
 
December                                                                                                                                                                      2012 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 

 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES   

 

   Here we are in the last month of the year and only four months from the next Daylight 
Saving Time change.  It takes that long for my body to get use to the change.  Wish the 
powers-that-be would keep one time or the other.  The other big things of this month are 
the holidays.  If any of you are traveling this month please be careful.  Also guess what!! 
Winter starts December 21st.  Maybe we will have some colder weather by Christmas. 
   At the November Monthly meeting we elected new officers for the coming year. They 
are as follows: 

 

Priscilla Beauregard-KE5UES, President 
Gilbert Rymer-W5GLR, Vice-President 
Kenneth Watkins-KE5ISN, Treasurer 

Rick Murray-K6WXA, Secretary 
Mark McGraw-KF5HUG, Director 
Teddy Bruski-KE5UET, Director 
Richard Diller-KE5ULJ, Director 

 

Congratulations to all the officers and directors. 
 

   Remember the December CTARC meeting will be a Holiday Dinner get-to-together at 
Schoepf’s Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que, located at 702 East Central Avenue in Belton, on 
December 4th at 7:00 PM.  

 

 

   As you know this dinner get-to-together is in lieu 
of the regular scheduled meeting. 
   As a reminder the CTARC January 1st meeting 
has been moved to Tuesday, January 8th due to 
the New Years holiday falling on the first 
Tuesday in January. 
   I want to wish all of you Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
 

- 73 de KE5UES 



 
 

December NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 

December 6th:                  December 13th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA              KE5UES 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                     AD5SK 

 

December 20th:                December 27th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                 W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    KE5ISN 

 

 
 

   This event takes place on all authori- 
zed amateur frequencies and modes from 
1800 Nov. 30 to 1800 CST, Dec. 1st.  
More information can be found by 
visiting:  
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio 

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z, 
December 8th to 2359Z, December 9th. 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/10-meter 
 

 
 

   A 15-year-old lad near St. Louis who 
had built a transmitter-less broadcast 
station to compete in a school science 
fair, later tried it out with a transmitter.  
It covered a radius of 20 miles with 
resultant complaints.  Upon being 
warned of unlicensed operation, he 
promptly reported that he had dismant- 
led the station and signed himself, 
“Engineer No-Longer-In-Charge.”                          
- QST, December 1961 

 
 

FDR’s “Day of Infamy” Speech 
 

   “The capitol of the United States, 
December 8th, 1941.  Today the congress 
of the United States convenes in a 
solemn joint session.  This session will 
hear the President of the United States 
deliver his message and ask for a 
declaration of war with Japan.   
   We take you now to the speaker’s 
platform as the President is arriving.” 

 

 
 

   “Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, 

members of the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. 

   Yesterday, December 7
th

, 1941, a date 

which will live in infamy.  The United 

States of America was suddenly and 

deliberately attacked by Naval and Air 

Forces of the Empire of Japan…” 
   Within an hour of the speech, Congress 
passed a formal declaration of war 
against Japan and officially brought the 
U.S. into World War II.  The address is 
regarded as one of the most famous 
American political speeches of the 20th 
century. 
   You can listen-in again to President 
Roosevelt’s address by visiting: 
http://www.radiochemistry.org/history/n
uclear_age/06_fdr_infamy.shtml  
 



 
 

Pink HAMsters Net 

Susan Godfrey, KF5OHM 
 

   Mark your calendars!  Starting January 
8th, the Pink HAMsters will begin having 
their weekly nets each Tuesday, on the 
Bosque County W5BCR repeater, on 
147.180(+) PL 123.0 at 7:30 PM. 
  Please note this net is for YL’s ONLY.  

 

 
 

   5B4AIF will be active from Aitutaki 
Island 10 December through 5 January  
as E51E in the South Cook Islands.  
QSL via EB7DX. 
   DCØKK will be active from Sri Lanka 
9 November - 9 March as 4S7KKG.  He 
will be active on the HF Bands CW & 
Digital modes.  QSL via his home call. 
   HB9OAU will be active as 8Q7AU 
from Maayafushi island, Maldive Islands 
through the 11th of December on 80-10m 
SSB only.  QSL via his home call. 
   A group of Japanese hams will be 
active from Sint Eustasius Island as 
PJ5J during the month on 160 through 
10 meters.  QSL via JA1HGY. 
   PY7RP will be active from Fernando 
de Noronha Island 6-10 December 2012 
as PYØFRP on 40 through 10 meters.  
QSL via his home call. 
    

 
 

   This month’s CoCoRaHS Webinar 
presentation is on December 13th at 
Noon with the topic being “Historic 
Snowstorms.” 
   You can sign-up to watch this live 
webinar presentation by visiting: 
http://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=wxtalk  
 

 
 

   In December of 1918, the Empire Cat 
Show was held at the Park Avenue Hotel 
in New York City.  The First Place 
Grand Prize was this crystal set radio. 
 

 
 

   Can anybody identify what kind of 
radio it is? 
   Oh, – the winner was Red Shadows II, 
owned by Mrs. F.E. Robinson of Glen 
Morris, Long Island.  And as any cat 
owner will tell you, “Nobody owns a 

cat.” 

 

 
 

  I’m going to be going out-of-state 
around the middle of the month for the 
holidays for a couple of weeks.  My 
itinerary has me returning during the late 
afternoon of January 1st. 
   As a “heads-up” because of this, I 
won’t be able to send out the monthly 
newsletter for January until probably the 
evening of January 1st.  Just wanted to 
let y’all know.  Happy Holidays!   
 



Skywarn Recognition Day 

David McAnally, WD5M 

 
   Skywarn Recognition Day is a 24 hour event is from November 30th, at 18:00 (6PM) 
until Saturday, December 1st, at 18:00 (6 PM) CST.  
   Skywarn Recognition Day was developed in 1999 by the National Weather Service and 
the American Radio Relay League to celebrate the contributions that volunteer Skywarn 
radio operators make to the National Weather Service.  During the day, Skywarn radio 
operators visit NWS offices and contact other radio operators across the world.  
Information regarding Skywarn Recognition Day is updated at 
www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio, and for the Fort Worth office at http://wx5fwd.org. 
   As in previous years, North Texas Skywarn Amateur Radio spotters are encouraged to 
participate in Skywarn Recognition Day, and make radio contacts with NWS offices and 
other Skywarn ham radio spotter groups.  
   Skywarn volunteers may visit the NWS Saturday.  This is a special invitation to 
volunteers in counties where the NWS has limited or no spotter contacts.  See our spotter 
radio coverage map at: http://wx5fwd.org/node/122, which show areas where we want 
more spotters and radio access.  A lunch will be provided at the Fort Worth Weather 
Forecast Office, but visitors must RSVP before Thursday, November 29 via 
http://wx5fwd.org/RSVP, or send email to: SRD@WX5FWD.ORG.  Please RSVP 
including your name, email address, call sign (if you have one), and county.  More details 
will be provided to attendees via email.  Attendance may be limited.  
   The WX5FWD Skywarn radio desk team will operate radio stations at the Fort Worth 
office on HF, VHF and UHF frequency bands, with modes FM, SSB, CW, APRS, PSK-
31, and RoIP (IRLP/EchoLink).  We plan to be on the following bands, frequencies or 
linked systems.  Radio operator contacts can print a WX5FWD QSL card from 
http://wx5fwd.org/QSL, after our logs are uploaded.  

• HF Frequency, Mode and other information will be published on 
twitter.com/wx5fwd and on http://wx5fwd.org during the event. 

• 145.490 85.4 Roston wide area repeater. 
• 147.140 123.0 Bell county wide area repeater via EchoLink. 
• RAILS linked repeater system. 
• Internet Radio Linking Project (IRLP): 

o 0010 WX5FWD SKYWARN Reflector. 
o IRLP 3786 radio link. 
o IRLP 3747 repeater. 

• EchoLink: 
o *WX5FWD* (372418) SKYWARN conference. 
o WX5FWD-L (70938) radio link. 
o WX5FWD-R (119094) repeater. 

• APRS WX5FWD. 
• We will periodically access SKYWARN repeaters in the North Texas area that 

are accessible to NWS radio desk.  A list of these repeaters can be found at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=repeat  

- Thanks to N5TIM 



 
 
   Let’s say you have an interest in monitoring public service communications, but in your 
area the various agencies have gone to digital communications and all you have is an 
analog receiver.  Let’s say in your area those agencies have gone to “trunked” communi-
cations and your radio isn’t capable of tracking trunked radio systems.   
 

 
           Figure 1:  RadioReference Map of Texas. 

 

selected county appearing in yellow.  See Figure 2 at lower right as the example. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                            Figure 2 showing Bell County selected. 
 

 
Figure 3:  Table of services available. 

For the Scanner 
Radio Impaired 

   Let’s say you don’t have a scanning VHF/UHF 
receiver period.  Now what do you do? 
   There is a solution, though you may not find all 
the agencies that you’re particularly looking for.    
   First off, go to:  
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?stid=48 on 
this page you’ll find a map of Texas (see Figure 1 

to the left) if your county is highlighted in blue, 
there is - or are - live streaming audio feed(s) 
available. 
   Next click on your particular county – in my 
example I’ve selected Bell County.  Your screen 
will refresh and a new map will appear with the 

   If you scroll down on this page, there will be a 
table toward the bottom of the page showing the 
services that have live streaming audio feeds for 
the county.  See Figure 3 at the bottom of this 
page.  There’s also an icon for listening in to the 
VoIP/IRLP Hurricane Watch Net.  The table will 
also show if the service(s) are active. 
   From here, click on the speaker icon  that 
appears under ‘Listen’.  A new window will 
open which will have the audio player displayed.  
See Figure 4 on the following page.  Ensure your 
speakers are on and press the play button. 



  
               Figure 4:  Audio Player display. 
 

follow the same steps as you have just done above in selecting the particular county and 
services available for the listening. 
 

FCC Part 90 Narrow-Banding Mandate Effective January 1st 
 
   In December 2004, the Federal Communications Commission mandated that all 
existing private land mobile radio systems under Part 90, operating on frequencies 
between 150-174 MHz & 421-512 MHz - which includes municipal government, 
business band users, state and local public safety systems and industry, convert those 
systems to 12.5 kHz bandwidth by January 1st, 2013.  

 
 

   If your scanner only tunes 5 kHz steps you can still receive the 12.5 kHz spaced 
channels.  Simply program the next higher or lower 5 kHz channel.  If for example you 
want to listen to 155.7525 you would program 155.7500 or 155.7550.  Most scanners 
automatically round off to the nearest acceptable frequency, for their synthesizer step size 
and scanner selectivity is wide enough that you can receive frequencies 2.5 to 5 kHz off 
with little or no noticeable difference. 
   In the UHF band, existing channels will remain as will existing low-power offset 
channels; the low-power offset channels will for the most part become normal channels 
like any other although some will become designated low-power channels. 
   The FCC private land mobile narrow banding rule does not affect the federal 
government land mobile bands on 138-144, 148-150.75, 162-173.2, 173.4-174, and 
406.1-420 MHz or users of 470-512 MHz. 
   And for clarification… this mandate does not affect amateur radio, CB, GMRS, FRS, 
MURS the VHF Marine and Aero bands or the NOAA weather radio frequencies.  
 
 

   Now let’s say there’s some “significant event” 
occurring elsewhere in the country.  Perhaps a 
major fire in the Pacific Northwest; a large earth-
quake in southern California or a hurricane strike 
in Florida and you’re interested in listening-in to 
the local emergency agencies in that respected 
area. 
   Go to:  
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?coid=1 
where you’ll find a map of the U.S. Click on the 
state you’re interested in listening to and then  

   Existing VHF channels will remain, with new ones - already 
in use in some areas since the late 1990s - created between 
existing channels; for example, 160.230 and 160.245 remain, 
with 160.2375 created between them.  This creates significant 
problems for many users of programmable radios and scanners, 
since nearly all are based on 5 or 6.25 kHz channel step size.  
Buyers of new radios and scanners should check to determine 
whether they can tune to the new channels or not. 



    
 

   The 2012 Atlantic Hurricane Season began on June 1st, and ends on November 30th. 
On April 4th, 2012, Colorado State University forecasters William Gray and Phil 
Klotzbach indicated that the 2012 hurricane season would be below-average.  
Specifically, they believed there would be a total of 10 named storms, with four of those 
developing into hurricanes with two of those hurricanes being of Category 3 intensity or 
higher.   
   In early August that forecast was revised to between 12 and 17 named storm systems, 
with five to eight of those becoming hurricanes, and that two to three of those would 
become major hurricanes.   
 

 

   The first hurricane of the season was Hurricane           First storm of the season:  Tropical Storm Alberto 

Chris, it formed as a non-tropical low pressure area along the same latitude as southern 
New Jersey, and became a tropical storm on June 19th in the north Atlantic.   
 

  
   First Hurricane of the season – Hurricane Chris 

 

that was far from warm enough for development and at a latitude that was unheard of in 
the month of June for a tropical system to develop.  Tropical storms have developed north 
of latitude of 40.0 degrees, but not until August or later when the northern Atlantic waters 
were warmer. 
   When Chris took shape, it also marked the third earliest formation of the third tropical 
storm in the Atlantic Basin.  Only during the years of 1887 and 1959 has such 
development occurred earlier. 

2012 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season Ends 

   What transpired during the season, were a total 
of 19 named storm systems.  Of those, a total of 
10 reached hurricane strength with 1 of those 10 
attaining Category 3 intensity or higher. 
   The Atlantic hurricane season started early 
with the formation of Tropical Storm Alberto off 
the east coast of South Carolina on May 19th.  It 
was only the third tropical storm to have formed 
prior to the official start of hurricane season in 
the past 31 years. 

  On June 21st Chris gained strength, becoming a 
category-1 hurricane.  But it only held that title 
for six hours and by the following morning, it 
was a post-tropical storm system. 
   Chris surprised meteorologists, as never before 
since record keeping began in 1851, had a 
tropical storm formed that far north in the 
Atlantic so early in the hurricane season.  Chris 
was also dubbed a “Zombie Hurricane” as one 
meteorologist stated, “the storm is alive, but it 
should not be” as the storm organized over water 



   The first –and only– major hurricane of the season was Hurricane Michael.  It formed 
on the 3rd of September as “Tropical Depression-13” in the mid-Atlantic.  The following 
day it became a tropical storm, and remained that way for the next two days.   
 

 
                                                                                                                  Only Major Hurricane of the season – Hurricane Michael 

 

Nadine.  It formed as Tropical Depression 14 on September 11th in the Mid-Atlantic and 
made multiple loops in the eastern Atlantic, dancing in circles with itself like an 
‘Energizer Bunny’ that just kept going and going.   
 

  
 Storm Track of Tropical Storm / Hurricane Nadine 
 

   What was forecast to be a “below average” hurricane season, wound up tied with 1887, 
1995, 2010, and 2011 for the third most active Atlantic hurricane season in recorded 
history.  And, just as with last year, there were no category 4 or 5 hurricanes which 
formed in the Atlantic basin. 
 

Winter Solstice 
 

   Winter inspires both joy and woe.  Some people can’t wait for the cooler weather, 
snow, skiing and ice skating, curling up by a fire, and the holiday spirit.  Other people 
dislike the frigid temperatures, blizzards, and wild weather. 
 

 

 

   Then on September 6th it moved into an 
area favorable for further development and in 
less than 12 hours, it became a category-3 
hurricane, with winds of 115 MPH.  It only 
held this position for a few hours, when it 
was down-graded to a category-2. 
   The hurricane was never a landfall threat, 
and by late September 11th, was only a post 
tropical remnant before dissipating entirely. 
   The longest lasting storm system of the 
season, was Tropical Storm / Hurricane  

   It finally dissipated on October 4th  putting it in a 
tie for the fifth-longest-lasting tropical cyclone on 
record in the Atlantic Basin, staying alive for 
21.75 days.  It shares this 5th place tie with what 
was called “Hurricane #4” of 1926. 
   The shortest lived was Tropical Storm Patty; it 
only maintained its tropical storm strength for 24 
hours before again becoming a tropical depression 
and then finally dissipating over the Bahamas. 
 

   This year, the Winter Solstice and the first day 
of winter, will be the earliest winter since 1896.  
For those of us here in central Texas, the first 
day of winter will arrive on Friday, the 21st of 
December at 5:12 AM, CST.  This will also be 
the shortest day of the year. 



A Call to Action – A Time of War 
 
   With the attack on Pearl Harbor all Ham Radio Operators rushed to aid the nation.  
Even before that fateful day, YLs had become involved with defense work.  They taught 
code and theory along with their Red Cross work and worked in defense plants. 
The YLs were living up to their YLRL slogan of QRV–I am ready.  They were ready to 
participate in serving the War Department.  Dot Knapp-W2MIY, was the only AARS 
woman Radio Aide while Viola Grossman-W2JZX, served with the Signal Corps.  Other 
areas YLRL members served in included the Army and they received AARS instruction 
in cryptography. 

 
 

   After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States Congress issued the same order to 
cease all amateur radio operations that it had issued in World War I.  Civilian transmitters 
were silenced until after the war. 
   YLs volunteered their service and their training was considered specialized due to their 
being ham radio operators.  While many women learned factory work to become “Rosie 
the Riveter”, YLRL members often became WIRES – Women in Radio and Electric 
Service. 
   YLs instructed all branches of the service in radio work in classes that had doubled and 
tripled in size since before the war.  Women were sought after for many positions 
because of their radio experience.  They received Signal Corps training as radio 
operators, technicians and repairmen as well as instrument repairmen. 
   The Young Ladies Radio League stayed banded together through World War II and by 
1950, they added a new contest for both YLs and OMs to participate.  
   The YL-OM Contest has the YLs call the OMs and the OMs, the YLs.  The contest was 
one way for many OMs to find YLs on the air in order to work towards earning the 
YLRL version of Worked All States certificate, YL-Worked all States.  Other certificates 
included working one YL on each continent (YL-WAC) and YL Century Club (YLCC) 
for working 100 different YLs (same YL with a different callsign doesn’t count). 
   In 1958, Louisa Sando-W5RZJ, wrote the book CQ-YL, chronicling the start of YLRL 
and many of the YL firsts in Amateur Radio.  It has been revised twice since then and the 
current YLRL officers and members plan to revise it again to bring it up to the current 
date. 
 
 
This article appears on the website of the Young Ladies Radio League and is reprinted here with their permission.     – Thanks VE5AQ 

 

   After reading an article by Anita Bein-W8TAY, 
titled “YLRL QRV”, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
wrote:  “I have read with interest the story of the 
work carried on by the Young Ladies Radio League, 
and I applaud your sincerity and enthusiasm.  At a 
time when all of us must be alert to defend the 
institutions we cherish, the work of the League is an 
inspiration, and I am sure will prove of inestimable 
value should the need for active defense arise.” 



A Christmas QSO 

Ibenezer SQrooge* 

 

   “Ibenezer SQrooge… Ibenezer 
SQrooge…” 
   Who calls… QRZed? 
   “Ibenezer SQrooge… this is the ghost of 
Old Times Past.  We’re going to take a little 
eye-ball through the Good Old Days.” 
   QRX one Old Timer.  I don’t want to 
eyeball nothing today. 
   “Come Ibenezer SQrooge.  We go back… 
back… through the years.  Look… look 
there…” 
   Why that’s my old home with my old zepp 
on the roof.  And that’s me up in the attic.  
And there’s my old three tube receiver… 
and 10-watt breadboard rig… and look at 
them QSL cards on the wall. 
  “And what are you doing, I. SQrooge?” 
   It’s evening… oh I remember.  I’m on a 
traffic sked handling Christmas messages.  
But it was hard!  Some nut threw a carrier 
on the net every night.  Took us hours and 
hours to pass that traffic. 
  “And now what do you see, I. SQrooge?” 
   Oh this is later.  I’m real excited.  Must be 
working a new state… or a new country.  
And there I’m a filling out a QSL card… 
and begging the other fella to please send 
me his card.  And look, there I’m building a 
new rig.  And all of them other fellas around 
the shack… we were always helping each 
other, ya know, and… 
   “And now… now where are you Ibenezer 
SQrooge?” 
   Lessee… why that’s on a hill. Ohhhh, it’s 
Field Day.  I’m putting up the tents… 
climbing trees… trying to start the blasted 
generator.  Great fun.  I even did the 
cooking that year… and every-body got 
sick.  But our club did pretty well… 
   “And now, I. SQrooge, where are you?” 
   Why that’s the old radio club meeting.  
Fine times we had… then.  Swapping parts 
…and lies about good DX.  Oh, there I am 
taking notes.  I was Secretary… and I edited 
the club paper too, and… yeah… I did 
everything in them days. 
  “Yes, Ibenezer SQrooge.”   

 
“You did your part… then.  But what about 
now?  What about this year?  Let’s look… 
let’s eyeball this year.” 
   Naw, Old Timer, let’s QRT for now.   It’s  
not good for my old eyes to look too close. 
Besides, there’s a good show on TV and… 
   “Ibenezer SQrooge…” 
   Please Old Timer, not… not this year… 
maybe some other year.  Spare me this year 
…ohhh… where are you taking me???  Oh 
me…. I see… oh… that was last night when  
I was tuning my rig. 
   “Correct.  And on what frequency were 
you tuning your 10 kw.?” 
   I… I don’t remem… ahhh… I forget. 
   “You were zero-beat with a net frequency. 
And you tuned your rig for about two hours, 
didn’t you?  That net was passing Christmas 
traffic.  Why did you do that, I. SQrooge?” 
   Ohhh… well… well… that net was opera- 
ting on my frequency… 
   “Your frequency Ibenezer SQrooge?” 
   Well… ahhh… yes… I monitor that 
frequency all the time.  But when they come 
on with all their messages, I can’t monitor  
my frequency.  So, I have to protect my  
rights to my own channel… ahhh… I mean 
… well… suppose somebody wanted to call 
me??? 
   “Who would want to call you, I SQrooge? 
That Christmas traffic was from a long way 
off… and it would be very comforting to all 
concerned if the messages were delivered. 
Don’t you remember, I. SQrooge??? When  
you used to handle…” 
   Oh please, Old Timer… no more.   



A Christmas QSO 
( Continued from previous page… ) 

 
I won’t… really I won’t do it again.  They 
can use my frequency for their traffic in 
the evenings. 
   “Your frequency?” 
   OK, Old Timer… I’ll tune the whole band. 
   “And now I. SQrooge… do you see all  
those people?” 
   Who are they?  Where are they?  Ohhh, 
that’s Field Day someplace.  Guess I don’t 
know any of them fellas… Oh, maybe that 
gray haired fella yonder.  But I wasn’t there. 
Field Day’s for young fellas. 
   “So instead you stayed home and had your 
own Field Day.  Your score was how many 
QSO’s you could disrupt.” 
   Yeah, but how is anybody gonna QSO 
anybody with them fellas all messing up the 
band with a contest?  I have to defend my 
rights to a QSO, ya know. 
   “Remember waaaaaay back, I SQrooge? 
Who sat up all night in the contests?” 
   Well that was different then and… 
“Now, Ibenezer SQrooge… look at this 
Room full of people.  Know any of them?” 
   Ahhh… well, one or two, I guess.  But 
they got a lot fatter since last time I saw 
‘em.  Yeah, that must be the club meeting. 
   “Where were you, I. SQrooge?” 
   Ahhh, I had real important business. 
   “You were home flat on your back 
watching TV.” 
   No more Old Timer… QRT… QRT, I say.  
I’ve had enough.  I used to do all them good 
things.  Build my own gear… rag chew all 
day… handle traffic in the evenings, then sit 
up all night working DX… QSLs for every-
body… and Field Days…. and contests… 
and club meetings.  I used to do all them 
things Old Timer. 
   “And do you think your net… or your 
friends… or your club is any less deserving 
of your services and participation now than 
they used to be?” 
   Well no, it’s not that.  I just been too busy.  
And besides… well, things is different… 
   “The only difference is you Ibenezer 
SQrooge.  You always volunteered for all 
occasions.   

How many projects do you suppose have not 
been done because you did not offer your 
help?” 
   Oh I’ll volunteer next time, Old Timer, I 
will…  I will… I will… I will… I… ahhh 
ohh… whatsamatter?  That you Marge?  
Whatcha looking at me like that for? 
   Last time you hollored ‘I will’ with so 
much enthusiasm, we were standing in front 
of a preacher. 
   Yeah, oooo… I must have had a real bad 
dream. 
   You really were dreaming!  Calling me  
Old Timer… calling a club meeting to order 
…volunteering to climb a tree!!  You??  At 
your age??  Maybe you got a little problem! 
You feel OK? 
   Marge, never felt better.  And I got no pro- 
blems… at least not no more.  But I can’t 
tell ya all about it now… too much to do. 
What time is it?  Ah, just in time for the 
net… haven’t checked-in for years.  Might 
help out for awhile.  Lessee… what’s 
Charlie’s number?  I’ll volunteer to work in 
the club booth at the County Fair next 
summer… and I’ll help with the club paper 
…and I’ll help next Field Day too… and 
Marge, I’ll volunteer you to do the cooking. 
And I’ll take them QSL cards outa the waste  
basket and answer ‘em.  And I’ll clean up  
my TVI all over the neighborhood… and 
then I’ll help them kids with their code 
practice.  Then I’ll give that new fella in 
town a hand with his antenna… climb that 
tree for him so’s to get in shape for Field 
Day… Haw! 
   Maybe you better lie down again.  Haven’t 
seen you so stirred up in years. 
   I’ll explain later Old Timer… errr Old  
Marge… ahhh… Marge, Old Girl.  Too 
busy makin’ up… I’m late for net check-in. 
All I got time for right now is to say… 
Merrrrry Christmas!  And I promise to make 
it a real Happy New Year… next year… for 
everybody. 

 
This article first appeared in the December 1968 

issue of QST and is reprinted here with the 

permission of the ARRL.                – Thanks KB1EIB 

 
*John Troster, W6ISQ    
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Wireless Phones Make Battleship Fleet One Gigantic Chain 
 

   The dawning of the New Year finds its most notable new invention in operation on the 
high seas.  For the first time in history the telephone is playing an important part in world 
events.  The first genuine telephone central ever established on shipboard at sea is being 
operated on Admiral Robley D. Evans’ flagship, the Connecticut, which is leading the 
famous peace fleet to the Pacific.  
 

 
 

ships at once as easily as if they were anchored along a city street. 
   Twenty-eight of these wireless telephones are now installed on the various ships of the 
outgoing fleet, comprising the principal battleships and the supply ship Glacier, the repair 
ship Panther, and Admiral Evans’ dispatch ship, the Yankton.  The American Navy is the 
first to possess and adopt the wireless telephone.  
 

 
            Admiral Robley D. Evans 

means of the speaking tube.  Thus tail end of the last ship maneuvering can understand 
perfectly what to do and obey instantly the orders, though five or six more miles in the 
rear of his flag-ship. 
   After many official tests of the apparatus the navy has adopted this instrument as most 
essential and advantageous in naval service, affording a safe and ready means of inter-
ship communication and the transmitting of messages and orders along the entire line of 
vessels, or talking between sea and shore to lighthouses as the case may be; the latter will 
undoubtedly be equipped in the near future with the new instruments. 

   Marvelous as this is--it 
would be almost beyond 
belief ten years ago--it has 
attracted little public attention. 
Yet think how much it means 
to the safety of those at sea.  
In the fiercest gales in storms 
at night, and in the densest 
fogs where the old-time 
signals are useless, ship may 
talk with ship or with a dozen  

   To maintain an unbroken and positive method of 
communication between the Commander in Chief and the 
rest of the fleet is a strategic problem of supreme 
importance, especially under conditions of warfare, as well 
as in the annual practice of fleet maneuvering.  Toward this 
end the Government after some practical and satisfactory 
trials has decided to extensively adopt and try the 
possibilities of the new wireless telephone.  By means of 
this device Admiral Evans will be enabled from his 
emergency cabin camp on board the Connecticut to direct 
the movements of the whole fleet with almost as much ease 
as he can give orders to the engineer of his own ship by 



   The wireless telephone is destined to offset many dangers difficulties which it was 
impossible to overcome with the old method signaling, which was accomplished by 
means of the stringing out of a number of flags or by wigwagging.  But these methods, 
while well enough in fair weather and while ships are in sighting distance of each other, 
have their disadvantages on dark, stormy nights and in times of dense fogs.  
 

 
                                                                                                                                  1907 “Peace Fleet” led by the U.S.S. Connecticut  
 

twenty-five unofficially reported, the latter between a battleship in the Norfolk navy yard 
a merchant liner of the Old Dominion Company. 
   The accompanying photograph shows the first wireless telephone just set up in Admiral 
Evans' emergency cabin aft on the flagship Connecticut, with one of his staff signal 
officers sending a message to a five-mile distant vessel, which will constantly be done 
during the coming cruise en route to the Pacific. 
 

 
    Captain Ingersoll, Chief of Staff to Admiral Evans, 

   using the radio telephone between ships of the fleet. 

 

having an alcohol lamp beneath.  This indicates when the proper oscillations or voice 
waves emitted from the aerial wire take place, and causes a small incandescent pilot lamp 
to glow, shown at the top of the transmitter box, when talking can be carried on. 
Increasing the range of talking is now going on in experiments, and it is only a matter of 
time until the wireless telephone can be used over as great distances of space as is the 
ordinary long distance telephone on land.  In fact, the inventor states that it is a technical 
and scientific possibility in the near future for the transmission of the human voice from 
America to Europe. 
   While the battleship fleet was in the Pacific, certain messages flashed from the men-o'-war to 

the California land-stations were received by the operator at the Pensacola Navy Yard.  Think of 

that!   

   As is well known, the fog is the worst enemy 
with which the naval signal man has to contend, as 
even a light does not carry its rays ten feet.  
Oftentimes and on such occasions, of course, 
navigation has to be carried on with extreme 
caution, as the whereabouts of other vessels is of 
doubt and collisions are at all times possible. 
   The navy contract calls for talking distance of 
only five miles with the wireless phone, though 
eleven has been officially accomplished, and  

  To the right is the delicate receiving box with the 
“tuning” device on top. In the center is the 
telegraph key, similar to the ordinary buzzer, 
which, by simply cutting out the microphone with 
a switch in front, enables the apparatus to be used 
for wireless telegraphy, sending the ordinary 
Morse signals.  This is intended only as a special 
signal device, which, by a series of extra loud 
sounds, given to the particular call of a ship is 
destined to readily attract the ear of the wireless 
telephone operator of the ship. 
   The transmitter is shown on the left, with the 
projecting mouth-piece. One of the features of this 
is the nickel arc or oscillator seen on the right, 


