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The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 

 

   This last week I received a message that I want to share with all of you, about a group 
that is just starting and does not plan to really get going until after the first of the year.  I 
have joined and I am looking forward to getting involved with the Pink HAMsters. 
Susan Godfrey-KF5OHM, has taken the initiative to start a Central Texas chapter of the 
Pink HAMsters which is designed to encourage more females to participate in the hobby 
and create a way for women that are married or related to ham operators, to get to know 
each other; and perhaps in the process, develop an interest in the hobby.  Whether you 
have your license or not, you’re invited to join us.  It’s as much about friendship as it is  
ham radio. 
   Please encourage your wives, daughters, sisters, aunts, etc. to join the Central Texas 
Chapter of the Pink HAMsters by directing them to these websites – 

 

http://pinkhamsterscentraltexas.blogspot.com 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/369144739835646 

 

   On October 20th Teddy Bruski-KE5UET and myself attended the field training exercise 
sponsored by Texas State Guard Amateur Radio Club.  It was held at their clubhouse and 
we were impressed with their clubhouse.  I wish our club could have something like it. 
The ham equipment was fantastic.  We learned some more about the fox hunting 
equipment and how to set up a stand-alone-HF emergency station.  There was a lot of 
good food and fellowship.  Their next training exercise will be late February or early 
March. 
   Ok let me mention a few events you might be interested in.  Daylight Saving Time ends 
Sunday, November 4th.  Our next club meeting is Tuesday, November 6th and it is a 
General Membership Meeting where voting of new club officers and revisions to the 
CTARC constitution will take place.  Don’t forget that November 6th is also Election Day 
so get out and vote if you haven’t done early voting.  Veteran’s Day is Monday, 
November 12th, a lot of business and government offices will be closed.  There will not 
be a weekly net on Thanksgiving, November 22nd.  Our December 4th meeting will be at 
Schoepf’s at 7:00 PM. This is our annual Christmas Dinner.  Also our January meeting 
date falls on New Year Day so it is being post-poned until Tuesday, January 8th. 
   See you all on November 6th at the club meeting. 
 

- 73 de KE5UES 

 



 
 

   “Los Angeles Police calling all cars, 
attention all cars…” 

 

 
 

   Calling All Cars was one of the 
earliest police shows on the air and is 
believed to have been the precursor of 
Dragnet.   
   The show aired on the CBS radio 
network from November 29th, 1933 to 
September 8th, 1939 and was a classic 
police drama which portrayed the true 
crime stories of the Los Angeles Police 
Department. 
   You can tune-in again to these 
episodes by visiting: 
http://www.archive.org/details/CallingAllCars  
 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 2100Z, Nov. 
17th to 0300Z, Nov. 19th on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB. 
   For more information, please visit: 
www.arrl.org/sweepstakes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 

November 1st:                    November 8th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN               KE5UES       
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     KE5ISN 

 

November 15th:               November 22nd: 
Net Control:  AD5SK         - No Net - 
Back-Up:  K6WXA         Thanksgiving 

 

November 29th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA 

Back-Up:  W5VEX 
 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

 
 

   Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, 
November 4th at 2:00 AM.  Be sure to 
set your clocks back one hour before 
going to bed the preceding Saturday 
night. 

   “The best number is 73. Why? 73 is the 
21st prime number.  Its mirror (37) is the 
12th and its mirror (21) is the product of 
multiplying, 7 and 3.  In binary, 73 is a 
palindrome, 1001001 which backwards is 

1001001.”         - Dr. Sheldon Cooper (c/o K8MHZ) 



FCC Seeks Comments on Proposed Changes 
 to Amateur Licensing Rules and Emission Types 

 
   Earlier this month, the FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking as WT Docket 
No. 12-283, proposing to amend the Part 97 rules governing the Amateur Radio Service.  
Specifically: 
   (1)  the revision of Part 97.505 to require that VEs give examination credit to an 
applicant who can demonstrate that he or she formerly held a particular class of license, 
even though that license holder’s license is expired and is beyond the grace period for 
renewal.  Exception, Technician Class operator licenses granted before March 21, 1987 -- 
element credit is not given for an Amateur Operator license that has expired and is 
beyond the grace period for renewal. 
   (2)  the revision of Part 97.21(b) which would reduce the grace period for renewal of 
expired amateur radio licenses from the current two years, to 180 days.  The FCC also 
wondered whether instead of amending the rules to allow element credit for expired 
licenses, it should simply extend the renewal grace period for a substantial length of time 
such as a 10 year grace period. 
   (3)  the reduction in waiting period for Vanity Call Signs following the death of a 
licensee, or expiration or termination of the license for that call sign, from the current two 
years, to six months. 
   (4)  the revision of Part 97.509(c) to reduce the currently required three Volunteer 
Examiners at a licensing session, to just two. 
   (5)  the revision of Part 97.3(c) to include emission types “FXD” and “FXE”. 
   Comments may be filed electronically using the Internet by accessing the ECFS at: 
http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs2 . 
 
 

New South Texas SEC 

Lee Cooper, W5LHC 
ARRL South Texas Section Manager 

 

   Tom Whiteside-N5TW, has  
announced his plans to step down 
as the Section Emergency 
Coordinator for south Texas.   
   Effective January 1st, Jim Russell 
-NQ5L will be the new SEC for  
south Texas. 

 

 

 
 

   Mark McGraw-KF5HUG, has been 
hard at work “re-activating” our club’s 
website and updating information in it.  
It’s still a work in progress, but give it a 
visit at:  www.ctarc.org  
 

 
 

Garage Mechanic:  What’s the trouble lady? 
Mrs. New Driver:  They say I have a short 
circuit.  Can you lengthen it while I wait, 
please?                                - QST, November 1942 

 

 
 



 
 

   DL4HG and DL5XAT will be on the 
air as 9H3OG and 9H3TX, respectively, 
from Malta’s Gozo Island between 
November 21st and the 26th.  QSL 
9H3OG via DL4HG and 9H3TX via 
DL5XAT. 
   AJ9C will be active as YN2CC from 
Granada, Nicaragua, between November 
20th and the 28th.  Operations will be on 
160 through 6 meters using CW, SSB 
and RTTY.  QSL to his home callsign. 
   OH1VR and OH3JR will be 
operational stroke VK9 from Lord 
Howe Island between November 17th 
and the 27th. 

 
Activity will be on 160 through 6 meters 
using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL direct 
to their home callsigns with a s.a.s.e. and 
an International Reply Coupon to cover 
return postage. 
   A multi-national team will be on the 
air as V84SMD from Brunei, between 
November 11th and the 23rd. Operations 
will be on 160 through 10 meters, 
including the 30, 17 and 12 meter bands. 
Modes to be supported are CW, SSB and 
RTTY.  QSL via IK2VUC. 
   The Hellenic Amateur Radio of 
Association of Australia will have a 
DXpedition to Campbell Island as 
ZL9HR from November 28th through 
December 9th.  More info is at: 
www.zl9hr.com.  QSL via EB7DX. 

      A DXpedition to St. Peter and St. 
Paul Rocks as PTØS, will be held from 
November 10th to the 22nd .   

 

Operations will be on 160 through 6 
meters.  QSL via HA7RY.  More on this 
operation is on-line at: www.pt0s.com. 
   A group of Polish amateurs will be 
active from Mauritania as 5TØSP from 
Nov, 24th to Dec. 10th on 160 – 10 
Meters.  QSL as directed on the air. 
   DL7AFS and DJ7ZG will be active 
from Montserrat Island 5-19 November  
as VP2MYL and VP2MGZ.  They will 
be active on 80-10m RTTY, PSK31, and 
SSB.  QSL via DL7AFS. 
   W9XY will be active from the 
Bahamas as C6AXY between November 
4th to the 9th.  His operation will be on 
40 through 10 meters using mostly CW 
and SSB, with maybe some RTTY or 
PSK31.  QSL via his home callsign. 
   N6MW will be active stroke KH8 
from American Samoa between 
November 8th and the 19th.  Operations 
will be on 160 through 10 meters using 
mainly CW, but some SSB and RTTY. 
QSL as directed. 
   OK1JBR / ZL2KBR will be active 
from Rarotonga Island in the South 
Cook Islands 12-19 November as 
E51KBR.  He will be active on 20-10 m 
SSB, RTTY & PSK31.  QSL via 
ZL2KBR. 
   NA5U will be active as YJØAFU 
from Vanuatu in the south Pacific from 
3 – 10 November on 160 thru 6 meters.  
QSL via his home callsign. 
 



Owen Garriott - W5LFL 
1st Ham in Space 

 

   For most amateur radio operators, it is the thrill of a lifetime to receive a “CQ”, or 
general call, from an astronaut in space.  But for some, like former astronaut Dr. Owen K. 
Garriott, call sign W5LFL, the thrill comes from receiving a response from hams down 
on Earth. 

 
                                                                                                                                                               Owen K. Garriott - W5LFL 
 

of Skylab 3, but was unable to due to timing and other complications.  Ultimately, 
though, he persisted and was able to obtain permission to fly a small hand-held 
transceiver aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia. 
 

 
       Garriott aboard the Columbia during STS-9 
 

Hussein-JY1, who regarded his contact with W5LFL as one of the high points of his 
amateur radio career. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                               Lift-off of the Space Shuttle Columbia, STS-9 

   He was the first astronaut to take a ham radio into space.  
This historical mission took place on the Space Shuttle 
Columbia during STS-9, which was launched on 
November 28, 1983.  The mission lasted ten days and for 
the last seven of those days hams around the world were 
able to hear and QSO with W5LFL on the 2 meter ham 
band. 
   This was the beginning of a new era for amateur radio, 
the first time anyone in space had ever operated amateur 
radio.  Garriott had originally proposed the idea of taking 
a ham radio into space on his first space mission, as part  

   “It was my good fortune to take the first amateur 
radio into space on STS-9 in November 1983,” 
Garriott said.  “In my spare time only, I managed to 
hold up an antenna to the window and to talk to 
amateurs on Earth.  I used a well-designed, hand-
held antenna, known as a ‘cavity antenna’, which 
could be velcro’ed to the window.  It was about 24 
inches in diameter and looked somewhat like a large 
aluminum cake pan.” 
   Along with general QSO’s, Garriott was able to 
QSO with members of his home-town radio club – 
W5HTK, Barry Goldwater-K7UGA, Jordon’s King 

   Since then, ham radio has been aboard dozens of 
Space Shuttle flights, Space Station MIR, and now the 
International Space Station (ISS). 
   Today the ISS carries its own ham radio repeater – 
which is not always on – which has an uplink of 
437.800 and a downlink of 145.800 when the ISS is 
over-head. You can track where the ISS is by going to: 
http://www.isstracker.com  



 
 

   This cache is maintained and used primarily for wildland fires; however, it may show 
up on any large incident such as floods, hurricanes, a tornado or by law enforcement.  It 
was used for the Republican and Democratic National Conventions in 2004, and most 
recently in our area last year during the wildfires of 2011. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Logistics Frequencies 

 

   Logistics manages the flow of resources, between their point of origin and their point of 
destination in order to meet the requirements.  The resources managed in logistics can include 
items such as food, materials, equipment, liquids and personnel.  
 

406.4000 Logistics-1 Repeater   411.5000 Link – Aircraft 
406.5875 Logistics-2 Repeater   411.5250 Misc. 
407.7875 Logistics-3 Repeater   411.5750 Misc. 
408.5000 Logistics-7 Repeater   411.7500 Link – Aircraft  
408.8000 Logistics-6 Repeater   411.8000 Link – Aircraft 
410.2750 Logistics-4 Repeater   411.9250 Link – Aircraft 
410.7750 Logistics-5 Repeater   412.1500 Link – Aircraft 
408.9000 Special-2    412.2000 Link – Aircraft 
411.2500 Link – Aircraft   412.6000 Link – Aircraft 
411.3000 Misc.     414.6500 Misc. 
411.4000 Special-1    417.9000 Misc. 
411.4250 Misc. 

National Incident 
Radio Support Cache 

   The cache is located and maintained by the National 
Interagency Incident Communications Division of the National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise, Idaho. 
   Other frequencies temporarily assigned to specific incidents 
may also be used.  Frequencies listed are subject to change at 
any time and are not verified to be 100% accurate, complete or 
current in all areas.  Some of these frequencies may not go in 

to use until January 1
st
, 2013, when the new FCC Part 90 

rules go into effect. 

Tactical Frequencies 

These are simplex frequencies used in mobiles 
and hand-held radios: 

 

166.7250 Tac-4 
166.7750 Tac-5 
168.0500 Tac-1 
168.2000 Tac-2 
168.2500 Tac-6 
168.6000 Tac-3 

Command Frequencies 

These are the output frequencies of itinerant 
portable repeaters used at an incident: 

 

162.9625 Command-7 
166.6125 Command-4 
167.1000 Command-5 
168.0750 Command-3 
168.1000 Command-2 
168.4750 Command-6 
168.7000 Command-1 

 



  
             Lockheed P2 Orion Slurry Bomber 
 

151.3100  168.0875  172.4000 
154.3100  168.1250   

159.3450  168.1750  Air VHF AM (Victor) Frequencies  
166.6375  168.2875   
166.6750  168.3125    122.850 
166.7500  168.4250    122.925 
166.8000  168.4875    123.025 
166.8250  168.5000    123.050 
166.8500  168.5375    123.075 
166.8750  168.5500   
166.9000  168.6250   
166.9125  168.6375   
166.9375  168.6500 
166.9500  168.6625 
166.9625  168.7250 
167.0750  168.7500 
167.1750  169.0875 
167.2250  169.1125 
167.3000  169.1500 
167.3750  169.2000 
167.4250  169.2875 
167.4500  169.3625 
167.4750  169.8750 
167.5000  169.9500 
167.5250  171.1375 
167.5500  171.5250 
167.6000  171.5750 
167.6250  171.7875 
167.9500  171.8250 
167.9875  172.2500 
168.0125  172.2750 
168.0375  172.3250       
 

Air Attack Frequencies can also be 
used as air-to-air, air-to-ground, flight opera- 
tions or by orbiting aircraft that are utilized as 
airborne air traffic control.  Other locally 
assigned or temporary incident-specific 
frequencies may also be used.  Incidents that 
grow past the initial attack phase will often 
have a unique air tactics frequency assigned to 
it.  This assignment is made by incident 
communications unit leaders using the pool of 
non-allocated federal frequencies in the area of 
the incident. 

Intra-Crew Communications 
Primarily used with simplex hand-held radios. 

 

163.7125  National Intra-Crew Net 
167.1375  Primary Initial Attack Freq. 
168.6125  Secondary Initial Attack Freq. 
173.6250  Alternate Initial Attack Freq. 
 
*168.5500 may also be used during the initial phases of an 

incident and is also used by Smoke Jumpers as a tactical air to 
ground coordination frequency during jumps. 

Government Common 
   These frequencies are used as a repeater pair, with 
168.3500 being the input and 163.1000 being the output. 
This repeater pair is used with temporary or itinerant 
repeaters.  163.1000 is also used as a simplex frequency at 
air tanker bases. 
 

163.1000 
168.3500 



  
 

Jason Dunn, Meteorologist 
National Weather Service, Fort Worth Weather Forecast Office 

 
   A significant upgrade to the Fort Worth and Central Texas NEXRAD radar systems 
will take place this month.  The systems will be upgraded to dual polarization which is 
expected to help improve rainfall estimation and assist with severe weather detection 
across the region.  The current configuration of the NEXRAD radar transmits and 
receives a single pol horizontal pulse which allows forecasters to determine precipitation 
intensity but does not give information on size or shape of the targets which it is 
sampling.  After the upgrade, the radar will transmit and receive both horizontal and 
vertical pulses. 

 
                                                                                                                                      Fort Worth Weather Radar Facility KFWS 

 
useful in determining whether or not a tornado is actually occurring.  This can be 
particularly useful with smaller tornadoes or in areas where spotter verification is not 
possible. 
   The Central Texas (Granger) radar upgrades began October 24th and will last through 
November 2nd.  The Fort Worth radar is scheduled to be upgraded between November 
5th through the 16th.  Radar data will be unavailable during these times as significant 
hardware components will need to be replaced. 
 

 
           KGRK Granger Weather Radar Facility 

WSR-88D Radar 
Upgrades 

This added information will help forecasters 
determine the size and shape of targets which 
will lead to improved accuracy in determining 
precipitation type and intensity.  In addition, 
the new data from dual polarization has also 
been shown to improve hail size estimates and 
assist with tornado detection.   
   Additionally, the new dual pol products can 
also assist in tornado debris detection.  While 
the tornado debris detection will not improve 
tornado warning lead times, it can be very  

   For the NWS and private weather forecaster 
alike, the NWS has published some excellent 
training material in several modules, covering 
this new technology and interpretation of data.   
   These training modules were developed for the 
non-meteorologist who rely on WSR-88D radar 
data to make weather-related decisions. 
   To view these modules, please visit: 
http://wdtb.noaa.gov/courses/dualpol/outreach/index.html 



CoCoRaHS WxTalk Webinar Series 

 

   CoCoRaHS has a series of monthly one-hour interactive Webinars featuring experts in 
the fields of atmospheric science, climatology and other pertinent disciplines.  These easy 
to follow presentations are live and approximately sixty minutes long.  
 

 
 

 

   Previous WxTalk Webinars have been recorded and are available for viewing at: 
http://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=wxtalk .  This month’s Webinar is on November 
8th at 10:00 AM CST, with the topic being: “There are more 'bows' in the sky than just 
rainbows” by Grant Goodge of Earth Resources Technology, Inc.  You can register for 
this live Webinar at www3.gotomeeting.com/register/468212590                – Thanks to KF5HUG 

 

Survey Shows 301 Million Trees Killed by 2011 Drought 

Holly Huffman, Texas Forest Service 
 

   A Texas A&M Forest Service survey of hundreds of forested plots scattered across the 
state shows 301 million trees were killed as a result of the devastating 2011 drought. The 
number was determined by a study of both on-the-ground tree health assessments 
collected during a three-month period earlier this year and satellite imagery from before 
and after the drought. 
 

 

The Brazos Valley region was hit the hardest, losing almost 10 percent of its trees on 
forested land.  North Texas and western Northeast Texas suffered similar fates, losing 8.3 
percent and 8.2 percent, respectively. 
   Trees in far East Texas seemed to fare the best with just 1.3 percent of trees 
succumbing to the drought in eastern Southeast Texas and just 3.9 percent dying in 
eastern Northeast Texas.  Over-all, the state lost 6.2% of all of its’ trees as a result of the 
drought of 2011. 

   Topics include: Hurricanes, Lightning, Clouds, 
Tornadoes, Hail, Flash Floods, Fire Weather, 
The Day in the life of a Forecaster, Broadcast 
Meteorology, Application of Climate, Snow, 
Rivers and Hydrology, What it’s like to write 
books on Weather and Climate, Atmospheric 
Optics, Radar, Air Pollution, Climate Change, 
Temperature, Meteorological Instruments, 
Weather and Health, Weather History, Satellites, 
and others. 

   The findings represent the number of trees in rural, 
forested areas that died as a direct result of the drought, as 
well as those that succumbed to insect infestation or 
disease because they were drought-stressed.  The figure 
does not include trees in cities and towns.  Another 5.6 
million trees in urban areas — along streets and in yards 
and parks — also died as a result of the drought, according 
to a study done earlier this year by the Texas A&M Forest 
Service Urban Forestry program. 
   Some forested areas suffered worse than others.   



 
 

My First ‘SOS’ at NMO 
Jeffrey D. Herman, KH6O 

 
Editor’s Introduction:  Jeffrey Herman was a radioman at Coast Guard station NMO in Hawaii during 
the glory days when Morse was king and 500kc was alive 24 hours a day.  In the following true narrative 
the author has deliberately changed the ship’s name and her callsign out of respect for the deceased.  The 
article does not mention the date of the incident, nor does the author recall it.  This article is copyright by 
the author and is reprinted here with his permission. 

 
   I always sat the 12 hour 500 kc night watch on my duty nights; I loved listening to the 
steady flow of calls from ships in far off waters.  Even though we sat in the Central 
Pacific I would sometimes even copy a fluttery East Coast US shore station.  Throughout 
the night I would hear ghostly signals, just above the noise level, that would fade in and 
out from who knows where.  We used a Beverage-type long wire that stretched over one 
mile in length, and NMO sat in a very electrically quiet region.  We were able to copy 
any ship or shore station anywhere in the Pacific. 

 
                                                                                                                                      Undated photo of USCG Station NMO, Hawaii 

 

almost froze me.  I yelled into the intercom to the chief, “Auto Alarm on 500” knowing at 
the same time, alarm bells were ringing on board every ship scattered around the Pacific 
within radio range of the distressed ship. 
   When a shipboard operator goes off watch, ITU rules dictated that he would leave a 
receiver tuned to 500 kc with a decoder attached - if that decoder hears at least four 4-
second dashes each with 1-second separation, relays in the decoder will clamp shut 
triggering alarm bells in the radio room, the radio officer’s sleeping quarters, and up on 
the bridge, to warn of a distress message about to be sent on 500 kc. 
   This was the first one I’d heard since my radioman school days; I can’t put into words 
the terror I felt while sitting out the ITU-required 2 minute wait.  The ITU dictates every 
step the distressed vessel’s radio officer takes: Auto Alarm, then the 2-minute wait for 
off-duty radio operators on other ships, woken by their Auto Alarm receivers, to race to 
their radio shacks to copy the distress. 

   One evening, feeling a bit drowsy (0200 local!), 
I thought I was dreaming when I heard a long 
dash, a pause, another long dash, a pause, another 
long dash, a pause, ..... Like an electric shock, 
adrenalin flooded through me at the speed of light 
- OH MY GOD - SOMEONE IS SENDING AN 
AUTO ALARM!  My eyes shot to the clock to 
time the dashes: 4 seconds on, 1 second off, 4 
seconds on, 1 second off - those 12 long dashes  



   500 kc was now in an extended silent period. Someone started tuning up and was 
immediately pounced on by myself:  QRT SOS was all I needed to send - dead silence. 
One of the Australian shore stations was sending a CQ at the same time the Auto Alarm 
went out - he must have heard it through his CQ for he stopped in mid broadcast.  
Nothing but an occasional static crash - dead silence.  Throughout my brief 500kc career 
there had never been a silence like this I thought.  
 

 
Operating position at NMO in 1976.   Photo: WBØJNR 

 
SOS DJNK DJNK DJNK DE NMC NMC NMC RRR SOS  (San Francisco) 
SOS DJNK DJNK DJNK DE NOJ NOJ NOJ RRR SOS  (Alaska) 
SOS DJNK DJNK DJNK DE NMQ NMQ NMQ RRR SOS  (Long Beach, CA) 
SOS DJNK DJNK DJNK DE KPH KPH KPH RRR SOS  (San Francisco) along with 
KFS in California, NRV in Guam, and a couple of Japan shore stations.  The radio 
operator aboard DJNK must have breathed a sigh of relief and taken some comfort 
knowing his message was heard by so many. 
   Once the RRR SOS replies ceased NMO took control; I asked the standard questions 
for situations such as this: 

 
                                                                                                                                  Ship-to-Shore Position at NMO, 1976 by WBØJNR 

 
SOS DJNK DE NMO BT OM PSE CL KEY BEFORE U LV OK? K 
(Every shipboard telegraph key has a switch which, when closed, will continuously cause 
the ship’s radio to transmit.  This enables rescue aircraft to home in on the distressed 
vessel using their direction finding equipment.  I had asked the operator to close his key 
switch before he leaves the ship.) 

 

SOS NMO DE DJNK WILL DO OM 

   Then it came: 
SOS SOS SOS CQ DE DJNK DJNK DJNK SOS 
BT MV PANAMA TRADER HULL 
CRACKED IN HEAVY SEAS MAJOR 
FLOODING 42-27N 42-27N 178-51W 178-51W 
NOW ABANDONING SHIP SOS BT MASTER 
AR K 
Then came the 10 second-long dash for direction 
finding.  Afterwards I sent:  SOS DJNK DJNK 
DJNK DE NMO NMO NMO RRR SOS.  After 
Me 500 kc was flooded with ships and shore 
stations sending their response: 

SOS DJNK DE NMO BT NEED FOLLOWING 
INFO NR OF POB (number of persons on 
board) CSE (course) HULL ES SS COLOR 
(hull and superstructure colors) NR OF BOATS 
(number of lifeboats) BOAT RADIO FREQS, 
EPIRB WX, WIND SPD ES DIR, SWELL HT 
ES DIRECTION, CURRENT (weather and sea 
data) BT SOS K - and DJNK patiently answered 
each. 
   After getting these important answers I had the 
uncomfortable task of asking: 
 



   At the same time our AMVER (“Automated Mutual Assistance Vessel Rescue”)  
computer was generating a printout of the locations of ships transiting the North Pacific: 
No ships were in DJNK’s area!  At least no AMVER reporting ships; it’s possible there 
was a ship close to DJNK that wasn’t sending us his AMVER position reports.  A very 
slim possibility but a chance we couldn’t ignore. 
   I was ordered by our Rescue Center to send the DDD SOS, i.e. to relay DJNK’s distress 
message from our 10 kW transmitter.  In A2 (Morse Code) I sent: 

 

 
    VHF Position at NMO in 1976.  Photo: WBØJNR 

 

all of us knowing at that very moment men were perishing in an icy ocean... Already we 
had aircraft in the air heading to DJNK’s position so I notified him: 
SOS DJNK DJNK DE NMO NMO BT USCG AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED TO UR POSN 
ETA 3 HRS BT HOWS UR COND? K 

 

SOS NMO DE DJNK HV TO LEAVE SHIP NOW TU OM FER 

 

   And then his transmitter had emitted a - a scream - it actually screamed!  I turned to the 
Chief asking, “Is that...?”  “Yes, the ocean water just flooded his radio room shorting out 
his transmitter and batteries.”  I couldn’t accept this - the man at that key couldn’t have 
just perished!   
 

   I sent:  SOS DJNK DE NMO SOS DJNK DJNK DE NMO 

 

   At this point the Chief put his hand on my shoulder and only said, “He can’t answer 
you – he’s gone.”  Throughout the night at 15 minute intervals I continued to send the 
Auto Alarm and the DDD SOS to no avail. 
 

 

 

AUTO ALARM (12 four second dashes with a 
one second pauses) then with my hand shaking, 
clenching the key: DDD SOS SOS SOS DDD 
CQ DE NMO NMO NMO SOS BT (DJNK’s 
message) BT ANY SHIPS IN AREA DIVERT 
AND ASSIST SIGNED US COAST GUARD 
AR DDD SOS K 
   Dead silence reigned for minutes that seemed 
like hours.  An awful, awful feeling of 
helplessness overcame me as I sat in that chair 
with the entire NMO crew standing in silence - 

   At daybreak our aircraft reported seeing 
only debris:  bales of hay, which was the 
cargo of DJNK; no lifeboats, no bodies, only 
debris.   
   Even to this day I sometimes hear, in my 
sleep, the scream DJNK’s transmitter emitted 
that terrifying and horrible night.   
 

   I pray the crew of that ship rest in peace. 
 



Your Milliamp Meters Desperately Needed! 
 

   The Signal Corps is in acute need of thousands of milliamp meters.  They are most 
urgently required in connection with the production of other radio gear.  Lack of them is 
retarding the manufacture of important military apparatus.  The situation is really critical.  
   Amateurs have thousands of milliamp meters and the Signal Corps wants to buy them, 
but regulations would require formal contracts with every selling amateur and would 
delay the procedure beyond endurance.  ARRL has leaped into this situation at the 
request of the Signal Corps and, to speed things up, will purchase and pay for meters in 
their behalf and turn them over as fast as they can be collected.  
 

 

Weston 301’s; this is for Uncle Sam and every one of these meters will do a most 
important job, the details of which we can’t tell you.  Three dollars for a burnt-out dog 
may be big money but it isn’t much for a 301; everybody admits it.  It’s just a token 
payment, not representing value returned.  We must count on your patriotism, your 
appreciation of the criticalness of the need, your acceptance of a flat average price of $3 
for all your milliamp meters, good and bad, which are accepted.  Reimbursement by the 
ARRL.  
 

 
 

This article originally appeared on page 43 in the November 1942 issue of QST and is reprinted here with permission of the ARRL. 
– Thanks to KB1EIB 

  
                                                                      

   This is a clarion call fellows.  Send in your 
milliamp meters to ARRL!  On behalf of the Army 
we will pay $3 for every d.c. milliamp meter of up 
to 500 ma. full scale which is sent in to us, of 
whatever make, the amateur list price of which 
exceeds $3 and which is accepted by the Signal 
Corps.  Meters not accepted will be returned.  Only 
milliamp meters and only d.c. May be either (1) in 
good working condition or (2) burned out but 
otherwise OK - movement, glass, scale, pointer 
must be OK.  The crying need is for low values, 
preferably 0-1 ma., 0-5 and 0-10, but we’ll take 
everything up to 0-500.  Don’t hold out your  

   This is a case of dire necessity.  Much depends upon this 
drive.  Remember, too, that a favor to the Signal Corps now is 
a favor to hamdom later.  Your meter will help cement a 
friendship that will last a generation.  Besides, it’s your 
country.  The hell with the holes in the panels; you can get 
more milliamp meters when you need them.  Come on with 
them, you fellows! At once! 

   Pack carefully in shock absorbing material, mark package 
"Meters," be sure to show your name and your own complete 
mail address clearly, prepay charges, ship any way you like, 
to:  American Radio Relay League, 38 LaSalle Road, West 
Hartford, Conn. 
                                                                            
 


