
 
August                                                                                                                                                                           2012 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 

meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 
 

   I hope all of you are enjoying the summer.  The temperature’s are in the 100’s so please 
be sure to drink a lot of water and try to stay cool.  We only have August and half of 
September to go, then we’re sure to get some cooler weather. 
 

  
 

Nomination Committee so be thinking who you want on that committee and then who 
you want to be your Officers for next year as we have elections in November.  
   CTARC wants to welcome William Escolante Jr., KD5KKH out of Waco.  He joined 
our club at the July club meeting.  Be sure to say hi to him if you hear him on the radio. 
   Some events in August are the following:  Austin Summerfest is August 3rd and 4th; the 
ARRL UHF Contest is on August 4th and 5th;  LBJ Day is August 27th and is a state 
holiday so some businesses may be closed or at reduced staffing.  School will start 
August 27th so be sure to be extra alert while driving through school zones.  Also if your 
town has a law prohibiting the use of cell phones in school zones, be careful not to use 
your cell phone. 
   If any of you would like to be net control for the Thursday night net please let Kenneth 
Watkins - KE5ISN know.  His e-mail is ke5isn@aol.com.  We need more volunteers. 
 

 

- 73 de KE5UES 

   I received some important information in the 
Milam County ARES Newsletter for July.  
ARRL is now offering two courses: Introduction 

to Emergency Communications and Public 

Service and Emergency Communications 

Management for Radio Amateurs.   Go to 
http://www.arrl.org/online-course for more 
information on these courses. 
   August is the month that CTARC appoints a  

   On a sad note, Rita Schoen KE5ULI, a member of CTARC, 
became a Silent Key on July 6th, 2012.  She went through Joe 
Dorn’s Technician Class with many of us in the club.  She 
will be missed. 
   See you at the monthly meeting at 7:00 PM August 7th at the 
Bell County Communication Center. 



 
 

August NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule: 

 

August 2nd:                             August 9th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX               KE5UES 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                     AD5SK 

 

August 16th:                          August 23rd: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                 KE5ISN 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                    W5VEX 

 

August 30th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX 

Back-Up:  K6WXA 

 

 
 

   Once again the capitol city is the place 
to be August 3rd & 4th, at the Austin 
Airport Marriott South, 4415 South IH-
35, for the summer meeting of the Texas 
VHF-FM Society and the ARRL Texas 
State Convention. 
   For more information please visit: 
www.austinsummerfest.org  
 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 1800 UTC, 
August 4th through 1800 UTC August 5th 

on all authorized amateur frequencies of 
222 MHz and up. For further details see: 
http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf  
 

 
 

   Not a contest, but this operating event 
runs from 0001 UTC, August 18th to 
2359 UTC August 19th.  For more info 
on this event, please visit: http://illw.net/ 

 
 

   Contest period is from 1800 UTC, 
August 18th to 0600 UTC August 19th, 
on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters. 
   This is a great opportunity for anyone 
working towards their Worked All States 
or for anyone new to the HF bands, as 
the contestants aren’t interested in 
“ragchewing” but rather, in making 
contacts and moving on.  For more info, 
visit: http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php  
 

Names in the News – Again! 

 

 
 

   Irene Marie Levy – KJ6CEY of San 
Jacinto, CA has been arrested - again. 

This time on June 30th for pointing a 
laser at a fire truck. 
   At around 3:45 a.m. police responded 
to a call to assist CalFire where they 
were informed that Levy had been 
shining a laser at the driver of a fire 
engine while it was in motion. 
   Levy was taken into custody and 
booked into the Smith correctional 
facility where she is being held in lieu of 
$25,000 bail. 
   You may recall back in May of 2010, 
Levy was arrested for using her radio 
equipment to interfere with CalFire 
dispatches and the Hemet Police 
dispatch.  In that case she was found 
guilty and was ordered to complete a 
mental health program and to stay out of 
trouble. 
 



 
 

The Radio Act of 1912 
 

 
David Sumner, K1ZZ  

CEO, American Radio Relay League 

 

   August 13th will mark a century since 
the approval of the Radio Act of 1912 
that required for the first time that radio 
stations must be licensed.  Today we 
take great pride in being a federally 
licensed radio service that can only be 
entered by examination, but at the time it 
was widely regarded as the end of 
Amateur Radio.  Enacted two years 
before the founding of the ARRL, the 
legislation was intended to curb amateur 
activity not only by requiring licenses 
but also by placing severe restrictions on 
private, non-commercial stations.  In the 
four months following its passage just 
1,185 amateur station licenses were 
issued in the United States, representing 
but a fraction of the stations known to be 
active at that time. 
   As we now know, the amateurs of that 
era overcame the supposed handicap of 
being relegated to wavelengths shorter 
than 200 meters (that is, frequencies 
above 1.5 MHz) and in the following 
decade would demonstrate that shorter is 
in fact better.  One wonders what the 
architects of the more draconian 
provisions of the Radio Act of 1912 
must have thought in the ensuing years 
as they watched the spectacular record of 
Amateur Radio unfold. 

 
 

   PE1GU will be active as PA6FUN 
from Ameland Island between July 30th 
and August 15th.  His operation will be 
on 6 meters only.  QSL via PE1GU. 
   DL4ME will be active as 5H3ME 
from Tanzania between August 14th and 
September 3rd.  His operation will be on 
the HF bands from 80 through 6 meters 
using CW and the Digital modes.  QSL 
via his home callsign. 
   VE2XB will be operational stroke FP 
from St. Pierre and Miquelon Islands 
from August 10th to the 20th.  His 
activity will have a special focus on 6 
meters, but he will also be active on all 
bands from 80 through 10 meters as 
well.  QSL via his home callsign. 
   N6L will be active from August 6th to 
the 12th to celebrate the 96th Anniversary 
of the Lassen Volcanic National Park in 
northern California.  QSL via K6LSN.  
   K9HZ will be active as J68HZ from 
St. Lucia between August 1st and the 
18th.  QSL via his home callsign.  
 

 
 

   ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma - 
AB1FM, reports that as of Sunday, July 
1st, the new Amateur Extra (Element 4) 
exam went into effect.  All Element 4 
exams given on or after that date must 
use the new exams; any exams given 
using the previous version (2008 series) 
will not be accepted.  All VE teams 
should discard the previous versions of 
the Amateur Extra Class exam booklets 
as they are no longer valid. 
   The new Amateur Extra Class question 
pool can be found at:  
http://www.arrl.org/files/media/News/REVI
SED_2012-2016_Extra_Class_Pool.pdf  



The Citizen Weather Observer Program 
 

Joe Dorn, W5VEX 
  
   Amateur radio has long been associated with weather events and SkyWarn - the reason 
I returned to amateur radio in 1996 after a long absence.  One facility many of you might 
not be aware of is the Citizen Weather Observer Program (CWOP).  If you have seen the 
many weather symbols on one of the APRS display programs such as aprs.fi you have 
seen CWOP in action, especially those without amateur radio call signs.  I was the 53rd 
member of the now thousands of people contributing to it. 
 

  
 

   I have almost successfully returned my two weather stations to the air, both physically 
and radio wise.  My horses became tangled up with them while testing them a few years 
back and I piled them in one of my many corners.  After over a month of replacing parts 
and recalibrating, the first one is up and twirling the other is waiting for one more 
replacement part and should be up and running soon. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                       Typical Peet brothers U2100 Weather Station 

 

 

   For more information, visit:  http://wxqa.com  a lot of other info about CWOP stations 
are available through this site as well. 
  
  
 

   The Citizen Weather Observer Program is a public-
private partnership with three main goals: 1) to collect 
weather data contributed by citizens; 2) to make this data 
available for weather services and homeland security; and 
3) to provide feedback to the data contributors so that they 
have the tools to check and improve their data quality.  In 
fact, the web address, wxqa.com, stands for weather 
quality assurance.  Those of us that have our stations in 
the program have our data quality checked to ensure we 
are putting out quality information. 

   Robert Shoemaker - KE5WVC, has allowed me 
to place one of my Peet Brothers U2100 units at 
his house located on a point overlooking Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake in Bell County and it is running 
under his call as KE5WVC-1.  You can view its 
near real time tracking data at: 
http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/wxpage.cgi?call=KE5WVC-1  

   By the time this article reaches press time, my 
second unit should be off the work bench and up 
and running at my house in Belton under the call 
of W5VEX-1.  You can view the data from it at: 
http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/wxpage.cgi?call=w5vex-1 

   Real time observations from your home weather 
station can be of great interest to many people 
across the country who share your interest in the 
weather, as well as NOAA. 



   
 

“What horrors we go through and yet live.” 
 

   In the year 1875 life was good at Indianola, Texas.  It was ten years after the Civil War, 
the Yankee reconstruction government was gone years ago, and ship traffic to the port 
was growing steadily.  In this frontier seaport town, there were travelling baseball teams, 
4th of July Celebrations, fire brigades, churches, schools, theatres, billiard parlors, and 
photography studios.  Seafood was particularly cherished.  It was also the year of the first 
hurricane of two that would devastate the town and lead to its abandonment.  
 

 
                                                                                                                                         Indianola, Texas 1875 before the hurricane. 

 

   Eleven years later on August 19th, 1886 the second hurricane – “The Great Hurricane 

of 1886” –  struck and was even more destructive than the first.  The waters of the bay 
raced to fury and rushed angrily westward over the town and far out into the prairie 
beyond.  During the afternoon most of the buildings along the bay front had succumbed 
to the fury of the storm.  The horrors by night can scarcely be imagined.  
 

  
          Foreground: remains of the U.S. Signal Office  
 

destroyed any hope of recovery.  Fire rained from the sky, and the wind filled the air with 
flames and embers, destroying all but two of the town’s buildings and killed a large 
number of citizens. 
   By the following morning the streets were free of water.  The first gleam of coming day 
shone down on the pitiful sight of a wrecked town.  A thriving city with its handsome 
residences and happy homes, its warehouses stored with products, its costly churches and 
splendid marts of businesses, streets, pavements and gardens all shattered and an 
unsightly ruin with not a building left standing.   

 

The Death of Indianola 
“Queen City of the West” 

   Of the many ghost towns in Texas, none died as 
tragic a death as Indianola. 
   On September 16, 1875 the first hurricane struck 
with winds of 110 miles-per-hour that literally 
blew the town away.   Despite extensive damage 
and the loss of 270 lives, the town was partially 
rebuilt by residents unwilling to concede to the 
forces of nature.  But the damage had been done 
and the population began to decline.  By 1880 
fewer than a thousand people remained. 

   What wind and water failed to destroy, a 
subsequent fire sealed the fate of Indianola. 
The U.S. signal station, an early type of 
weather station, where a man named Captain 
Reed was in charge, crumbled, and then a 
lamp in the station exploded as the building 
fell.  A fire started and spread, fanned by the 
winds despite the heavy rains.  The hurricane 
was already a blow to Indianola, but the fire 



A raft 17 miles long composed of pianos, dished, dead and maimed people, cows, horses, 
ships, houses, concrete pillars.  In one area of 13 city blocks some 116 buildings were 
completely washed away, and 90 were damaged beyond repair.  Railroad cars had been 
bodily moved as far as a 1/2 mile.  Boats were blown high and dry onto the prairie some 
4 and 5 miles inland. 

 
                                                                                                                            The Calhoun County court house in ruins in Indianola 

 

worn away as water reclaims the land, shrinking the coastline.  Today almost nothing 
remains of the original Indianola.  Unlike other U.S. ghost towns, what remains of the 
town lie some fifteen feet underwater, three hundred feet offshore in Matagorda Bay.  A 
granite marker on the shore marks the location nearest where the courthouse sat. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                    Storm path of “The Great Hurricane of 1886” 

   When it was over, residents gave up their 
dream, packed their bags and the port city 
known as the “Queen City of the West” was 
no more.  In 1887 the county seat was moved 
to Port Lavaca.  The post office and courthouse 
quickly followed.  This time there was no 
discussion or debate.  Indianola was abandoned 
forever. 
   Over the years, the spot has been steadily 
worn away as water reclaims the land, 

   Experts believe the hurricane of 1886 was the fifth 
largest storm to ever strike the United States, as a 
Category 4.  At the time it hit Indianola, on August 
20, 1886, it was the strongest hurricane ever 
recorded with winds an estimated 155 mph, a 
pressure of 925 mbar, and a storm surge of 15 feet. 
   The storm’s intensity was unprecedented and 
remains the strongest hurricane to ever hit Texas and 
at least the 5th strongest in US history.  Due to the 
complete destruction of Indianola, and thereby 
destruction of storm data, it is entirely possible that 
the Indianola Hurricane was stronger than records 
show. 
   The hurricane continued moving inland and didn’t 
stop until it hit near the very edge or tip of northern 
Texas. 

 
Now Indianola, she’s only a ghost 

on the jagged shoreline of the old Texas coast. 
Where the howling wild wind has raised up its 

hand, and buried her dreams in the sand... 
- Brian Burns 

 



“Super Derecho” Severe Weather Outbreak 

Fred Vobbe, W8HDU 
 

   A “super derecho” of violent thunderstorms left more than a 700-mile trail of 
destruction across the Midwest and mid-Atlantic on June 29th, cutting power to millions 
and killing thirteen people.  

 

located at WLIO Television on Lima Ohio’s west side. 
   According to WLIO’s Chief Meteorologist, Kyle Adams, on Sunday, July 1st, 
thousands in West Central Ohio were still without power.  According to the AEP website 
over 600,000 people in Ohio had no power.  They are comparing the magnitude of the 
event to the remnants of Hurricane Ike that came through in September of 2008.  

 

power in Indiana; 140,461 were without power in Kentucky; in Ohio and West Virginia 
the number climbed to more than 600,000.  As the storm strengthened Virginia had over 
2.5 million people out of power, and Maryland had more than 1.3 million without power. 

 

   A derecho is defined as a widespread and long-
lived wind storm that accompanies rapidly 
moving showers or thunderstorms.  The most 
severe derechos are given the adjective “super”. 
   Winds gusted to 91 mph, equal to that of a 
category 1 hurricane, at the Fort Wayne 
International Airport, in Indiana, during the 
afternoon.   Winds gusts were recorded at 72 
mph at the KT8APR repeater site, which is  

   As the storm moved to the east-southeast 
lightning and high winds of more than 80 mile 
per hour, knocked down transmission structures, 
poles, power lines and trees across AEP 
Energy’s Ohio service territory.  The central 
Ohio counties of Franklin, Delaware and Licking 
were the hardest hit, with approximately 345,000 
customers affected. 
   On Sunday, July 1st, 112,760 were without  

   Hams performed multifaceted roles from 
relaying storm information to the National 
Weather Service, as well as reports of damage to 
authorities.  Hams in counties where storms 
raged called repeaters to the east, warning them 
of what they would be experiencing, allowing 
them to mobilize before the storm hit. 
   President Obama declared an emergency exists 
in the State of Ohio Saturday and ordered federal 
aid to assist state and local efforts due to the 
emergency conditions from the severe storms. 



The First “Silent Key” 
 

   Standing at the lower end of Battery Park, in the shadow of the Barge Office walls, 
against a background of stately poplars, where the tip end of New York looks out toward 
the remorseless ocean stands a simple fountain and a noble column.  This memorial to 
wireless operators lost at sea, stirs the imagination of the passer-by as no other memorial 
of uncompromising granite could.  It is an eloquent reminder of a tradition that has grown 
out of the brand of courage which, has been written in the indelible annals of the men 
who go down to the sea in ships. 

 
 

operators who, in the midst of storm and terror, stuck to their post of duty and went down 
with their ships.  In nearly every case, not a soul on board would have been saved but for 
the courage and faithfulness of the wireless operator.   
 

  
                          Steamship SS Ohio in 1907 

 

CQD CQD OHIO STRUCK ROCK. STEAMER SINKING FAST. SEND AID IMMEDIATELY 

OR EVERYBODY WILL BE LOST. CAPTAIN.  Just then the steamships Humboldt and 
Rupert called the Ohio, and asked for her latitude.  PB heard the call, and heard Eccles 
flash back the answer.  In a few moments Eccles was heard again, and this time he said: 
OHIO SINKING FAST. CANNOT HOLD OUT. PASSENGERS ARE BEING TAKEN OFF IN 

SMALL BOATS. CAPTAIN AND CREW WILL STICK TILL LAST.  Humboldt and Rupert 
both replied they were making for the Ohio at their utmost speed.  Eccles flashed back: 
PASSENGERS OFF AND ADRIFT IN SMALL BOATS. CAPTAIN AND CREW GOING OFF 
IN LAST BOAT WAITING FOR ME NOW.  MY GOD!  I'M  — 

   The message was never finished.  The Ohio had suddenly broken loose from the rock 
on which she had been hanging and sank instantly with Eccles still aboard. 

   Most of us are creatures of the land, 
and the dangers of the sea have in our 
minds the added terror that attaches to 
things unknown and mysterious, so it is 
that the picture we form of a man on a 
sinking vessel, sitting calmly at his post 
and ticking off the calls for help--calls 
which may or may not be answered--stirs 
our deepest admiration. 
   At the time of its commemoration on 
May 12th, 1915, ten names appeared on 
the monument.  Ten young wireless  

   The first name appearing on the column is 
that of George C. Eccles who was instrumental 
in saving the lives of 200 persons, when his 
ship, the SS Ohio, struck a reef near Ketchikan, 
Alaska on August 26, 1909. 
   The wireless station at Ketchikan - PB - had 
just finished talking with Eccles aboard the 
Ohio and was amazed when it suddenly got a 
distress call from Eccles.   
   PB answered it, and got from Eccles the 
following:   



News Radio Makes News 
 

   On August 20, 1920, WWJ (then known by the call letters 8MK) started broadcasting 
from this transmitter in the offices of the Detroit News at 8:15 PM, on 833 KHz.  WWJ 
was Michigan’s first commercial radio station, and the Detroit News was the first 
newspaper in the world to start a radio station. 
 

 
 
 

   For the next 10 days the station — what else? — played music to work out the kinks.  
“These concerts were enjoyed by no one save such amateurs as happened to be listening 
in,” The Detroit News reported about itself.  After 10 days of concerts, almost nobody 
had heard the station that was poised to make history. 
   Everything was found to be satisfactory, and on the night of August 31

st, which was 
primary election day, the results of local, state and congressional election returns and 
other news headlines, were sent to the public that night by means of radio. 
 

  
                  The radio staff of the Detroit News 

 

   In the four hours that the apparatus, set up in an out-of-the-way corner of The News 
Building, was hissing and whirring its message into space, few realized that a dream and 
a prediction had come true.  The news of the world was being given forth through this 
invisible trumpet to the waiting crowds in the unseen market place. 

 
 

   Using a borrowed phonograph from the Edison 
Shop, Howard Trumbo placed a record on the 
turntable.  He chose two records for the 
occasion:  “Roses of Picardy,” and “Annie 
Laurie,” two of the most famous World War I  
era songs.  Frank Edwards, one of WWJ’s first 
operators called into the night, “This is 8MK 

calling,” to the delight of an audience listening 
on homemade receivers, in perhaps 30 Detroit 
homes. 

   The exact headlines of that day are of no 
historical significance, but with this local 
newscast a nascent medium finally conveys a 
message so compelling that it would soon 
capture the world’s imagination as only 
television and the internet would, many, many 
years later… 
   The first news broadcast on radio. 

   The News on Sept. 1, 1920, carried the 
announcement:  “The sending of the election 
returns by The Detroit News’ radiophone Tuesday 
night was fraught with romance and must go down 
in the history of man’s conquest of the elements as 
a gigantic step in his progress.” 
   WWJ is still broadcasting today at 950 on the 
AM dial with an all-news format under the 
ownership of the CBS network. 
 



KE5DAR TO BE ON-ORBIT DJ AUGUST 3rd 

   NASA astronaut Joe Acaba - KE5DAR, currently aboard the International Space 
Station, will play Disk Jockey in space on Friday, August 3rd.  That’s when he will do a 
live remote from the International Space Station as a part of a two-hour music and talk 
show to be streamed over Internet station Third Rock Radio.  
 

  
            Joe Acaba – KE5DAR 

 

together.  As a former educator, I also appreciate the strong links between music and 
math, one of the core components that is so critical to my work as an astronaut.” 
   For those not aware, Third Rock Radio is a project of Houston, Texas radio veterans. It 
is produced under a NASA Space Act Agreement with RFC Media.  
   The “Joe Show” is mainly aimed at younger Americans.  It can be heard as an audio 
stream at www.ThirdRockRadio.net with Acaba’s appearance beginning at 4 p.m. 
Eastern Time, on Friday, August 3rd.  

 
Heathkit Declares Bankruptcy, Closes for Good (Again) 

 
   The July 19 edition of The Herald-Palladium -- a newspaper serving the communities 
of Benton Harbor and St Joseph, Michigan -- is reporting that Heathkit Education 
Company has declared bankruptcy and has officially closed its doors after defaulting on 
its lease.   
   According to the paper, Heathkit once employed more than 1800 people in its heyday 
after World War II; when it finally closed, its workforce totaled fewer than six people.  
This is the second time since 1992 that Heathkit Educational Services has shuttered its 
doors.   
   In August 2011, Heathkit announced it was returning to the kit building business, and 
in September, that it would once again be manufacturing Amateur Radio kits.  In May 
2012, the ARRL reported there were rumors of the company’s demise, but nothing was 
certain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Third Rock Radio is calling this outing “The Joe Show.”  
Acaba, a fan of classic rock, will discuss his experiences 
aboard the orbiting laboratory while presenting new rock to 
listeners around the world.  The Joe Show is a blend of 
science, technology, engineering, mathematics and art.  It 
highlights the latest technology, all within the context of 
“exploring new worlds of music.” 
   “I’m excited to be the first astronaut to DJ from space on 
Third Rock Radio,” Acaba said.  “From the recordings 
launched aboard the Voyager spacecraft to the wakeup songs 
on shuttle missions, NASA and music have a long history  



“...and after the OMEGA Class - - -” 

John Troster, W6ISQ 
 

   “CQ CQ CQ CQ CQ CQ CQ this is 
W9BR… ahhh… W… D… niner… 
fiver DogXrayOceanPapa.” 
   W Dog 49 BXOB here is 
WQ63WOOF… oh my, that was last 
week.  Sorry, this is W… er… P 6… ahh 
8 FLOP. 
   “WB68 whatever it was, this is W 
Denver… 9 4… DXOP.  You’re 5 by 6 
here near Chicago, Go.” 
   WD95DOG… XO… Papa… WP… 
like papa six eight Frank Love O-Papa.  
You’re 5 by 7 here near San Francisco.  
And say please QSL.  You’re my first 
‘WD95’er.  Got a ‘WD94’ and ‘WD96’ 
but you ‘WD95’ers is hard to find.  
Name is Jack.  WD94X6P… ahh… 
guess there was another ‘D’ in there 
somewheres… this is W6IS… err… 
W6P8F… ahh… go ahead. 
   “Okay, ok… PW86 and all that… 
well, only a few of us ‘95’s… and 
you’re lucky ‘cause I expect to be a 
‘WS’ in a week or so.  How long you 
been a ‘WP’?” 
   W50X9P this is KF… sorry, last year, 
ahh… can’t seem to remember what my 
calls are anymore.  Well, anyway, I just 
got my ‘WP’ yesterday. 
   “How many times you take the exam?” 
   Well, like the regulation says, you 
don’t get your ‘WP’ until you flunked 
the exam ‘Persistently’… that’s 4 times. 
Ain’t easy.  And say… I been outa town 
a few months… what’s that ‘WD’ prefix 
ya got there mean again? 
   “Say, you have been outa touch.  
That’s the prefix for the ‘Dunno’ class!  
Yeah, I took my exam for the First Class 
a month or so ago.  So, well, once ya 
take the exam even… you’re really 
never the same station… like how would 
you still like to be signing a ‘WL95’ call 
when you already took the exam for the 

‘WF’?  I mean… after all… when ya 
take the exam already… you’re at least a 
little better than a ‘WL’.  Right?  But I 
still ‘Dunno’ if I passed.  So I’m a ‘WD’ 
for a while till I find out. OK?” 

 

 

   Guess I was lucky when I got my 
‘WP’ when I did… don’t have to worry 
about that ‘WD’.  But I’m gonna pass 
that next exam one of these months now, 
so I’ll get my ‘WF’ ticket too.  WD49 
somethin, this is N… sorry… WQ… 
ahh… go ahead. 
   “WB… no… ‘P’ you was ‘Persistent’ 
…66… 68?... 86?... whatever… well, 
very good.  Sure, take a shot at the ‘WF’.  
You’ll pass it OK.  No problem.  Like I 
been studying for my ‘WS’… that’s the 
‘Sensational Class’… and a bit on the 
‘Terrific Class’ …ahh that’s ‘WT’.  And 
of course, ya know, if ya have your 25 
w.p.m. code of for the ‘WT’ Class ya 
don’t have to take it again for either the 
‘KSD’ Class… ahh… ‘Super Duper’ or 
the ‘Super Collasal’ …that’s ‘KSC’… 
hmmm.  The ‘WP’ near San Francisco, 
this is the Chicago station.” 
   No foolin’.  Well then, I think I’ll 
maybe skip over the ‘WF’ and ‘WS’ and 
go straight for ‘WT’ Oh I dunno… 
   “No, no… you can’t get the ‘Dunno’ 
until after you take the test.  Like me.” 



…and after the OMEGA Class - - - 
(Continued from previous page…) 

 
   Oh, yeah, sorry.  Well I’ll go straight 
for the ‘Terrific Class’ with the code 
test… pass that one easy.  Lessee, one 
dot is ‘e’ one dash is ‘m’ or maybe… oh 
well, ditditditdahdahdahditditdit…or 
cq… and all that.  Sure… get that ‘WT’ 
down and go for the ‘KSC’ ‘Super 
Collasal’.  Yeeeaaahhh.  ‘KSC68’ 
sounds good, huh?  As far as prefixes go, 
I mean.  One little thing though.  What’s 
my incentive suppose to be to get a 
‘KSC’ Class ticket? 
   “Where ya been fella?  Ya need a 
‘KSC’ plus 40 w.p.m. to get THE big 
one.  And you know it’s worth going 
after… ‘specially if you want to work 
160.” 
   Meters? 
   “No, gigacycles.” 
   Via OSCAR? 
   “No prefix for that Class yet.” 
   Well what’s THE class ya get when ya 
pass the 40 w.p.m. and theory? 
   “OMEGA Class!! …that’s a ‘WOW’ 
prefix… like in Wonder of Wonders.” 
   That’s THE end, ain’t it?? …!! 
   “Well, not quite.  There’s really one 
more Class.  But it’s kind of a let-down 
after all them other nifty classes and 
prefixes and stuff.” 
   Yeah its gotta be a anti-climax after 

OMEGA. 
   “Yeah, you’re right.  After ya had a 
OMEGA Class ticket for 3 years… they 
give you back your old beat-up original 
‘W/K’ three-letter call.” 

 
   This article first appeared in the August 1965 

issue of QST and is reprinted here with the 

permission of the ARRL.   –Ed. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

First Elected Official on Radio 
 

   On August 24, 1919, Vice President 
Thomas Marshall apparently became the 
first elected official to make an address 
carried by radio, as General George E. 
Squier, the U.S. Army’s chief signal 
officer, set up a radio transmitter 
described as a “great voice” in Trinity 
Church in Washington, D.C. 
 

 
 

   The address of Vice President 
Marshall was heard in most of the 
District and parts of Virginia.  Listeners 
reported that the vice president’s address 
was heard distinctly at Bowling field, the 
steps of the Capitol, the Washington 
Monument and on the President’s yacht, 
the Mayflower.  
   The Vice President in his address 
discussed the league of nations, predict- 
ing its adoption by this government and 
declared the time has come when 
America must take part in all world wars 
wherein the question of right and wrong 
is concerned.  He denounced profiteers, 
and declared the American people 
should practice thrift and buy less of the 
luxuries of life. 
   Marshall served under President 
Woodrow Wilson from 1913 to 1921. 


