
 
June                                                                                                                                                                               2014 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 
Gerald Richmond,  N5ZXJ 
 

Greetings Everyone, 
 
   June is here!!  And we celebrate the sixth birthday of CTARC.  It was on June 3rd, 
2008, thirty-one hams from across the area met at the Bell County Communications 
Center to form the Central Texas Amateur Radio Club.  Seems like it has been much 
longer than six years since we brought so many people together to start the club. 
 
   Ham-Com is two weeks away (13-14 June 2014) and they’ll be hosting the ARRL and 
the West Gulf and Delta Division’s celebration of the ARRL 100 Year Centennial.  This 
would be a good one to attend since the ARRL is celebrating 100 years of existence and 
with the exceptional list of commercial exhibitors, flea markets, guest speakers, 
workshops, special interest groups and door prizes we expect Ham-Com 2014 to be 
stellar. 
 
   Other events in June include ARRL Kids Day on 15 June, the ARRL VHF QSO Party 
on 14-16 June, and we end the month with Field Day on the weekend of the 28th and 
29th.  And June 1st marks the start of this year’s Atlantic Hurricane Season, so our time 
for preparedness is at hand.  More information on all these events is further on in the 
newsletter. 
 

   We are going to change our monthly luncheon to an evening dinner this month and 
we’ll gather on June 28th, say between 5:30 and 6:00 PM at Mungia’s BBQ just east of 
Temple off of Highway 36.  Their address is 6095 Heidenheimer Road, in Temple.  
Google their address for an easy map to the restaurant. 
 

   The program for this month will be another episode of the ARRL DVD covering 
amateur radio history. 

 

 

    ‘Thanks’ is my rant for June.  See ya’ll at 
our next meeting on Tuesday, June 2nd at the 
Bell County Communications Center, at 7:00 
PM. 
 
73 de Gerald - N5ZXJ 



 
 

   “Quiet, please… quiet, please.  The 

Mutual Broadcasting System presents, 

Quiet Please which is written and 

directed by Wyllis Cooper and featuring 

Ernest Chappell…” 

 

 
 

   Quiet, Please! was a radio fantasy 
and horror program produced at WOR in  
New York City, and aired from June 8th, 
1947 to June 25th, 1949.  A total of 106 
shows were broadcast with only a very 
few of them being repeats. 
   Earning relatively little notice during 
its initial run, it has since been praised as 
one of the finest efforts of the golden age 
of American radio drama.  The series has 
been described as works of astonishing 
originality and that each episode was 
exceptionally well written and 
outstandingly acted, bristling with rich 
imagination. 
   At the end of each program, a teaser 
was offered for the next show, such as: 
“There is a place just five miles from 

where you now stand that no human eye 

has even seen.  It is...five miles down!” 
   You can tune-in again to 91 episodes 
in the series by visiting:  
http://archive.org/details/Quiet_Please  
 

 
 

June NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

June 5th:                                    June 12th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX                KE5ISN 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN                    K6WXA 
 

June 19th:                                  June 26th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA             KF5OHR 
Back-Up:  KF5OHR                    AD5SK 

 

 

 
   Sponsored by the Battleship New 
Jersey – NJ2BB – this event is from 
0001Z June 7th through 2359Z, June 
8th. Complete details, suggested fre- 
quencies and more info can be found at: 
http://www.nj2bb.org/museum/index.html  

 

 

 
   Friday & Saturday, June 13-14, at the 
Plano Center, 2000 East Spring Creek 
Parkway, in Plano, TX 75074.  General 
admission is $10.00, students K-12 and 
Scouts in uniform (under age 18) is free. 
   Come see why amateur radio has been 
described as “…one of the most fascina- 
ting hobbies because of its unique mix of 
fun, convenience and public service.” 
   Talk-in frequency is 147.180(+) PL 
107.2 and call for K5PRK. 
   Parking at the Plano Center is free. 
Come and plan to have fun! 
   For more information, on Ham-Com 
please visit: http://www.hamcom.org  
 
 



 
 

   Twice a year, in January and June, the 
ARRL offers an event designed to 
promote Amateur Radio to our youth.  
Kids Day is designed to give on-the-air 
experience to youngsters and hopefully 
foster interest in getting a license of their 
own.  It is also intended to give older 
hams a chance to share their station and 
love for Amateur Radio with their 
children.   
   This month’s event is on Saturday, 
June 15th, from 1800-2359 UTC.  For 
more information on this please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day  
 

 
 
   Contest period runs from 1800Z, June 
14th to 0300Z, June 16th on 50 MHz 
and up.  For more information please 
visit:  http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf  
 

 
 
   Field Day is the single most popular 
on-the-air event held annually in the US 
and Canada.  Each year over 35,000 
amateurs gather with their clubs, friends 
or simply by themselves to operate. 
   This year’s Field Day event falls on 
the weekend of June 28-29 and CTARC 
has been invited to participate with 
TARC in its Field Day operation of 
W5LM.  Set-up will be at 9:00 AM 
Saturday the 28th, at the Texas Early 
Day Tractor & Engine Association Show 
Grounds, located at 1717 Eberhardt 
Road in Temple. 
 

 
 

Jan Gregg, W5GNK 
 

 
 

Peanut Butter Bars 
 

1 (18oz.) Jar Peanut Butter 
3/4 Cup Butter 
1 lb. Powdered Sugar 
1 lb. Graham Crackers, Crushed 
12 oz. Chocolate Chips 

 

   Graham Crackers are to be coarsely 
crushed.  Cream together the peanut 
butter and butter until soft and smooth.  
Beat in powdered sugar until smooth, 
then beat in the Graham Crackers.  Beat 
in until well blended and moist.  Spread 
mixture in a 13 x 9 x 2” pan.  Melt 
chocolate chips and pour over the 
mixture.  Refrigerate for 3-4 hours.  Cut 
into bars. 
 

Tip of the Month:  If you want chewy 
cookies, add brown sugar instead of 
white sugar, or add all egg yolks instead 
of the whole egg. 
 
This article first appeared in the June 2002 TARC Bulletin 

and is reprinted here with permission of the author.  –Ed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas women have an amazing sense 
of purpose when they lose it. They’re 
the best girls in the world – they’re 
loyal and fun, but when they get mad, 
they’ll try to kill you. 
                                     - John Cusack 



Ham Club Squabble Over Field 
Day Preps Ends With Fisticuffs 

 

Gary Darnell, WBØRUR 
 

   The monthly meeting of the Gold Diggers 
Amateur Radio Club ended abruptly at the 
local Sizzler when insults and yeast rolls 
were hurled.  Lou Rodden, the club 
president, says it began as the club was 
discussing Field Day preparations. 
   “We just made it through the first trip to 
the buffet line when it escalated out of 
control.  There’s bad blood and tension 
among members after last year’s fiasco.  In 
past years, club members brought “pot-luck” 
food and shared their contributions with 
others.  However, last year, the club voted to 
cater a meal, rather than prepare on-site.  
 

 
Junior Brown – the person responsible 

 

   Unfortunately, Junior Brown – the person 
responsible for the catering last year – forgot 
to order it.  It was like working QSOs at a 
funeral wake after that,” said Rodden. 
   Watonga County Sheriff’s Deputy 
‘Diamond Jim’ Simpson investigated the 
disturbance at the Sizzler and reported that, 
“someone said quote, ‘Eat hearty.  There 
won’t be any food at Field Day if Junior is 
involved.’  It really was a mess.  They 
knocked $50 worth of sirloin tips off the 
cutting board, landed a big cloverleaf roll in 
the French dressing and spilled two pots of 
vegetable soup onto an elderly lady who was 
celebrating her 80th birthday.” 
   No arrests were made, but the group was 
issued a warning for unruly conduct and 
advised to hold meetings elsewhere from 
this point forward.  Rodden says they’ll 
resume Field Day discussions when the club 
meets again in two weeks at the St. Mary 
Francis Parochial School, at 7:00 p.m. 

First Commercial Vehicle to be 
Equipped with Radio 

 

Radio News – June, 1922 
 

   President Harding – who is said to 
listen in by wireless at the White House 
to the gossip of the continent has nothing 
on the man who drives one of the Kolb 
Bakery Autocars in Philadelphia.   
   William E. Gamble, manager of the 
Kolb Baking Company has recently 
made this possible by completely 
equipping one of his Autocar motor 
trucks with a complete wireless outfit, 
and has painted on the outside of the 
truck that this is, “The first wireless 
equipped commercial vehicle in the 
world.”  A statement which is 
undoubtedly true. 
 

 
 

  The wireless outfit in the Kolb Autocar, 
is complete in every detail, and is a 
highly interesting indication of the 
successful operation of wireless telepho-
ning under conditions which only a few 
months ago would have seemed 
impossible. 
   The picture herewith indicates how 
limited the aerials are on top of the 
truck.  The apparatus inside the truck is 
mounted on a separate set of cushioning 
springs, which protect it from sudden 
jars when the truck is in motion. 



 
 

Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R 
 

   The ARRL has launched a new online 
resource that allows users to take 
randomly generated practice exams 
using questions from the actual 
examination question pool.  The ARRL 
Exam Review is free, and users do not 
need to be ARRL members.  The only 
requirement is that users must first set up 
a site login.  
   The ARRL’s online Exam Review is 
designed to help license examination 
candidates review their progress as they 
study.  As you complete a chapter or 
section of a license manual, you can turn 
to the online program to review all of the 
related questions taken directly from the 
examination question pool.  After 
answering each question — right or 
wrong — the correct answer is shown, 
and a page reference to the license 
manual is displayed for further review. 
   You can take as many practice exams 
as you like and they can be taken on 
screen or printed.  You won’t have any 
surprises on exam day! 
   Some additional features are intended 
to help Amateur Radio instructors and 
school teachers who will now have a 
new online resource at their fingertips to 
print practice exams anytime and 
encourage students to review between 
classes. 
   The site also supports practice 
examinations for General and Amateur 
Extra.  An updated Technician class 
examination question pool becomes 
effective July 1, and Exam Review will 
automatically transition to the new 
question pool on that date. 
   To start practicing, please visit: 
http://arrlexamreview.appspot.com  

 

 

 
   You’ve heard his bellowing signal 
coming out of the sprawling megalopolis 
of Eddy, in Falls County.  Well, here’s 
the source of that signal - the QTH of 
Gil Rymer-W5GLR. 
 

 

 
   Oh, and the tower monkey… 
 

 

 
   That’s our own Gerald Richmond -
N5ZXJ, installing a Hustler G7 2 Meter 
antenna along with a G5RV. 

 

 



 
 
   K9EL will operate stroke FS from St. 
Martin between June 8th to the 27th on 
160 through 10 meters.   QSL via his 
home callsign. 
   JA1XGI will be active from Kosrae 
Island during the month of June as 
V65OXG.  QSL via his home call. 
   GØVJG will be active stroke J6 from 
St. Lucia between June 5th and the 18th.  
QSL via G4DFI. 
   W9DR will be active on 6 meters as 
J38DR from Grenada between June 19th 
and July 1st.  Operating frequency will 
be 50.115 MHz SSB.  QSL via his home 
call. 
   HB9MFM will be active from 
Dominica Island through the 8th of June 
as J79WTA.   QSL via his home call. 
   AK4PX will be operational from the 
Dry Tortugas to activate grid EL84 from 
June 14th to the 16th.  QSL via LoTW or 
direct. 
   3E1ØØPC will be on the air from 
June 1st to August 31st in Panama to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
opening of the Panama Canal.  QSL via 
HP2AT. 
   V47JA will be active from Calypso 
Bay on St. Kitts Island from June 25th to 
August 6th.  QSL via W5JON. 
   DK7TX will be active as stroke P 
from Spiekeroog Island between June 
11th to the 17th.  QSL via his home call. 
   VA1AXC stroke CYØ is now active 
from the Sable Islands through the end 
of June.  If you work him QSL via 
JE1LET. 
   N6TJ will be active from Ascension 
Island through the 3rd of June as ZD8Z.  
QSL via AI4U. 
   GT3ZME will be operating stroke P 
from the Isle Of Man between June 26th 
and the 30th.  QSL direct. 

   W7ZCK and N7CAB will be active 
from Round Cay Island 7 to 9 June as 
V31DT and V31AB.  QSL via W7ZCK. 
   Special Event Station W9D will be 
on the air from June 6th to the 8th in 
observance of the 70th anniversary of D-
Day.  QSL with s.a.s.e. to W9DUP. 
   JA7HMZ will be active from Pohnpei 
Island through the 5th of June as V63DX.  
QSL via home call. 
    

 
 

First FM Auto Radio – June, 1960 

 

 
 

   In a December 1959 survey, leading 
auto radio makers stated flatly they had 
no plans for marketing an FM auto radio. 
Motorola was one of them.  In spite of 
this, Motorola began mass producing the 
FM-900, a mobile radio that tunes 88-
108 mc. This under-the-dash-installation 
unit can operate independently of the 
car’s AM set.  Three transistors power 
the hybrid circuit, which contains seven 
additional tubes.  The FM-900 shares the 
AM set’s antenna and can be used with 
any 12-volt, negatively grounded 
ignition system.  No need to sell the FM 
set when you sell your car.  It may be 
moved from auto to auto, or auto to boat. 
Other features are AGC, AFC and a 
$125 price tag. 



 
 
      After one of the quietest hurricane seasons in decades, the early dynamical model 
runs suggest a below-average 2014 Atlantic hurricane season, which begins June 1st. 
   Top forecasters from Colorado State University predict a quiet 2014 Atlantic hurricane 
season, suggesting that nine tropical storms will form, but only three will become 
hurricanes; of those three predicted hurricanes, only one should be a major hurricane.  
The forecast was released by meteorologists Philip Klotzbach and William Gray of 
Colorado State University’s Tropical Meteorology Project. 
   A predicted El Niño is one factor that led to their quiet forecast.  El Niño is a climate 
pattern defined by warmer-than-normal water in the tropical Pacific Ocean, which tends 
to suppress Atlantic hurricanes.  That, and the tropical Atlantic has cooled over the past 
several months, and with the chances of a moderate to strong El Niño event this summer 
and fall, the historical data indicates fewer storms will form in these conditions. 
   The 2013 Atlantic hurricane season which ended this past November 30th, saw 13 
named storm systems, of which only two attained hurricane strength – both of category 1 
intensity.  Last years’ hurricane season saw the development and strength of tropical 
storm and hurricane activity suppressed by hostile upper atmospheric wind shear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   In an average year, there are 12 tropical storms, six hurricanes and two major 
hurricanes of category 3 strength or higher. 
 

Summer Solstice 
 

   The celebration of the Summer Solstice, also known as Midsummer, or Litha is a time 
of fertility and celebration: bonfires, maypoles, dancing, and outdoor festivals.  A perfect 
summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and 
the lawn mower is broken.  For those of us here in Central Texas, the Summer Solstice, 
bringing the first day of Summer, will arrive on Saturday, June 21st, at 4:51 A.M.  
 

2014 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season 

2014 Atlantic Hurricane Names 
 

 Arthur Laura 
 Bertha  Marco 
 Cristobal Nana 
 Dolly  Omar 
 Edouard Paulette 
 Fay  Rene 
 Gonzalo Sally 
 Hanna  Teddy 
 Isaias  Vicky 
 Josephine Wilfred 

 Kyle 

   It is important to note that forecasts are 
for the total number of storms that may 
occur anywhere within the Atlantic 
Ocean, and do not attempt to predict the 
number of storms that will make landfall 
in the U.S.  A season can deliver many 
storms, but have little impact, or deliver 
few storms and have one or more hitting 
the U.S. coast with major impact. 
   Although a calm season is predicted 
overall, people should be cautioned to 
take the proper precautions.  It takes only 
one landfall event near you to make this 
an active season.   



Radio in 1941 
 

   1941 began with a happy occasion – on January 20th, the very popular FDR was 
inaugurated for an unprecedented third term; Henry Wallace was his Vice-President. But 
events in Europe were on the minds of many Americans and on May 27th, President 
Roosevelt went on radio as he had done so many times before to announce an unlimited 
national emergency after German forces over-ran Greece and Yugoslavia, and invaded 
Crete.  

 
                                                                                                                                       FDR addresses the nation on May 27

th
, 1941 

 

started your day with Arthur Godfrey, who was doing an early morning show, or you 
may have listened to Don McNeill and the Breakfast Club.   
   There was a wide variety of music on radio in 1941 – If you liked country (often called 
“Hillbilly” back then), Gene Autry had his own show, the Melody Ranch.  The Grand Ole 

Opry was still a huge favorite every Saturday night and it was still a year when the great 
band-leaders dominated the charts.  If you turned on your radio in early 1941 you would 
have heard hits from Artie Shaw, Jimmy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Gene Krupa and of 
course, Glenn Miller. 
 

 
   Walt Lochman – Radio’s Best Baseball Announcer 

 

War II—but none other than President and Commander-in-Chief Franklin D. Roosevelt 
himself, called him home to announce the 1943 World Series.  He was one of the leading 
play-by-play men in his heyday and went on to receive the Ford C. Frick Award from the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1979.    Bob passed away on March 10, 1981.  He was 76. 

   It was becoming more and more obvious that 
America would not be able to remain neutral about 
the war in Europe and Americans were tuning in to 
their radios to hear the latest developments.  The 
radio networks and many local stations provided 
special daily newscasts which summarized the 
day’s war-related events. 
   In such insecure times, Americans depended on 
the mass media not only to inform them, but to 
entertain and reassure them.  So you may have 

   In sports, Walt Lochman, as announcer on 
KMBC for the Kansas City Blues, a minor league 
team, was selected as the best radio baseball 
announcer in the nation.  Kansas City fans 
appreciated Lochman enough to boost his ratings 
well past his on-air competition which included 
Kay Kyser, Bing Crosby and Little Orphan Annie.   
   Walt Lochman passed away March 16, 1954, at 
the age of 47, a 27-year veteran of radio.  His love 
of radio was passed on to two of his sons, both of 
whom had long careers in Kansas City radio. 
   WGN’s Bob Elson, a future member of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame and long-time White Sox 
announcer, won first place amongst major league 
announcers.  In 1942, he enlisted in the United 
States Navy and served for four years in World  



   When not listening for the latest news about the war, you still enjoyed Amos 'n' Andy, 
who in 1941 did their first remote broadcast from Harlem.  There was variety and 
comedy too – the Texaco Star Theatre, featuring Fred Allen, was on CBS; Kate Smith 
was also on CBS.  The crime drama Gang Busters was back on radio, and Basil Rathbone 
was playing Sherlock Holmes; entertainment industry newspaper Variety singled him out 
in October of 1941 as one of the best radio actors on the air. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                    Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes 

radio receivers and that its commercial potential was lacking.  They shut down and 
returned their license to the FCC. 
   In Television, on July 1st, the FCC issued the first non-experimental call letters for two 
stations - NBC’s WNBT, and CBS’s WCBW.  But not many people could afford the 
equipment necessary to watch, and programming was very limited. 
 

 
                1941 Philco Model 41-265K Console 

 

game broadcast with a news flash reporting the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  It was 
the first public announcement of the attack heard on the U.S. mainland.  The following 
day, the U.S. declared war and officially entered World War II. 

   New series came to the airwaves in 1941; on January 
7th Inner Sanctum Mysteries debuted over NBC who 
also launched The Great Gildersleeve on August 31st.  If 
you were listening to CBS, Duffy’s Tavern “Where the 
elite meet to eat” first aired on March 1st.  Later in the 
month on the 28th, Hollywood Premiere debuted.  Then 
on October 4th, Armstrong’s Theatre of Today joined the 
line-up of programs airing over CBS radio. 
   And on March 1st, the first commercial FM radio 
station – W47NV – began operation in Nashville, TN.  It 
later became WSM-FM.   The station operated until 
1951 when it realized that few area households had FM  

   The economy was heating up, thanks to the fact that 
the US was providing materials to those fighting 
against the Axis.  In 1941, you could buy a new car for 
$850; a loaf of bread was 8 cents, while a gallon of 
milk cost 54 cents.  You could buy a gallon of gas for 
12 cents and that new Philco console would run you 
$59.95. 
   As the United States moved towards war, events that 
would change the lives of millions of Americans were 
about to occur… 
   At 9:00 a.m. in Honolulu, on Sunday, December 7th, 
station KGMB announced, “Alright now, listen 
carefully.  The island of Oahu is being attacked by 
enemy planes… we are under attack… this is not a 
maneuver… this is the real McCoy!  Keep your radio 
on and tell your neighbor to do the same…”  The first 
bombs had fallen 65 minutes earlier. 
   At 2:26 p.m. Eastern time, Mutual Broadcasting 
System flagship station WOR interrupted a football  
 



 

 
 


