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Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Priscilla Beauregard,  KE5UES 

 

Peace – Finally! – Between the U.S. and Texas 
 

   August 20, 1866…  President Andrew Johnson, declaring that, “the insurrection in the 
State of Texas has been completely and everywhere suppressed and ended,” officially 
ended the Civil War by issuing a proclamation of peace between the United States and 
Texas.  Months prior, on April 2, 1866, Johnson had declared a state of peace between 
the U.S. and the other Ten Confederate States.  Texas -- the former Lone Star Republic – 
was the lone holdout.  
   Do you ever wonder - the way our government is now - if Texas should become the 
Lone Star Republic again?  Just a thought. 
   August is a great month for amateur radio activities!  First off, the Temple Amateur 
Radio Club is holding their annual ice cream social on the 1st of August at 7:00 PM, at 
the Western Hills Church of Christ, located at 210 North General Bruce Drive, in 
Temple.  Then maybe you would like to upgrade your license, or just attend a huge ham 
convention.  The Austin Summerfest is August 2nd and 3rd and will be hosting the Texas 
VHF-FM Society meeting and the ARRL Texas State Convention.  Then during the 
weekend of August 17th and 18th, is the North American QSO Party.  This is a great 
opportunity for hams working towards their Worked All States certificate or the new 
General Class ham just getting started in HF. Most of the participants in this contest 
aren’t looking to “rag-chew” during their contacts, but simply to make contacts and 
quickly move on to the next.  At the same time while tuning the bands, listen for stations 
who after their call letters sign with “stroke Lighthouse”.  The International Lighthouse & 
Lightship Weekend is the same weekend so the bands will be busy.  Nearly 400 
lighthouses and lightships have registered for this year’s event and interestingly enough, 
none of the seven lighthouses in Texas are expected to be on-the-air.  More information 
on all of these events is contained further on in the newsletter. 
   August 27th is LBJ Day – a state holiday, so some offices may be closed or at reduced 
staffing so you may want to plan any related activities around that. 
   We really need more members to attend the monthly meetings.  Two-thirds of the 
membership is required when it comes to voting on certain club business points and lately 
we haven’t been able to pass certain club business ventures due to lack of attendance at 
monthly meetings.  It’s your club, get involved! 
   I hope to see all of you at our next monthly meeting on August 6th at 7:00 PM.  
                                                                                                                     - 73 de KE5UES 



 
 

August NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 

August 1st:                              August 8th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX               KE5UES 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                    W5VEX 

 

August 15th:                         August 22nd: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN                 AD5SK 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     K6WXA 

 

August 29th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA 

Back-Up:  W5VEX 
 

 
 

   The U.S. Postal Service was to have ended 

Saturday mail delivery, effective August 
10th, but for now, those plans have been 

scrapped.  The reversal stems from a 
budget recently passed by Congress. 
   The USPS is now taking other measures to 
balance its budget including: 
 - Shrewd new ad campaign preying on 
people’s desire to lick things. 
 - Looting any mail resembling a birthday 
card from a grandparent. 
 - Now accepting pipe bombs and anthrax 
for regular delivery. 
 - Eliminating all zip codes containing the 
number 5. 
 - Offering a free largemouth bass mailbox 
with the purchase of a USPS Premium 
account. 
 - Getting into human trafficking. 
 - Rebranding the agency as a hip new 
company known only as “The Service”. 
 - Launching new “Please, Anyone, For The 
Love Of God, Mail Something” series of 
commercials. 
 
This article is copyright ‘The Onion’ and is reprinted here 

with their permission, c/o Bob Marshall.  – Ed. 

 

 
 

   “Five Bells stand by all stations... 

Attention all districts, a five alarm fire... 

Five Bells, move in immediately... That’s 

it... Let’s roll... Let’s go, FIRE 

FIGHTERS!” 
 

 
 

   Presenting Fire Fighters, the true to 
life story of our unsung heroes who 
stand ready to ride, day or night, against 
our most murderous enemy, the demon 
of fire. 
   Fire Fighters was an old time radio 
series for children, with fire fighters in 
action in various fire fighting situations. 
It was also very entertaining and very 
informative as it covered a variety of 
topics in the real life scenarios of fire 
fighters, with shows on different types of 
fires, what causes a fire, and more. 
   This series is a must hear for those 
boys and girls who want to become “Fire 
Fighters” when they grow up.  The show 
features some good old fashioned radio 
adventures and is a very pleasant change 
of pace for those who want something 
different than private detectives and 
westerns.  So sit down with your little 
“fire fighter” and listen-in by visiting:  
http://archive.org/details/OTRR_Firefighters_Singles  



 
 

   Once again the capitol city is the place 
to be August 2nd & 3rd, at the Crowne 
Plaza Austin, 6121 N. IH-35 in Austin  
for the summer meeting of the Texas 
VHF-FM Society and the ARRL Texas 
State Convention. 
   Talk-in frequency is 146.940(-) PL 
107.2 and call for W5KA. 
   For more information please visit: 
www.austinsummerfest.org  

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 1800 UTC, 
August 3rd through 1800 UTC August 
4th on all authorized amateur frequencies 
of 222 MHz and up. For further details 
see: http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf  

 

 
 

   Not a contest, but this operating event 
runs from 0001 UTC, August 17th to 
2359 UTC August 18th.  For more info 
on this event, please visit: http://illw.net  

 

 
 

   Contest period is from 1800 UTC, 
August 17th to 0600 UTC August 18th, 
on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters. 
This is a great opportunity for anyone 
working towards their Worked All States 
or for anyone new to the HF bands, as 
the contestants aren’t interested in 
“ragchewing” but rather, in making 
contacts and moving on. For more info, 
visit: http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php  

 

 
 

Cal’ and his Car 
 

   August 14, 1924… President Calvin 
Coolidge and his radio-equipped 1924 
Buick Master Six, in Washington. 
 

 
 

   In the 1920’s the main band for radio 
was AM and so to receive it with 
reasonable efficiency you need a very 
long antenna.  For radio in Calvin’s 
time, the quarter-wavelength antenna 
would be 250 feet long!  Obviously this 
is impractical for a car but they made it 
as long as they could by folding one 
continuous wire multiple times across 
the back and over the roof of the car.  
   The radio was installed by RCA so the 
president could listen to political news 
while traveling; he also had a set on his 
train. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   “When the non-hygienic organic 
substance strikes the oscillating blades 
of the air distribution device and 
everything from 911 communications 
radios to cell phones are rendered 
useless, you can still rely on the weird 
guy down the street with the big antenna 
strapped to the side of his house.” 
   - ‘The Daily Progress’ (Charlottesville, VA) 

 



 
 

A Case of Bud 
 

   Being far past the three score and ten 
mark and within two years of the four 
score milestone, I’m certainly qualified 
to claim senior citizenship.  Especially 
when there’s hard work to be done!  But 
I participate in two-meter nets four 
nights each week, sometimes calling at 
least two of them per night.  Some of the 
clubs are getting the younger members 
to act as Net Control, and once they get 
used to it, they do a fine job.  By 
younger members, I mean those under 
21 years of age.  So if they can do it, 
then the rest of us can. 
 

 
 

   All of the nets can use more participa- 
tion, and more people to act as net 
control.  So join in with the rest of us 
and check in to all of the nets you can, 
and act as net control.  Turn that wide-
screen, high definition monstrosity off 
for an hour or two each night and 
interact with real people.  If you don’t 
want to miss a favorite program, record 
it.  In my arrogant opinion, there’s 
nothing worth watching, except for 
catching re-runs of ‘Hogan’s Heroes’, 
and I don’t always watch that.  Get your 
obtuse cabooses up from in front of the 
TV and participate in the nets, and attend 
the club meetings.  - Bud Garretson, AD5SK 

 
 

   Thacher Island will be activated by the 
Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association as 
special event call W1T Aug 2 - 5.  QSL 
via W1GLO. 
   AE1C will be active stroke VE9 from 
Grand Manan Island between August 
18th to the 25th.  QSL via his home 
callsign. 
   ON6DSL will be operational stroke  
SV9 from the Island of Crete between 
August 12th to the 21st.  Activity will be 
on 40 through 15 meters.  QSL via his 
home callsign. 
   JG8NQJ will be on the air stroke JD1 
from Marcus Island, until August 15th. 
QSL via JA8CJY. 
   A group of Greek amateurs will be 
active from Chios Island 30 July – 14 
August, as SX8HOMER to honor 29 
centuries of Homer’s contribution to 
Greek culture.  QSL via SV8GXQ. 
   Radiogrupo Sur will be activating 
Flores Island August 15th through the 
18th as CV5A.  The lighthouse there will 
also be activated as CW5X, from Punta 
Jose Ignacio.  QSL as directed. 
   A team of French DXers will be active 
as TM2NOI from Noirmoutier Island 
from August 9th to the 11th.  They will 
be on 160 through 10 meters.  QSL via 
F4FVI. 
   2E1EUB will be on the air from 
Scotland as 2M1EUB for 14 days 
beginning August 5th on 160, 80 and 2 
meter SSB.  QSL via his home call. 
   UXØHX, UZ1HZ, and UT5UY will be 
active from Namibia 1-8 August as V5/ 
UXØHX, V5/UZ1HZ, and V5/UT5UY 
on 80-10m CW, and SSB.  QSL via 
UT5UY. 
   HA8KW will be operational as 
3V8SM until August 1st from Tunisia.  
Activity is on the HF bands using only 
CW.  QSL to his home call. 



 
 

“It’s time for us to retire” 
 

   Begins the announcement that 
Monitoring Times magazine will cease 
publication at year’s end after 33 years. 
“We will publish through the December 
2013 issue,” said publisher Bob Grove, 
W8JHD.  “The decision wasn’t an easy 
one, but economics played a greater part 
than personal with the gradual drift 
downward of subscribers and advertisers 
made the decision clear.”  
   Grove said that if a subscription runs 
beyond the end of the year, subscribers 
should email: belinda@grove-ent.com  
or call the office at (800) 438-8155 to 
arrange a refund. 
   Monitoring Times, had promoted itself 
as “The World of Radio All in One 
Place,” covering among other topics - 
shortwave and broadcast listening, 
scanning, military, maritime, and 
aviation monitoring, equipment reviews, 
clandestine stations, and public safety 
monitoring. 
 

 

 

New Facebook Page for 
Scheduling Contacts 

 

   A new group has been formed on 
Facebook for hams wishing to schedule 
contacts with other amateurs world-wide. If 
you need a particular contact for an award, 
or just a chat, then go to: 
www.facebook.com/groups/hamsked  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1939 RCA Victor K80 Console 

- from ‘Popular Mechanics’ August, 1939 – 
 

 
 

   Have some spare parts lying around in 
the junk box, that you really have no 
idea what you’re going to do with and 
way to much time on your hands?  Try 
putting your skills to work as did 
KB9JJA… 
 

 

   Texas summers are like seasonal 
trips to the sun, only without the 
space travel. 
                                - Dawn Pandoliano 

 



 
 
   Unless you’re an amateur radio operator, most folks don’t even know there is a ham 
radio station at the National Hurricane Center.  WX4NHC was set up at the hurricane 
center 33 years ago, under its’ original callsign of W4EHW, when its’ former director 
Neil Frank, wanted a way to communicate with the Caribbean Islands because they’d lose 
their landlines and teletypes during hurricanes.  They’ve since expanded from the 
Caribbean Islands, to all of the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico and as far as the Eastern 
Pacific.  The goal of the station basically is to help save lives, said Julio Ripoll-WD4R, 
assistant coordinator of the hurricane center’s amateur radio station.   
 

 
                                                                                                                              Julio Ripoll-WD4R, Assistant Coordinator at WX4NHC 

   An example of that was in November 2001 when forecasters were poised to downgrade 
Hurricane Michelle to a tropical storm when they got a call from a ham radio operator -
Wayne Wilkinson-KC4CYK, aboard the sail boat ‘French Connection’ in the Bahamas, 
who reported the storm was still generating winds up to 110 mph.  Michelle had already 
killed 17 people as it blasted through Cuba, Honduras, Nicaragua and Jamaica.  With the 
Bahamas in its path, forecasters had to decide whether to believe the satellite or the ham 
radio.  They chose the report from the ham radio operator, scrapping plans to downgrade 
Michelle and keeping Hurricane warnings for the Bahamas.  Parts of the island grouping 
took a direct hit from the storm.  
 

 
  The ‘French Connection’ - KC4CYK 

                          

   Despite sophisticated technology that has made 
hurricane forecasting more accurate, ham radio 
operators remain a critical component, some- 
times providing more reliable information than 
satellites and hurricane hunter aircraft to 
forecasters whose job it is to track the storms and 
warn people out of harm’s way.  No matter what 
the satellite says, no matter what the airplanes 
say, it’s what’s on the ground that counts.  What 
meteorologists often refer to as “ground truth.” 

Amateur Radio Station 

WX4NHC 
National Hurricane Center 

   Surface information ahead of a storm leads to the most 
accurate predictions for where a hurricane is going and 
how strong it is.  Ground data from ham radio operators 
reporting from the middle of the storm can verify 
maximum winds and pressure readings.  After a hurricane, 
amateur radio provides damage reports and rain totals.  
The data is then forwarded to Miami where meteorologists 
digest the data. 
   During those first few hours, amateur radio is as 
important as it ever was; perhaps a little bit more so 
because of the need for news and the expectation of 
knowing what’s going on right now. 



   Another example was in September 1998, Hurricane Georges had come off of the coast 
of Haiti at night, going over the pass to the east of Cuba.  At that time, Cuba did not 
allow air reconnaissance to go over the island.  The satellite imagery showed that 
Georges’ eye had clouded over, and we did not have any reliable meteorological surface 
data to know where the center of the hurricane was.  Hurricane specialist Lixion Avila 
came into the radio room and said he wanted a ham on the most eastern point of Cuba.  I 
got on the radio frequency they were using for the local civil defense there, announced 
we were from the hurricane center, and were looking for someone on the easternmost 
point.   
 

 
                                                                                                                                  Category 3 Hurricane Georges – September 21, 1998 

   John McHugh-K4AG, helps organize a group of 40 ham volunteers in Miami who are 
activated yearly on June 1st for the start of the Atlantic hurricane season.  When a storm 
is 300 miles away from any land, they come in for three-hour shifts at the center and field 
reports from other dedicated amateur radio hounds on selected amateur radio frequencies. 
They receive real-time weather observations from other ham operators, of valuable 
hurricane data such as wind speeds, pressure and rain amounts. 
 

 
       John McHugh-K4AG, Coordinator of WX4NHC 
 

   When activated, WX4NHC is at the heart of the Hurricane Watch Net which can be 
monitored on 14.325 MHz - their primary frequency; 7.268 MHz - their alternate 
frequency and on 3.815 MHz with additional alternate frequencies of 3.950 and 3.940 
MHz as well as EchoLink “WX-TALK” node 7203. 
   For those without HF equipment, you can monitor the Hurricane Watch Net when it’s 
active by visiting: http://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/9559/web.  More information 
about the net itself can be found at: http://www.hwn.org which also has a link on its’ site 
to listen-in to live audio streams when the net is active. 

   A ham in Punto Este on the most eastern point 
of Cuba answered and I asked him for a weather 
report.  You could hear the emotion in his voice; 
he said he was standing on a chair with two feet 
of water in his house, and as his signal faded,  
you could hear him shout into the mic on his last 
transmission “del sur, del sur!” — the wind was 
from the south.  Lixion ran out of the room, now 
able to fix the point of the hurricane over Cuba, 
and it shifted the entire track north, all thanks to 
that ham radio report. 
 

   McHugh added amateur radio operators can 
provide communications even when electricity is 
out because they are trained to use generators 
and batteries to keep their radios on. 
   He said the hurricane center station operates on 
HF, for long-distance communications, and with 
VHF and UHF to communicate with local 
emergency managers and other government 
officials. 
 



K T H TK T H TK T H TK T H T 
   The month of August, 1946, was a momentous time in Houston; the papers reported on 
major developments on the local scene frequently.  Early in the month, General Foods 
announced it was buying the old Ford assembly plant on Navigation for its Maxwell 
House Coffee division; Houston International Airport, now known as ‘Hobby’, had been 
certified as an International Air Gateway earlier in the year; Houstonian Howard Hughes, 
was bedridden, recuperating from near-fatal injuries suffered in the crash of a plane he 
was test piloting.  Meanwhile the directors of the funeral home proudly announced they 
had taken delivery on the first new Cadillac hearses to be received since before the war. 
   On the broadcasting front, on August 22nd, Roy Hofheinz announced he had put the 
first FM station in Houston (and Texas) on the air.  Hofheinz had been too young to play 
a role in the launch of AM broadcasting in Houston but he was determined to make a 
mark in the industry and be the first to get an FM station on the air in Texas. 
 

 
                   Roy Hofheinz owner of KTHT 

 

 

  December 2nd a half page ad in the Press announced the extension of programming 
from 1pm to 10pm daily, all of it sustaining, with a boost to 1000 watts.  The call letters 
also were flipped on that day to KOPY-FM. 
   Nationwide, early FM broadcasters faced a long road to viability.  There were only an 
estimated 1500 FM receivers in Houston capable of receiving transmissions in the 88-108 
mc band.  According to Walter B. Emery’s Broadcasting and Government many were 
compelled to leave the air for lack of audience or advertising revenue.  In 1949, there 
were more than 700 FM stations in operation, but by 1956 that number had dwindled to 
530 and more than 200 authorizations for FM stations were voluntarily returned to the 
FCC.   
   Hofheinz had always vowed that his radio stations would be profitable or he would shut 
them down and he pulled the plug on KOPY in the spring of 1950 due to declining ad 
revenues.   
   The original call letters of KTHT-FM, Houston’s first FM, are now in use on Country 

Legends 97.1, which is licensed in Cleveland, TX, and has a transmitter near Shepherd.  
The KOPY-FM call is in use on a station in Alice, TX.    

The First FM Station 
in Texas 

   On August 15, Hofheinz wired the FCC asking 
for permission to begin test broadcasts.  By the 
afternoon of August 16th an antenna was on its 
way from New York and a transmitter was on its 
way from New Orleans.  On the evening of 
August 17th, test broadcasts began from the 
KTHT studios in the Southern Standard Build- 
ing at 711 Main and on August 22nd, KTHT-FM 
began regular broadcasts on 98.5 megacycles, 
operating daily between 3 and 9pm. 
   For his achievements, Hofheinz was elected as 
the first President of the Frequency Modulation 
Association of America in 1947 and held that 
position for 2 years. 
 



The Collins Wireless 
Telephone 

 ‘Modern Electrics’ August, 1908 
 

   In fact, wireless telephony will enter a 
field entirely its own, in addition to 
being an aggressive competitor of the 
present telegraph and telephone system 
on land.  
 

 
 

   It will enter a new field by making it 
possible to telephone from automobiles 
to the garage when help is needed.  
There are thousands of automobiles in 
the United States, and, while touring the 
country in a powerful car is a delightful 
pastime, a breakdown several miles from 
a garage or other repair shop is not 
conducive to pleasure.   
   Mr. Collins proposes to eliminate this 
decidedly adverse feature of 
automobiling by employing the wireless 
telephone.  Consequently every garage 
or shop will be equipped with the 
wireless telephone, as they are now with 
the tire pump and ignition plugs, and this 
latter day telephone will always be set 
up ready for use.  Likewise, every auto 
will be provided with a portable wireless 
telephone.  Then in the event of the 
inevitable accident the 'phone can be 
taken out, set up ready for use and 
communication established with the 
nearest garage, and an auto with men 
and needful mechanism sent post-haste 
to the scene to repair it. 
 

New Radio Set Works 
In Your Car Or Home 

‘Modern Mechanix’ August, 1931 
 

   In a car, this radio is hung on the back 
of the front seat.  It can also be used in a 
home. 
 

 
 

   A radio set that can be carried about 
like a suit case is designed for the 
convenience of fans who do not want to 
miss favorite programs while motoring. 
Fitted with two connector cables, it can 
be plugged into a lighting socket in the 
home or to a socket wired to the batteries 
of a motor car.  When used in an auto, 
the set is fixed in back of the front seat. 
No adjustments are necessary in 
changing it from car to house or vice 
versa.  One plug adapts it to auto 
batteries and a second to house wiring. It 
has been used in motor boats as well as 
autos, and in summer camps wired for 
electricity.  The set is enclosed in an 
aluminum case fourteen inches high, 
with a carrying strap. 



Signing Off — Heroes of the S.O.S. 
 

      A memorial fountain to wireless operators lost at sea stands in New York at the lower 
end of Battery Park.  One of the number of names engraved on the monument, is that of 
20 year old Walter E. Reker, the wireless operator of the S.S. Admiral Sampson.  His 
brief story is as follows: 

 

 
 

   On a calm Wednesday morning on August 26th, 1914, the Admiral Sampson left 
Seattle for Alaska with about 160 passengers on board.  It was foggy that day, and the 
Captain, Zimro Moore ordered the engines slowed and she crawled at 3 knots.   
   At the same time the Princess Victoria was making her way towards Seattle, with a full 
load of passengers, also at a mere 3 knots. 
 

 
 

foot gash in the hull.  This also crushed several large containers of fuel oil, which in turn 
caught fire.  The Victoria was forced to back away leaving the Admiral open for the sea 
to rush into her.  

 
Instead he took his place among the crew assisting passengers into the lifeboats. Refusing 
repeated orders to save himself, he waited until the last boat had left and almost all the 
passengers had gone to safety.  Then he, the Captain, and the chief engineer all went 
down with the ship in 320 feet of water off Point No Point, Washington. 

   The S.S. Admiral Sampson was built in 
December 1898 and had an interesting 
career as a carrier ship of fruit, mail, and 
passengers.  Through the years there were 
several mergers and sales of companies that 
would toss around ownership of the ship, 
but eventually she would be a part of the 
Pacific Alaska Navigation Company - the 
final owner that would see her demise. 

   While passing Point No Point, the S.S. 

Admiral Sampson was struck broadside by 
the Princess Victoria.  Piercing the 
Sampson’s Steel hull with her bow, the 
Victoria stayed locked to the Admiral so that 
the passengers of the Sampson could unload 
to the Princesses deck.  Unfortunately, the 
Victoria struck directly inline with the 
Sampson’s after hatch opening, creating a 12  

   In the mean time the radio men were 
communicating with outside authorities for 
help.  Walter Reker sent out for help via 
wireless communication and stood by his post 
until the radio men of the Victoria had advised 
him that they had sent for assistance and there 
was no need to stand his post any longer.  Time 
was short, but Reker refused to abandon ship.   


