
 
August                                                                                                                                                                           2014 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 
Gerald Richmond,  N5ZXJ 
 

   August is hot – if you’ll forgive the pun – for ham radio!  At the top of the month is the 
Austin Summerfest August 1st and 2nd with its swapfest; the ARRL Texas State Conven- 
tion and the Summer meeting of the Texas VHF-FM Society.  Then on the 2nd and 3rd, is 
the ARRL August UHF Contest.  Just about two weeks later during the weekend of the 
16th and 17th, is the North American QSO Party.  This is a great opportunity for those 
who are working towards their Worked All States award as well as those new to HF who 
might be interested in making a few contacts.  During the same period, in-between all 
those stations calling ‘CQ Contest’ listen up for various stations signing ‘stroke 
Lighthouse’ as it’s the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend event.  A great 
opportunity to put something unusual in your logbook.  More on all these events follows 
in the newsletter. 
   Then on Saturday, at 5:00 PM, August 23rd, CTARC will be holding its’ monthly 
dinner get-together at The County Seat in Lampasas.  The restaurant is located at 402 
South Live Oak, just off of 3rd Street and just across the street from the historic Lampasas 
County Courthouse.  Their website can be found at: http://thecountyseattx.com for more 
info as well as their menu. 
   Our next monthly club meeting is Tuesday, August 5th, at 7:00 PM, at the Bell County 
Communications Center, where I’ll be seeking volunteers to serve on a Nominations  
 

 

Committee, for the selection of club officers to carry 
the club through the coming year.  Several board 
member positions are up for election / re-election for 
2015 and I hope you’ll be one of those volunteers for 
this important process. 
   Lastly, in this issue of the newsletter, our Editor 
asks the question: “Have You Radio Ear?” so be sure 
to read on. 
   Hope to see you all at the meeting as well as on 
our weekly nets. 
 
– 73 de Gerald, N5ZXJ 



 
 

   “The Kraft Cheese Company, who also 

bring you the Kraft Music Hall, present 

each week at this time, Harold Peary as 

The Great Gildersleeve, written by John 

Whedon and Sam Moore.” 
 

 
 

   The Great Gildersleeve premiered 
over NBC on August 31st, 1941 as a 
radio situation comedy and was one of 
radio broadcast history’s earliest spin-off 
programs.  The series was built around 
the character Throckmorton Philharmonic 
Gildersleeve, a regular element of the 
radio situation comedy Fibber McGee 

and Molly.   
   Gildersleeve was a multi-faceted 
character.  He was shrewd, but in ways 
that rarely worked out like he planned. 
He was a ladies man, but mainly in his 
own mind.  He was a public-minded 
neighbor, but always seemed to be 
getting into arguments and entangle- 
ments with them.  The boys down at 
Floyd Munson’s barbershop knew he 
was a singer, but often he seemed more 
an opinionated blowhard. 
   There were 552 episodes in the series 
which aired until April 16, 1957.  You 
can tune-in again to 102 of those 
episodes by visiting: 
https://archive.org/details/Great_Gildersleeve  

 
 

August NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 

August 7th:                            August 14th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                     AD5SK 
 

August 21st:                          August 28th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                   N5JLL 
Back-Up:  N5JLL                       KE5ISN 
 

 
 

   Once again the capitol city is the place 
to be August 1st & 2nd, at the Crowne 
Plaza Austin, 6121 N. IH-35 in Austin 
for the summer meeting of the Texas 
VHF-FM Society and the ARRL Texas 
State Convention. 
   Talk-in frequency is 146.940(-) PL 
107.2 and call for W5KA. 
   For more information please visit: 
www.austinsummerfest.org  

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 1800 UTC, 
August 2nd through 1800 UTC August 
3rd on all authorized amateur frequen- 
cies of 222 MHz and up.  For further 
details please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf  

 

 
 

   Not a contest, but this operating event 
runs from 0001 UTC, August 16th to 
2359 UTC August 17th.  For more info 
on this event, please visit: http://illw.net  



 
 

   Contest period is from 1800 UTC, 
August 16th to 0600 UTC August 17th, 
on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters. 
This is a great opportunity for anyone 
working towards their Worked All States 
or for anyone new to the HF bands, as 
the contestants aren’t interested in 
“ragchewing” but rather, in making 
contacts and moving on.  For more info, 
visit:  http://ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf  
 

 
 

   You know that guy that has a ham 

radio station in his basement?  He can 

talk to China, Mongolia and all of 

Korea.  And he eats… 
 

‘Cow Patties’ 
 

Jan Gregg, W5GNK 
 

   My kiddo’s really liked these mainly 
because of what I named them - Cow 

Patties - as that’s what they look like. 
 

1 yellow cake mix 
2 eggs 
1/4 cup oil 
2 cups regular oats 
1 cup mini chocolate chips 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
1/2 cup sour cream 
 

   Mix the eggs, sour cream and oil all 
together and let set until it is all mushy.  
Mix cake mix with spices and then add 
to the egg mixture.  Add chocolate chips 
and drop by spoonfuls onto a prepared 
cookie sheet.  Bake at 350° for 12 to 15 
minutes. 
 

Eat like that guy you know! 

 
 

Obama Issued Embarrassing 
Ham Callsign 

 

Gary Darnell, WBØRUR 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – After months 
of studying, practice exams and 
thumbing through the latest Ham Radio 
Outlet catalog, President Barack Obama 
has been issued a FCC amateur radio 
service callsign. 
 

 
 

   After successfully defending a 
citizenship challenge from several FCC 
Commissioners who wanted him to use a 
‘5Z4’ callsign, Obama passed the 
amateur radio “General Class” exam at 
the Delmarva Hamfest with an 86% 
score. 
   The chief executive says despite his 
accomplishment, he’s disappointed in 
his callsign.  “I was hoping for 
something more ‘presidential,’” says 
Obama.  The President will join the 
amateur ranks with the call sign: 
NØBMA. 
   FCC spokesman Robert Thorndyke 
declined comment, except to say, “Wait 
until you see what we have planned for 
Jeb Bush.” 
   You can work President Obama at 
1800 UTC Thursdays when he checks 
into the White House Roundtable Net on 
14.242 MHz SSB. 



 
 

Stephan Kinford, N8WB 
 

   NASA is inviting people around the 
world to submit their names to be etched 
on two microchips aboard a spacecraft 
headed to the asteroid Bennu in 2016. 
 

 
 

   Your name will hitch a ride to the 
asteroid, aboard the Origins Spectral 
Interpretation Resource Identification 
Security Regolith Explorer spacecraft, 
which is scheduled for launch in the Fall 
of 2016.  The spacecraft will reach the 
asteroid Bennu in 2018 and will then 
spend 500 days there mapping the 
asteroid’s surface, then collect samples 
of Bennu’s surface and return them to 
Earth in a special capsule in 2023.  A 
second microchip will remain on the 
spacecraft which will remain in space.  
   The deadline to submit names online is 
this coming September 30th.  Those who 
take part in the ‘Messages to Bennu’ 
campaign will be able to print out a 
certificate of appreciation to document 
their involvement. 
   To submit your name, or maybe your 
name and callsign following your last 
name, fill out the form at: 
www.planetary.org/get-involved/messages/bennu  

   More information on the mission itself 
can be found at: www.asteroidmission.org  

 
 

   The FCC is requesting to raise the 
Amateur Service vanity call sign 
regulatory fee from its current $16.10 to 
$21.60 for the 10-year license term. The 
$5.50 increase would be the largest 
vanity fee hike in many years.  The 
proposal is contained in a Notice of 

Proposed Rule Making which appeared 
in The Federal Register on July 3rd.  
   The FCC reported there were 11,500 
“payment units” in FY 2014.  The 
Commission said the vanity program 
generated $230,000 in FY 2013 revenue, 
and it estimated that it would collect 
nearly $248,000 in FY 2014. 
   Changes in the vanity call sign fee 
typically take effect in late August or 
early September. 

 

 
 

              Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 
 

  The ARRL and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency have signed a new 
Memorandum of Agreement, one that is 
destined to enhance cooperation between 
the League and FEMA in the area of 
disaster communications. 
  Calling amateur radio one of the most 
resilient communications technologies 
we have, FEMA Administrator Craig 
Fugate-KK4INZ, penned his name to the 
Memorandum with the ARRL.  This to 
further mutual cooperation in times of 
disaster and preparing for such 
emergencies. 
  The new agreement will allow FEMA 
and the ARRL to work together to 
provide resources, services and 
personnel to fortify the relief agencies 
capacity in certain areas.   



 
 

  IZ2DPX will be active from Montserrat 
Island as VP2MPX from August 9th to 
the 24th.  QSL direct. 
   JA3FVJ, JA3QWN, JA3TJA, JF3PLF 
and JH3FUK will be active from 
Christmas Island 2-8 August as VK9EX. 
QSL via JF3PLF. 
   VE6SH will be active from Antigua 
Island through the 8th of August as 
V29SH.  QSL via his home call. 
   VK3ATX will be operational stroke P 
from Gabo Island on August 16th and 
17th.  QSL via his home call. 
   VK3VTH will be active stroke 7 from 
King Island between August 14th to the 
17th.  QSL via his home call. 
   YB3MM will be active from East 
Timor 31 July - 5 August as 
4W/NB3MM.  QSL via IZ8CCW. 
   UA3IPL will be active from 
Spitsbergen archipelago through the 28th 
of August as JW/UA3IPL.  QSL via 
RW6HS. 
   JG8NQJ will be operational stroke 
JD1 from Marcus Island in the Minami 
Torishima group through August 19th.  
Activity will be limited to mainly 17 
meters but also listen for him on 15, 12 
and 10.  QSL via JA8CJY. 
   IW2NEF will be active from Zanzibar 
Island using the call 5H1NE through 
August 6th.  QSL via IK2DUW. 
   DO3MY will be operational as 6V1W 
from Senegal through September.  QSL 
via his home callsign. 
   3E1ØØPC will be on the air through 
August 31st in Panama to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the opening of the 
Panama Canal.  QSL via HP2AT. 
   ON6DSL will be active stroke SV9 
from Pigianos Kampos, Crete, from 1 
through 10 August.  QSL via his home 
call. 
 

   K9GY will be active stroke VP9 from 
Bermuda, 6 through 11 August.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   OZØJ will be active stroke KHØ 
from Saipan in the Mariana Islands, 
from the 26th of August to September 
2nd.  QSL via his home call. 
   CE2WTF and CE2NTT will each be 
signing stroke CEØ from Easter Island, 
on 2 & 3 August.  QSL each direct. 
   WM2W and NØTW will be active 
from The Bahamas, 1 through 4 August 
as C6AMW and C6ATW.  QSL via 
NØTW. 
   JQ2GYU and JJ2VLY will be active 
from Tinian Island in the Mariana 
Islands as NHØJ, from 10 to 15 August.  
QSL via JQ2GYU. 
   The beacon from 4U1UN is back on 
the air after being down for repairs.  The 
beacon operates on 14.100, 18.110, 
21.150, 24.930 & 28.200 MHz.  QSL via 
HB9BOU. 
   HA9MDN will be active stroke 9A 
from Vir Island through August 3rd. 
QSL via his home callsign. 
   HS5ØRAST will be active through 
December 31st to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Radio Amateur 
Society of Thailand.  QSL via E21EIC. 
   AI5P will be active stroke J3 from the 
island of Grenada, 12-22 August.  He 
will then be active stroke 9Y4 from the 
island of Tobago, 23 August through the 
1st of September.  With each, QSL via 
his home call. 
   DL7VOA will be active stroke I5 
from Tuscany, Italy, between August 
11th and the 21st.  QSL via his home 
call. 
   JH1NBN will be active as C21BN 
from Nauru through August 16th.  QSL 
via his home callsign. 
   A43MI will be active from Masirah 
Island between August 7th through the 
11th.  QSL via A47RS. 



 
 

Jeff Draper, N5SSI 
 

   Here in the Central Texas Plains, severe weather can occur year round.  We have had 
snow as late as April, tornadoes and flooding in December, and droughts from hell can 
occur virtually any time of year.  Spring time is the main period for severe weather in 
most places, but many of us in the Southern states have a second season from October to 
December.  Due to our climate, 3” of snow or half an inch of ice constitutes severe 
weather also. 

  
attempt a rescue.  Anyone involved with a swift water rescue should be trained in swift 
water.  The same rule applies for still water rescues too.  Seems obvious, but you may be 
surprised.  Central Texas is flash flood alley capitol of the nation.   

 
 

and the list goes on.  Not to mention your role after a tornado touch-down.  It can only be 
compared to a commercial aircraft crash.  Massive damage, mass casualties, mental 
trauma unimaginable, and counseling afterwards if bad enough. 
 

 

 

Severe Weather 101 

   Flooding is the number one killer in Texas, and 
probably most other states.  80% of flood related 
deaths occur in vehicles.  The picture at right was 
taken by me, and the driver was rescued during the 
night.  The car later floated up when the water rose 
and eventually wedged itself in that position.  A 
flood rescue is the most dangerous thing you can 
do.  It takes much more than a rope and life vest to 

   Severe thunderstorms are the most dangerous 
driving situation you can find yourself in.  You can 
have rain falling in excess of 6-12” per hour. (When 
it is raining so hard you have trouble seeing while 
driving, that is about 3” an hour). You can encounter 
large hail that can produce significant damage.  You 
can have deadly cloud to ground lightning strikes, 
downed power lines and poles, debris, roadway 
flooding you can’t see, winds in excess of 70 MPH, 

   On May 27, 1997, Jarrell Texas, a town of 
about 350 people just North of Austin, suffered 
an F-5 tornado.  Wind ratings in an F-5 are 261-
318 MPH.  This funnel crossed a subdivision on 
the edge of town, and virtually wiped it off the 
map.  Houses were cleared to nothing but bare 
slabs; no plumbing, no trees, no vehicles, etc.  In 
a matter of 5 minutes, 27 people died a violent 
death.   



   The tornado sucked the pavement off the road, stripped cattle down to the bone, sucked 
water from lakes, mangled vehicles into unrecognizable messes, and killed whole 
families.  Thirty some vehicles, or parts of, were never found.  It takes an unimaginable 
force to destroy engine blocks and transmissions.  As the storm progressed, reports came 
in that chunks of vehicles were falling into Lake Travis some 45 miles away.   
 

 
 

and survived.  There is no real training to guide you for this kind of situation.  You must 
be aware of every hazard there is, from nails in the ground, live wires, gas leaks, and 
have a ‘crime scene mentality’ for the whole situation.  Also, should you ever find 
yourself in a vehicle facing a tornado that you can’t get away from, do not hide 
underneath an under-pass.  Thanks to one particular movie, many people now do this.  It 
is far from safe.   

 
 

   As most know, wildfires can create their own weather patterns within themselves. 
Extreme winds can be produced within the fire-ground from heat ducting, and these can 
actually behave very much like a large thunderstorm.  Hence some of the shots we have 
seen of fire tornadoes.  Virtually any weather event can produce multiple negative effects 
on its immediate environment.  
   Snow and ice can also be classified as severe weather.  I’m sure anyone up North that 
has experienced a good blizzard can relate.  Roads become impassible, and people can 
become stranded for days in their homes or vehicles.  Hypothermia is a lethal emergency 
and can onset quickly.  Simple actions like walking can be lethal if you slip and fall.  
Driving is usually just insane. 
   This has been a very brief article on weather hazards.  I could write enough details to 
fill a book from my weather experiences.  For now, I hope everyone stays warm and safe. 
 

This article was originally prepared as a briefing for fire department first responders and its’ edited content is reprinted here with 

permission of the author. 

   We later found a watch that had been broken 
and stopped at the exact time it hit.  It was 
hanging in a cedar tree 45 miles away.  A box of 
checks was found almost 100 miles away.  
Amazingly other objects were found undamaged; 
a bottle of champagne was found unbroken; 
chickens were found stripped but alive.  One 
woman was hiding in her bathtub in her home, 
and when the tornado hit, she was shot out across 
the pastures like a toboggan sled, some 300 feet, 

   Lightning is an equally dangerous hazard.  It can 
strike more than 15 miles from a storm cell.  If you 
can hear thunder, you are still in danger.  A 
lightning strike is 5 times hotter than the surface of 
the sun, and can produce millions of amps (not 
volts).  Amps will kill you.  We have seen small 
trees disintegrate into dust and car radio antennas 
get struck while driving.  Always use an HT if 
possible when around lightning, and keep your  
windows completely rolled up.   



Radio in 1945 
 

   As 1945 began, World War II was still raging on, and on a day to day basis, what was 
probably on your mind was wondering how the boys overseas were doing – it seemed 
that just about everyone had some family member in uniform.  As the war dragged on, 
you continued to depend on radio; as it got you through the Depression, so it helped you 
through the war. 

 
                                                                                                                                                      1945 RCA Model 55-F 

 

male announcers had been drafted.  A number of women who had been ham radio 
operators were quickly trained to be radio engineers, and they kept the stations on the air 
throughout the war.   

 
                     Dorothy Thompson 

Star player and fan favorite Hank Greenberg hit a dramatic home run – on the final day of 
the season – to win the pennant for the Detroit Tigers.  As mentioned, women were 
working in some non-traditional occupations, and baseball was no exception.  In 1945, 
the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League continued to develop a loyal 
following.   

 
                                                                                                                                                                                Arch McDonald 

   In January, the tragic disappearance of Glenn 
Miller’s plane on a flight from England to Paris 
on December 15th of the previous year was still 
front page news, and his fans hoped for the best. 
   With so many men fighting overseas, women 
still made up a large part of the work-force, and 
you could find them in many non-traditional 
jobs: in media for example, there were quite a 
few all-female radio stations, since most of the 

   The best known of the female radio commentators was 
Dorothy Thompson; in 1939 she was recognized by 
Time magazine as the second most influential woman in 
America next to Eleanor Roosevelt.  Her radio broad- 
casts went on to become some of the most popular in the 
United States, making her one of the most sought after 
female public speakers of her time.  She is also noted as 
being the first journalist to be expelled from Germany 
and is often referred to as the “First Lady of American 
Journalism.” She later passed away on January 30, 1961. 
   It was a good time to be a sports fan – despite the fact 
that many players were now fighting overseas, there was 
still a pennant race, and it was an exciting one in 1945. 

   Arch McDonald, sports radio broadcaster who served as the 
voice of Major League Baseball’s Washington Senators, won the 
Sporting News award as top announcer for the third time; the two 
previous times were in 1932 and 1942.  McDonald was said to be 
the nation’s highest-paid sports broadcaster at $27,800 a year.  
Time magazine described him as an “Ambassador of Sports.”   
   In 1946 one of McDonald’s listeners - President Harry Truman, 
helped persuade him to run for Congress as a Democrat in 
Maryland’s sixth district, but he was defeated at the polls. 
 



   And in 1945, legendary baseball announcer Harry Caray began his radio career calling 
the play-by-play for the St. Louis Cardinals. 
   But baseball wasn’t the only diversion; several new shows went on the air in 1945.  A 
new detective show, Hercule Poirot, debuted on the Mutual network on January 12th, 
based on the well-known Agatha Christie murder mysteries.  If you liked that up-and-
coming singer Frank Sinatra, you heard him in late January on the Edgar Bergen and 

Charlie McCarthy Show on NBC, and This is Your FBI made its debut on April 6th on 
the NBC-Blue Network – which would become known as ABC in June. 
 

 
              President Roosevelt’s Funeral Cortege 

 

   New York radio fans got an unexpected bonus in July when there was a newspaper 
strike.  Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia went on the air and read the comic strips so people 
wouldn’t have to miss their favorite. 

 
                                                                                                                                Mayor LaGuardia reads the funnies over WNYC 

 

   If you were working at the average job in 1945, the minimum wage was now boosted to 
40¢ an hour.  You could buy a gallon of milk for about 62¢ and a loaf of bread was 9¢.   

 
    1945 ‘Viewtone’ TV with 5” x 7” screen 

 

   Then, on April 12th, President Roosevelt 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage.  He was only 
63, and his death touched millions.  Radio 
stations dropped all commercials for several 
days, people wept in the streets as the funeral 
cortege passed.  Ironically, two of the other 
protagonists in the war drama also died in 
April – Italy’s Benito Mussolini was executed 
on April 28th and Germany’s Adolph Hitler 
committed suicide on April 30th.  After that, 
Germany finally surrendered on May 8th. 
 

   Then on August 15th the Japanese finally 
surrendered, the formal surrender ceremony 
occurred on September 2nd; the war was finally 
over. 
   Amateur radio operators, who had been 
ordered off the air in December 1941, were 
finally allowed back on the airwaves on 
November 15, 1945 -- but only on 10 and 2.5 
meters.  Later in the year hams would gain 
privileges on 6 meters. 

   There were still only nine TV stations on the air, and 
about 7,000 people had TV sets.  George Gallup was 
conducting a poll to find out how many people had ever 
heard of TV or had ever seen it demonstrated. 
   In November 1945, the first Slinky was demonstrated at 
Gimbel’s Department Store in Philadelphia; all four 
hundred Slinkys on hand were sold within ninety minutes.   
   As Americans prepared to greet the new year of 1946, 
the ‘Baby Boom’ was about to start, and it would change 
society in ways few people could predict. 
 



“Hello, Test…” 
 

John Troster, W6ISQ (SK) 
 

   “Break, break… W6ISQ here… ahhhh, anybody out there on the CATS net can give 
me a check on a new mike?” 
 

   Yeah, bad hum. 
   Too much lows. 
   Lotta background noise…  
you mobile or something? 
   Sounds like a hand-held rig. 
   I don’t hear no hum. 
   Back off your derivation control. 
   Sounds okay here. 
   My scope says too many highs. 
   Get closer to the mike. 
    
   “Break, break…”  
 

   The first mike was better. 
   Nothing wrong with your new mike.  It sounds great.  Can always recognize your 
voice, Sam. 
 

   “Break, break… ahhhh… I haven’t even plugged in the new mike yet… QRX.  I’ll plug 
it in now… ahhhh… testing… ah-one… how does this sound now?  Oh, and this is not 
Sam… this is Italian String Quartets!” 
 

   Sounds the same. 
   Back away from your mike. 
   Sounds like your rig is FM-ing. 
 

   “It is a FM rig, Old Man.” 
 

   Too noisy… you got a fan going?” 
   You gotta change that derivation control. 
   Hum is worse. 
   My scope says too many lows. 
   I don’t hear no hum. 
   It ain’t full quieting. 
   Still sounds okay here. 
    
   “Break, break…” 
 

   Naw, bad distortion. 
   If I was you I’d get off the air. 
   Aw, naw… don’t pay attention to all them reports.  Everybody can still recognize your 
voice, Sam.    

This article first appeared in the August, 1983 issue of QST and is copyright the ARRL 

and is reprinted here with their permission. 

 



 
 

What’s On The Air – August, 1930 
 

   Have you “radio ear”?  It will do you no good to stall uneasily or register an indignant 
protest, for, if you read this, the odds are a thousand to one that you have.  Besides, 
though you have, there is no reason to be uneasy or indignant about it. 
   “Radio ear” is not something to be confused with “cauliflower ear,” the professional 
badge so popular before prize-fighting became boxing.  Certain cynics, of course, will 
retort that it must then be a disease, to judge by the program choices of some of their 
acquaintances.  But, despite the evidence to support that wisecrack, “radio ear” is not a 
disease either, like “housemaid’s knee,” “writer’s cramp” or “stone-cutter’s asthma.”  It 
is nothing more than a normal and natural psychological adjustment. 

 

On the face of things, that shouldn’t be necessary.  Apparently all one needs to do is 
throw the switch, cock an attentive car and let the dynamic do the rest.  But not so. 
   To prove that, get hold of some one who has never heard a radio (if that can be done), 
sit him down before your loudspeaker, and watch a strained look come over his face 
while he does his first listening.  You have doubtless forgotten, since it happened so long 
ago, but you felt that same strain when you had your first earful of radio, and for good 
reason. 
   Until you become accustomed to it, listening to radio does involve a certain amount of 
strain, because broadcasting is more or less artificial.  And that is no heresy to modern 
tone-quality perfection, either. 
   Even with the best of transmission and reproduction, broadcasting is certain to be more 
or less artificial. A master oil portrait never quite equals the living subject.  A movie 
newsreel is never just as realistic as the big event itself.  Whenever you copy or transfer, 
there is certain to be a loss.  That is a law of nature, and radio is not exempt from its 
operation.  
   With any good, modern receiver picking up high-grade, modern transmission, this loss 
of fidelity is astonishingly small.  Yet it is there.  Listening to the radio version is not 
quite like hearing the same artists or speakers in person.  Hence the necessity to become 
accustomed to the difference, which can be called “radio ear.”  

   In other words, one who has “radio ear” has 
become accustomed to listening to radio. That 
sounds quite simple and obvious, doesn’t it?  But, 
like so many simple and obvious things in this 
hectic world, it goes considerably deeper and 
farther, and explains more things than it might 
seem at first glance. 
   For instance, the very fact that one must become 
accustomed to listening to radio is something to 
think over.   



   He is the veteran dial-twister, his cultivated sense of pitch is not offended grievously by 
slight flatting or sharping, which he does not so much as notice.  Oblivious to heterodyne 
howls which drive others to distraction.  In other words, he has a well-developed case of 
“radio ear.”  Further, being accustomed seems to be the best practical explanation of the 
everlasting clash of opinion among listeners over tone quality.  “One man's meat is 
another man’s poison” fits the case rather neatly.  A receiver whose tone sends its owner 
into ecstasy may be unbearable to his friend, called in, more than likely, to admire it. 
Precise laboratory tests may show beyond a doubt that the receiver in question delivers 
reproduction much superior in fidelity to that of the dissatisfied friend’s.  But that makes 
no difference. 

 
listeners to become accustomed to the acoustics of their own homes.  If two friends have 
identical receivers, each is pretty sure to think his better than the other’s, and not simply 
because of pride in owner-ship. His set sounds better to him because he is used to the 
acoustic properties of his own domicile.  Several things tend to affect these properties. 
   Plentiful draperies, heavily upholstered furniture and thick rugs damp out the high 
tones, thereby emphasizing the bass.  On the other hand, scanty damping of this sort, 
together with large rooms and bare walls, emphasizes the high notes, giving the effect of 
reduced bass.  This explains why a shift in the location of the receiver or a change in the 
character of the furnishings often causes a marked difference in the tone of a radio; that 
is, to the owner’s “radio ear”. 

 
   Can you distinguish the difference between static and trolley-car interference, between 
heterodynes and the squeals of regenerative receivers?  If you can do that, you are a 
candidate for “radio ear.” 

   He has become accustomed to his set.  Therefore, that 
is what his “radio ear” considers good.  In time he may 
be won over to something different and better.  But it 
takes time. 
   For instance, another friend is clinging stoutly to a six-
year-old receiver.  This friend contends his venerable 
outfit is superior to anything being produced to-day, and 
will stick to it until no more replacement parts can be 
bought to keep it going.  He has a case of “radio ear” for 
that particular set. 
   “Radio ear” likewise has much to do with causing  

   These are some of the more common symptoms of “radio 
ear.”  Another, found particularly among victims of the DX bug, 
is the ability to enjoy a program despite clamoring interference. 
   The sure-enough distance fan can sit, blissfully entranced, 
through a barrage of static and electrical noise and a chorus of 
heterodyne whines and blooper cat-calls that would be hopeless 
bedlam to the listener whose usual fare is the program of some 
local station.  Unless all this interference utterly submerges the 
coveted far-away station, his “radio ear” simply filters out the 
din. 
   Here is a convenient and interesting tests which you can apply 
to determine just how highly developed your case may be…   


