE’s volunteer their time 
for the EXPO, some from Bell, Coryell 
and Falls counties, which included: 

 

Priscilla Beauregard, KE5UES 
John Biles, AD5PB 

Sam Clark, WA5DTY 
Joe Dorn, W5VEX 

Alfred Fronefield, KC5VCF 
Jan Gregg, W5GNK 

Ross Gregg, W5ANW 
Gerald Richmond, N5ZXJ 

Gil Rymer, W5GLR 

Charles Stout, AE5XL 
Kenneth Watkins, KE5ISN 

 

   And from out of the area: 

 

Edwin Garcia, N4EGR Westhoff, TX 
Richard Linck, ND5CL Onalaska, TX 

Hurshell Pruitt, WB5MEX Yorktown, TX  

Paul Schattenberg, KF5JIM Austin, TX  
 

   It has always been a pleasant surprise 
to see how many Volunteer Examiners 
make themselves available when the call 
goes out for a test session.  Since the 
group has been put together, we have 
tested at least 262 people by my sloppy 
count.  
   On a side note, James Cleveland, 
N5ONI could not be with us at the 
EXPO since, for some strange reason, he 
felt he had to be in Austin to see his 
daughter receive recognition for being in 
the top 4% of the Texas University 
students for grades… FANTASTIC!!! 
James is one of our most active VE’s. 
 

THANKS FOR ALL OF THE 
SUPPORT THAT YOU FOLKS GIVE, 

OFTEN ON SHORT NOTICE!!! 
 

 
 

 
 

   Hail mixed with dust which fell in 
Potter County, TX April 12th, accumula- 
ted in places from 2 to 4 feet deep. 
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/04/12
/11160993-4-feet-of-hail-in-texas-reports-
photos-cause-quite-a-storm  



70th Anniversary of the American Forces Radio Service 
 
   Begun as unofficial radio stations before World War II in the Panama Canal Zone, the 
Philippines, and Alaska, the Armed Forces Radio Service was founded on May 26th, 
1942 at the direction of Army Chief of Staff, George C. Marshall. 
 

 
 

troops with talk about missing home. 
   Using the BBC’s London studios with British and Canadian radio stations, it formed 
the Allied Expeditionary Forces Program.  General Dwight D. Eisenhower wanted to 
ensure the stations worked together and all allies were getting the same message. 
 

 
                      Tech Corporal Syl Binkin 

 

reach U.S. troops in the United Kingdom as they made preparations for the inevitable 
invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe. 
   As D-Day approached, the network joined with the BBC and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation to develop programs especially for the Allied Expeditionary 
Forces.  Mobile stations, complete with personnel, broadcasting equipment, and a record 
library were deployed to broadcast music and news to troops in the field.  The mobile 
stations reported on front line activities and fed the news reports back to studio locations 
in London. 
   To boost morale, AFRS headquarters in Los Angeles, produced shows in Hollywood 
recording studios on special “V-Discs” and shipped them to AFRS stations for their on-
air broadcasts. 
   Troops could send in requests for a particular performer or program to appear, and they 
also suggested ideas for music and sketches on the programs.  Top performers of the day 
appeared in the radio programs which included - - -  

   Prior to this, there were several radio stations based in 
American military bases, but none were officially recognized 
until 1942.  As such, there was no single station that could be 
called the “first” to sign on as an Armed Forces Network 
station.  The success of these individual radio stations helped 
pave the way for what would become the AFN. 
   The Army commissioned broadcasting executive Tom Lewis 
as a Major and assigned him to create a viable military radio 
network.  Its primary goal was to keep morale high; a daunting 
task when the enemy already was broadcasting to Allied troops, 
in the personas of the infamous “Axis Sally” and “Tokyo Rose.” 
Playing popular American music, they tried to demoralize 

   The U.S. Army began broadcasting from 
London with the first transmission to U.S. 
troops at 5:45 p.m. on July 4, 1943 and 
included less than five hours of recorded shows 
along with a BBC news and sports broadcast. 
   That day, Corporal Syl Binkin became the 
first U.S. Military broadcaster heard over the 
air. 
   The signal was sent from London via 
telephone lines to five regional transmitters to 



   Command Performance - which was a wartime variety show broadcast mainly to the 
armed forces between 1942 and 1949.  It was produced for the armed forces by the War 
Department for short wave transmission to troops serving in overseas theatres of war.  
 

 
   Command Performance radio broadcast circa 1944 

                  with Jane Russell and Bob Hope 

 

   In all there were more than 400 shows broadcast, some of which were half hour 
broadcasts whilst others were as much as two hours.  You can listen-in again to over 230 
episodes of Command Performance by visiting:  http://archive.org/details/CommandPerformance  
 

 
                                                                                                                                                    Martha Wilkerson, aka “G.I. Jill” 

 

   G.I. Jill provided the allied/AFRS counterpart to the infamous ‘Tokyo Rose’ broadcasts 
from Japan.  Of the number of shows AFRS was presenting during WWII, “G.I. Jill” 
received a quarter of the fan mail.  The G.I.s loved her with her homey touches and her 
genuine affection for them.  She was a piece of home, and her records were better than 
Tokyo Rose’s. 
   You can tune in again to several of her broadcasts by visiting:  
http://www.thisoldradioshow.com/OldRadioShows/GIJive/GIJiveShow.php  
 

 

   A surprising fact about this series is that all 
talent was donated, in other words no one received 
payment – not even the stars.  This was even more 
remarkable when you see the list of stars who 
contributed to the entertainment.  Stars of the 
silver screen like Charles Laughton, Red Skelton, 
Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Frank Sinatra, Judy 
Garland, to name but a few.  Anybody who was 
anybody got in on this act and those guys serving 
away from home were glad of it. 
      When the war ended it was decided that it 
would still be necessary to carry on producing the 
show and it continued to be broadcast to the 
serving men and women of the United States 
Armed Forces right up to the end of 1949.  
 

 G.I. Jive - starring G.I. Jill, who boosted troop morale 
and introduced big band sounds and other popular 
music of the time to soldiers serving in World War 2. 
   Her actual name was Martha Wilkerson and she was 
a real favorite with the troops worldwide.  She made 
hundreds of broadcasts which were sent by short wave 
radio to Europe, Africa, Australia and other war zones. 
Her closing line was: “Good morning to some of you, 
good afternoon to some more of you, and to the rest of 
you -- good night.” 
   Her goal was to make servicemen feel at home no 
matter where they were.  She supplied lonely troops, 
both in the U.S. and overseas, with a pretty, female 
voice from home to lift their spirits. 



   G.I. Journal - was a combination situation comedy and variety show.  The premise of 
the sit com was Celebrity Guest editors putting out a weekly news paper.  Guest Editors 
included Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, George Murphy, Abbot and Costello, Groucho Marx, 
Edgar Bergen, Frank Sinatra and many others.  They would have guest staff and reporters 
with a comedy or “Pin-up” tie in; Lucille Ball, Linda Darnell, Roy Rogers, Fibber McGee 
and Molly, Jane Wyman, Connie Haines, Ann Miller, Ginger Rogers, the list goes on... 
 

 
 Hugh Martin, Judy Garland and Bing Crosby await a 

rehearsal for an episode of “G.I. Journal” – circa 1943 

 
   Mail Call - also was the name of a popular World War II-era radio program.  It debuted 
on AFRS on August 11, 1942.  It featured celebrities of the day and was meant as 
entertainment for American overseas forces featuring music, comedy and sketches.  For 
most Servicemen the most important words they would hear all day would be Mail Call. 
 

 

   
   Several episodes of Mail Call featuring some of the most talented and highest paid 
talent in Hollywood – all providing their services free to AFRS – can be heard again by 
visiting:  http://archive.org/details/MailCall  
 
 

   Like many shows of the era the Big Band Sound 
was important to G.I. Journal.  Many Service 
Orchestras appeared, including the Army Air 
Force Training Command Orchestra with Captain 
Glenn Miller.  Kay Kyser and His Orchestra (of 
Kay Kyser's Kollege Of Musical Knowledge) were 
frequently featured.  Other Musical guests 
included Mel Torme and the MelTones, John Scott 
Trotter and his Orchestra, and Tommy Dorsey 
Orchestra.  Roy Rogers began his singing career as 
Leonard Slye with Uncle Tom Murray’s 
Hollywood Hillbillies and the Rocky Mountaineers 
on AFRS’s G.I. Journal. 
   Another regular feature was Mel Blanc playing 
Private Sad Sack, bringing the pantomime cartoon 
to the radio. 
   Ten episodes of G.I. Journal can be heard at: 
http://archive.org/details/G.i.Journal-10Episodes 

   There could be no better medicine from the 
strain of being on the front lines or the boredom 
of long hours waiting for something to happen. 
The most important thing to come on-board a 
Navy ship when coming into port were the bags 
of mail, sometimes weeks old, but filled with 
news from loved ones back home.  Often the 
letter would be tucked into a uniform pocket, 
closest to the soldier or sailor’s heart, to be read 
and reread when ever there was time for a break.  
   This was the spirit of the program Mail Call.  
The program was a love letter to the troops. 



Spotter Network – Important Changes in 2012 
Joe Dorn, W5VEX 

 
   For those of you that have APRS trackers or other interfaces into the Spotter Network, 
the information below is a significant notice. 

 

 
minimum level of education to those spotters making reports to the weather service and 
other agencies in order to maintain creditability of the Spotter Network.  
   The network has grown beyond expectations due to the Reid Timmer want-to-be’s and 
the Discovery Channel’s Storm Chasers series.  The number of chasers has become a 
major traffic hazard in already dangerous storm front locations.  (One benefit of high 
gasoline prices is the reduction of this hazard.)  We, in south central Texas, are also 
somewhat removed from the base location of the majority of the chasers and don’t have 
the ‘Chaser convergence’ that North Texas and Oklahoma has.  
 

 
    Traffic jam of storm chasers near Throckmorton, TX 

              May 29, 2000 – Photo: SkyChaser.com 

 

   Stated another way, I can track any spotter that makes it into the APRS network 
whither they take the training or not.  
   There are APRS App’s that allow you to hit the network via ‘pads’ and smart phones.  I 
encourage those of you that get out of the range of the APRS RF digipeaters to consider 
adding this facility. 
   I encourage all of our spotters to take the course if you have not done so already.  
   I also suggest that you blow the dust out of your trackers since we have had very few 
events of interest over the past three years.  You can verify with me if you are making the 
network, SN and/or APRS via the 147.14 repeater. 
 
Editor’s Notes:  the Spotter Network can be found at:  http://www.spotternetwork.org 

and the free training mentioned within this article can be found through the same website 

or directly through  http://training.spotternetwork.org. To take these free courses offered 

by the Spotter Network, you must create a student account for yourself which can be done 

at: http://www.spotternetwork.org/register.php  

 
 

   The FREE weather course on the spotter network 
site is VERY good and worth any weather nut’s 
time.  Its original purpose was to provide a  

   Currently there are so many chaser locations 
showing up on major events that you can not 
see the radar image on GRLx until you kill the 
SN input.  The new requirement might 
decrease that clutter. 
   Meanwhile back in the world of the 
‘spotters’, we still need your locations showing 
up on APRS and the SN.  I subscribe to the 
AllisonHouse GRLx add-ons and one feature is 
that I can track any APRS spotter I enter into 
my configuration list and thus separate our 
locals from the chaser clutter. 



     
 
   Just as last month’s issue of the Wavelength went to press, the first named storm system 
of 2012 took shape over the South China Sea on March 29th.   
 

 
 

   The storm continued to intensify and early on March 29th it was designated a Tropical 
Storm and named Pakhar.   A few hours later on March 30th, the storm further intensified 
bringing it to a Category 1 hurricane status as Typhoon Pakhar.  
   Officials said Typhoon Pakhar was responsible for four fatalities and several injuries 
after high winds and downpours struck the Khanh Hoa province in Vietnam.  Three of the 
victims were washed away in flash floods.  High winds tore the roofs off more than 4,400 
homes and thousands of acres of rice paddies were swamped. 
 

Tropical Storm Daphne – Second Named Storm System of 2012 
 

   Meanwhile in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, Tropical Storm Daphne was born on 
April Fool’s Day as low pressure system 95P consolidated and organized.  Hours later on 
the 1st, the system intensified to Category 1 status and became Tropical Cyclone Daphne. 
 

 

 

Tropical Storm Pakhar 
First Named Storm System of 2012 

   The storm system was born on March 17th, 
as an area of disturbed weather associated with 
a cold front about 190 miles to the northwest of 
Palau Island.  It spent the next few days in an 
area of moderate vertical wind shear, and 
unfavorable water temperature for further 
development. 
   Days later the system began to reorganize 
and became a tropical depression on March 
26th. 

   Five people have died, more than 11,700 residents 
were forced into evacuation centers and thousands of 
tourists were stranded in Fiji after the center of  
Tropical Cyclone Daphne passed about 300 miles 
southwest of Nadi, on Fiji’s main island of Viti Levu. 
   The president of the Fiji Law Society told Radio 
New Zealand Tuesday that parts of Nadi look like a 
war zone and the government lacks the funds and 
resources to deal with the situation.   
   Nadraki Weather Center spokesman Neville Koop 
said that western Fiji had more than 31 inches of rain. 
Weather data available showed rainfall of about 27 
inches at the Nadi airport from Wednesday to Sunday. 
Rainfall was more than 11 inches during one 24-hour 
period.  



The Waco Tornado of May 11th, 1953 
 

   The morning dawned hot and muggy across much of Texas on the 11th of May 1953 
and by 9:30 a.m. there were storms moving in and creating a strong outflow boundary. 
Tornadoes began occurring in other parts of Texas by mid-afternoon, and at 
approximately 4:10 p.m. a tornado touched down just southwest of Waco.  It was raining 
very heavily at the time, making it more difficult to see the coming twister and therefore 
more difficult to try and get to safety.  
 

  
Downtown Waco May 13

th
, 1953 – Photo: Mexia Daily News 

    
from Fort Hood, National Guard units and volunteers to stand watch.  The hard rain that 
had been falling here for hours slackened, but water ran ankle-deep in streets patrolled by 
these grim faced soldiers armed with carbines and .45 revolvers. 
   Those that were there on that day, and those that helped pick up the pieces afterwards, 
judged the tornado to be over 1/3 of a mile in width.  After the tornado cut a swath 
through Waco it continued to move to the north-northeast and finally dissipated, leaving a 
23-mile long path of destruction in its wake.   
   “I got many impressions there in a short time,” wrote the Mexia Daily News Editor -
Ernie Deane, “the one that kept recurring to me being that Waco and this part of Texas 
have had a taste of war, without the shooting.” 

 
 

   The Waco Tornado remains tied with the 1902 Goliad Tornado as the deadliest in 
Texas history and the tenth-deadliest in US history.  The storm was one of the primary 
factors spurring development of a nationwide severe weather warning system. 
 
 
 

   The tornado smashed the heart of Waco; 
Fifth and Franklin Streets, were hit.  The 
twister whipped down the lower parts of 
Washington, Franklin and Austin Streets – 
Waco’s main business streets – and caused 
damage from Ninth to River and First Streets 
around the city square and beyond.  Every 
building in an area roughly 20 blocks square 
was either destroyed or damaged. 
   Martial law was in effect over the whole 
stricken area.  Volunteer troops from 
Connally Air Force Base joined with men  

   Almost 600 people were injured in the Waco 
tornado, and 114 were killed.  People that had been 
trapped by the tornado waited up to 14 hours for 
rescue and bodies were often not located in the 
rubble for several days.  The twister rated an F5 on 
the Fujita scale, damaged over 1000 homes and 
businesses and completely destroyed over 600 
more, as well as damaging or destroying 2000 
vehicles.   
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W A R ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  The lightning has struck.  We are at war with Germany.  As we write, the aerials of tens 
of thousands of us are being lowered to earth, and our instruments disconnected.  We 
have been ordered to do this by the Navy Department.  
   Every amateur station is closed down.  The lid is on and clamped tightly for a period of 
time, the duration of which no man knows.  All amateur traffic is halted where it 
happened to stand.  All plans for improvements are cancelled.  All the plans of our 
manufacturers are in mid-air.  In short, the great amateur wireless advance in these 
United States is stopped.  
   It is too early to form any intelligent ideas of the outcome. We of the ARRL have given 
much thought to the matter during the months leading up to the final declaration of War, 
even to the holding of special Director meetings, drawing up resolutions and sending a 
Committee to Washington to appear before the Secretary of the Navy.  But it is too early 
for any action to be taken.  There are too many other more pressing problems confronting 
the authorities.  Order will, however, eventually come out of the chaos, and when it does, 
we amateurs will undoubtedly be called upon for a very important and honorable duty, 
that of supplying operators and apparatus for Government service, and policing the 
United States radio-wise.  Our resolution as already presented to the Government is as 
follows, and will give an idea of what may be expected in the future:  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE NAVIGATION SERVICE 
Office of Radio Inspector 

To all Radio Experimenters,  
   Sirs:  
   By virtue of the authority given the President of the United States by an act of 
Congress, approved August 13, 1912, entitled "An Act to Regulate Radio 
Communication," and of all other authority vested in him and in pursuance of an order 
issued by the President of the United States, I hereby direct the immediate closing of all 
stations for radio communications, both transmitting and receiving, owned or operated by 
you. In order fully to carry this order into effect, I direct that the antennae and all aerial 
wires be immediately lowered to the ground, and that all radio apparatus both for 
transmitting and receiving be disconnected from both the antennae and ground circuits 
and that it otherwise be rendered inoperative both for transmitting and receiving any radio 
messages or signals, and that it so remain until this order is revoked. Immediate 
compliance with this order is insisted upon and will be strictly enforced. Please report on 
the enclosed blank your compliance with this order, a failure to return such blank 
promptly will lead to a rigid investigation. 
 

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, 
District Communication Superintendent 



RESOLUTION 

 

   Whereas, the American Radio Relay League is now and for three years has been 
engaged in developing the science of radio communication; and  
   Whereas, it has more than three thousand members, many of them experts in radio 
communication; and  
   Whereas, the American Radio Relay League through its membership could draw to its 
assistance the important local facilities of its members and, through an efficient system of 
inspection of each district, could furnish promptly all detailed information as to 
conditions existing in said locality as to every wireless plant in operation; and  
   Whereas, the Board of Direction of the American Radio Relay League for the foregoing 
reasons is prepared to undertake the organization and direction of a systematic plan to 
eliminate the operation of secret illegal wireless plants, which will be used to supply the 
enemy with traitorous information, thereby aiding the Government of the United States in 
national defense;  
   Therefore, be it resolved, that in the emergency now existing the American Radio Relay 
League places its services and all its resources at the disposal of the United States 
Government. 
 

HIRAM PERCY MAXIM, 
President 
 

ARTHUR A. HEBERT, 
General Manager 
 

   While our stations are closed, we should help to the limit of our ability to supply the 
operators and apparatus for the manning and equipping of the important patrol stations 
along our coasts.  Both are needed, as is evidenced by the fact that our President and 
General Manager were called into consultation by the authorities and asked to help secure 
them.  Operators are wanted who can work headquarters stations, and receiving apparatus 
is wanted to equip these stations.  The transmitting apparatus is available.  Four operators 
are wanted at each headquarters station.   

 
into the game with the spirit and the snap for which the ARRL is famous.  If we cannot 
work our own stations, we can easily enough work one of Uncle Sam’s and we are told it 
is intensely interesting. 

   They will work six hours per day under a commissioned 
officer of the Navy.  They will be allowed $60 for uniform 
and equipment when they start in, and will be paid $30 per 
month, or more according to operating ability.  Until quarters 
are provided, they will be allowed $1.50 a day for subsistence.  
The experience will be of the greatest benefit and value, and 
in the years to come, every one who served his time will be 
proud of his record.  The enrollment is for the duration of the 
War only.  Application should be made to the nearest Navy 
Yard, and no time should be lost so as to get the desirable 
assignments.  
   There is the situation, fellows.  Step up promptly and get 


