
 
March                                                                                                                                                                            2015 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Rick Murray,  K6WXA 

 

   First off and most importantly, I'd like to extend a welcome to our newest member, 
Emery Chandler.  Emery doesn't have his ticket yet, but joined the club anyway at our 
last meeting on February 3rd.  From what several of us have been able to determine, 
Emery is the first non-licensed associate member that CTARC has ever had.   A huge 
welcome to you Emery, and we hope to hear you soon on the airwaves! 
   Foremost on everyone's mind lately, has been the weather...  no one more so than our 
own Joe Dorn-W5VEX.  He's just about fed up with it altogether.  You might recall, last 
February 2nd, the groundhog made his annual forecast and predicted six more weeks of 
winter.  It appears winter is trying to stay firmly in place.  Joe is not taking this lying 
down and is forming a regional groundhog hunting club.  However, Joe promises this 
won't just be a bunch of good ol' boys, traipsing through the woods in search of the 
elusive whistle pig; this will be an organized gathering on par with the Grand Masters. 
Celebration banquet dinners, and the highly prized Grand Groundhog Master Hunter 
blazer.  Hunter orange, fur lined - groundhog fur that is - and with the groundhog hunting 
club's logo emblazoned in gold stitch.  Joe's even arranging for coverage of their events 
through ESPN, National Public Radio and even ABC's Wide World of Sports.  Joe will 
have more information on this March 12th, when he's net control for the weekly net, so 
be sure to tune in. 
   March 2nd is a state holiday in observance of Texas Independence Day, some offices 
may be closed or at reduced staffing, so plan your activities around this.  

 

 

   Several hamfests and amateur radio contests are 
taking place this month, along with several basic 
Skywarn spotter classes in the area.  Be sure to get 
involved and if you haven't attended a Skywarn 
training session yet, these basic storm spotter's 
classes may be your last opportunity for the year. 
   Spring is supposedly just around the corner, and 
with it, our severe weather season will begin.  
Take the time to check your equipment and your 
antenna's now. 
   Hope to see y'all at our next club meeting on 
Tuesday, March 3rd at 7:00 pm. 
 

- 73 de Rick, K6WXA 



 
 

   “Good evening ladies and gentleman 

and welcome to the Amos‘n’Andy show, 

a full half hour of entertainment with all 

your favorite Amos‘n’Andy characters.” 
 

 
 

   Amos 'n' Andy first aired over station 
WMAQ in Chicago on March 19, 1928 
and was probably the longest running 
radio sitcom, airing until November 25, 
1960.  Set in Manhattan's historic black 
community of Harlem, it was the first 
radio program to be distributed by 
syndication in the United States. By the 
end of the syndicated run in August of 
1929, at least 70 stations besides 
WMAQ carried the program by means 
of recordings. 
   At the peak of their popularity, many 
movie theaters began the practice of 
stopping the films for the 15 minutes of 
the Amos 'n' Andy show and then playing 
the program through the theater's sound 
system or simply by placing a radio on 
the stage.  Some theaters attempted to 
attract patrons by noting the fact that 
they offered the broadcast in their 
advertisements. 
   Despite it's popularity, several 
recorded episodes of Amos 'n' Andy 
have been lost to history.  But some have 
survived that you can listen to again at: 
https://archive.org/details/amosandy1  

 
 

March NCS and Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

March 5th:                              March 12th: 
Net Control:  N5JLL                  W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    W5GNK 
 

March 19th:                           March 26th: 
Net Control:  W5GNK               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                    KE5ISN 
 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
7th, to 2400Z March 8th on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB phone.  For 
more information on this, please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx  
 

 
 

   The Irving Amateur Radio Club will 
be holding their annual Hamfest 
Saturday, March 7th, from 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm at the Betcha Bingo Hall at 
2420 West Irving Blvd., at the 
intersection of N. Story Road and West 
Irving Boulevard, in Irving.  Talk-In 
frequency is 146.720(-) PL 110.9 and 
call for WA5CKF.  More info is at: 
http://www.irvingarc.org/iarchamfest.html 
 

 
 

   For reasons unknown, TESSA will not 
be holding their annual storm conference 
this year.  Their next conference is 
scheduled for March 5th, 2016. 



Daylight Saving Time Begins 

 

 

 

   Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, 
March 8th at 2:00 AM.  Be sure to set 
your clocks one hour ahead before going 
to bed the preceding Saturday night. 
 

 
 

   The Williamson County Amateur 
Radio Club will be holding their annual 
swapfest on Saturday, March 14th at the 
Community Center in the San Gabriel 
Park, 445 East Morrow Street, in 
Georgetown.  Doors open at 8:00 AM.    
Talk-in frequency is via their repeater on 
146.640(-) PL 162.2 and call for N5TT. 
   For more information, please visit: 
www.wcarc.com  
 

 
 

   The Greater Houston Hamfest and the 
ARRL Texas State Convention, is on 
Saturday, March 28th, 8 am - 3:30 pm at 
the Fort Bend County Fairgrounds, 4200 
Highway 36, in Rosenberg.  Talk-In 
frequency is 146.940(-) PL 167.9 and 
call for KK5W.  More information is at:  
http://www.houstonhamfest.org 

 
 

   Contest period is from 12:00 UTC on 
March 14th, to 12:00 UTC March 15th, 
on 160 through 10 meters using CW, 
SSB and RTTY.  The objective of this 
event is to stimulate contesting from 
Africa. More info is at:  www.sarl.org.za  

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
28th to 2400Z, March 29th on 160, 80, 
40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB.  For more 
information on this contest, please visit: 
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm 

 

 
 

Burnet County (Basic Spotter Training) 
Thursday, March 5th, 6:30 to 8:30 PM, 
at the Community Center, 401 East 
Jackson St., in Burnet. 
 

Erath County  (Basic Spotter Training)  
Thursday, March 26th, 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
at the Tarelton State University, Science 
Building, Room 102, 1333 West 
Washington Street, in Stephenville. 
 

Lampasas County  (Basic Spotter 

Training)  Monday, March 2nd, 7:00 to  
9 :00 PM at the County Annex, 409 
South Pecan Street, in Lampasas. 
 

Mills County  (Basic Spotter Training) 
Tuesday, March 3rd, 7:00 to 9:00 PM at 
the Goldthwaite VFD, 806 East 4th St., 
in Goldthwaite. 
 

Williamson County  (Basic Spotter 

Training) Wednesday, March 4th, 6:30 
to 8:30 PM, at the Baca Center, Grand 
Meeting Room, 301 West Bagdad Ave., 
in Round Rock. 



 
 

   The Bosque County Amateur Radio Club will be holding tutorial 
classes where you can learn everything you need to earn your 
Technician Class FCC Amateur Radio License or to upgrade an existing 
license. 
 
   The Technician license is your gateway to the world-wide excitement 
of amateur radio. 
 
...and now you do not need to learn Morse code... 
 
...30 minutes from Waco...easy access... 
 
   Classes begin on March 7th at 10:00 to 2:00 each Saturday at the Old 
City Hall in Valley Mills, located at the intersection of FM 56 and 
Highway 6. 
 
   Please drop by and see how we can help you get into one of the most 
interesting and fun hobbies. 
 
   If you have any questions, feel free to contact Donald Alsup - AI5AI at 
ai5ai.donald@gmail.com or Felix Palkin - KG5AWL at 
kg5awl@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ham Radio Tutorial 
Classes Forming Now! 

 



 

H.B. 946 

x 

 

   Read this... There is a bill circulating in the Texas State Legislature, 
known as H.B. 946 which has to do with the requirement that towers which 
are "...at least 50 feet tall, but not more than 200 feet in height above ground 
level, be painted with equal alternating bands of aviation orange and white."   
 

   The bill goes on to define a tower as, "self-standing or supported by guy 
wires and anchors; is not more than six feet in diameter at the base of the 
structure; and has accessory facilities on which an antenna, sensor, camera, 
meteorological instrument, or other equipment is mounted." 

 

   This bill will take effect on September 1, 2015. 
 

   Don't Panic... there are exceptions to this new act, and nearly all of us will 
be exempted from it.  If your tower is located on your property, adjacent to a 
building, including a barn, or an electric utility substation; or in the curtilage 
of a residence - that is "an area of land attached to a house" you are exempted 
from this requirement. 
 

   Another exemption listed in the bill is a "facility" licensed by the FCC.  
Though the bill does not define exactly what a FCC licensed "facility" is. 
 

   All this being said, who in the amateur radio community here in Texas, 
needs to worry about this...?  If you own a tower at a remote repeater site for 
example - then you do!  Are you planning on putting up a tower at a remote 
repeater site?  This bill applies equally to you. 
 

   And, if you own a tower at a remote repeater site or plan to erect a tower at 
a remote repeater site, you must provide notice to the Department of 
Transportation of the existence of the tower, or intent to erect a tower; and 
you will be required to register the tower with their department. 
 

   There are no "grandfather clauses" except, within the bill it states, that any 
tower as defined, erected prior to the effective date of this bill, is not required 
to comply with this act until September 1, 2016. 
 

   The bill in its entirety, can be viewed in MS Word, HTML, or .pdf format 
at:  http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB946 

 

   The proponent agency is the Texas Department of Transportation.  They 
can be contacted at: Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th St., 
Austin, TX 78701.  Their contact phone number is:  (800) 558-9368. 
 

 



CTARC Weather Nets 
 

   With storm season quickly approaching, I thought it appropriate to re-visit the basic  
operating guidelines of our CTARC Weather Nets and to list the back-up frequencies of 
where to tune to in the event a weather system takes out a particular repeater or repeaters. 
   The CTARC Weather Net provides information to the National Weather Service 
Regional Office located in Fort Worth and various local authorities.  The goal is to help 
protect the people of Central Texas and provide ground truth data to the National 
Weather Service. 
   One important note, if you are the net control station for a weather net, don't sign-off 
with the National Weather Service just because the storm system has left your particular 
area.  Let the NWS decide when the storm event is over. 
 

Operational Guidelines: 
 

Standby Mode - The repeater is free for use.  However, a CTARC 
Weather Net Control Operator will be standing by for any severe 
weather reports. 
 

Active Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control 
operator.  All traffic should be directed through the NCS operator. 
Severe weather is occurring within our coverage area. 
 

Emergency Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control operator.  All 
traffic is restricted to emergency traffic only.  Extremely severe weather is occurring 
within our coverage area. 
 

Weather Net Frequencies: 
 

Primary Repeater W5BEC - Eddy, 147.140 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Secondary Repeater N5ZXJ - Eddy, 145.310 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater W5AMK - Gatesville, 146.960(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KB5SXV - Lampasas, 147.220 MHz(+) PL Tone 88.5 
Alternate Repeater W5ZDN – Lacy / Lakeview, 145.150 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KE5URD - Cameron, 147.020 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater W5BCR - Clifton, 147.180 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
CTARC Simplex Frequency 147.550 MHz 

    

 

   Another good idea is to program in to your scanner 
or memory channel in your HT, the frequency of the 
nearest NOAA Weather Radio transmitter in your 
area.   
   The National Weather Service Office in Fort 
Worth operates 13 transmitters located across North 
Texas.  While several NOAA transmitters may be 
easily heard, for most of us, the principal frequency 
to tune to for our area is 162.475, station WXK35.   
   More information on this can be found at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=radioinfo  
 



 
 
   Spring in Central Texas can bring a variety of weather, from a very wet rainy season, to 
violent thunderstorms, raging wildfires - and even snow.  Except this year.  After 
reviewing the latest Spring outlook from NOAA's Climate Prediction Center, and the 
Predictive Services Office of the National Interagency Fire Center, it strongly appears 
this year's Spring will be uneventful. 

 
                                                                                                                                         March - May Precipitation Probability 

season accumulated precipitation amounts are similar to climatological probabilities - that 
being equal chances of the norm are expected as indicated.  However, weather patterns 
have not been consistent, suggesting the atmosphere is not responding to the oceanic 
influences.  NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center continues to favor a trend toward a weak 
El Niño-Southern Oscillation in the coming months.  In short, at least for now, we can 
expect an average Spring season. 

 
               March - May Temperature Probability 
 

   Forecasters look at long-range computer models as well as several indices when 
making the seasonal forecasts and it is a combination of factors that leads to the resulting 
temperature pattern. 
   And, if you put any faith in the "Farmer's Almanc" it predicts that the Spring season 
will on average, be rainier and warmer for our region. 
 
 

Spring Forecast 
Outlook 

   Atmospheric and oceanic conditions across 
the tropical Pacific continue to align overall 
with ENSO neutral conditions.  The 
precipitation outlook indicates elevated odds 
for above normal precipitation over the 
southwest and western portions of the Great 
Plains.  Increased uncertainty and a reduced 
role of an ENSO warm event over the lower 48 
states, prompted the likelihoods of enhanced 
odds where seasonal mean temperatures and  

   The Climate Prediction Center indicates a 
high probability of below average 
temperatures for the southern and central 
Plains.  This due to the regressions of 
temperature and weakness in the temperature 
forecast field, which support enhanced odds 
of below normal temperatures over the 
southern plains and our region.   These 
below-average temperatures will persist in 
March and April for the Southeast and 
South-Central regions of the U.S. 
 



 
 
 

   The drought is now in its 5th year, and although the agricultural drought has seen 
occasional reprieves, the hydrological drought has steadily worsened across much of the 
region.  November precipitation totals exceeded normal values across much of central 
Texas and western portions of north Texas.  
 

 
 

Precipitation since October 2014 has totaled less than 75 percent of normal across much 
of the Panhandle and in adjacent areas to the east, and 6-month totals below half of 
normal were noted in a few small areas in southwestern Oklahoma and the central Texas 
Panhandle. 

Vernal Equinox 
 

 

   Below normal significant wildland fire 
potential is expected for the outlook period 
for the southern Plains and coastal Atlantic 
through the outlook period, though there will 
be an area from the lower Mississippi Valley 
through the Ohio Valley that will see 
significant wildland fire potential increasing 
to above normal by mid-March through 
April. 
   The frequency of deep, southwesterly  
weather systems should continue to deliver 
adequate precipitation and limit fire potential 
for the majority of the Area for the next 
couple of months. 

But across north-central and northeast Texas, 
November was a month with insufficient 
rainfall.  The autumn precipitation total was 
firmly in the driest tercile - the driest third of 
historical data.  Throughout much of the region 
year to date totals are below normal. 
   Moderate to locally heavy precipitation 
prompted patchy improvement across southern 
and eastern Texas, but it was a cold and dry 
elsewhere, keeping dryness and drought 
predominantly unchanged.  Some deterioration 
was noted in a few spots in northern Texas.   

   Mark Twain once said, "In the spring I have counted one hundred 
and thirty-six different kinds of weather inside of four and twenty 
hours."  
   Punxsutawney Phil, in his Groundhog's Day forecast on February 
2nd, may have predicted six more weeks of winter, or an early spring.  
Either way, for those of us in Central Texas, the Vernal Equinox will 
occur on Friday, March 20th, at 5:45 PM ushering in the first day of 
Spring. 



 
   Their first issue introduces the staff of their office and has a good technical article on 
Radar along with articles covering hydrological and climate issues.  Many of us live 
along the border line of the area of responsibility for the Fort Worth and Austin Weather 
Forecast Offices, so it's a good idea to check both of their websites for the latest detailed 
information. 
   Editor's remarks...  at one time, the Fort Worth Weather Forecast Office use to put out 
a quarterly newsletter entitled The Texas Thunderbolt, but they ceased this publication 
two or three years ago.  Maybe this might 'provoke' them to start it up again. 
 

 
   The balls are thoroughly mixed and poured into troughs.  Their sequence, depending 
solely upon laws of chance, has proved strikingly similar to actual weather records.   
   So, basically they are saying that long term weather prediction methodology is so bad 
that randomly guessing works better? 

 

 

The Texas Weather Wire 
 

Tim Stevens, K5TBS 
 

   The National Weather Service's Weather 
Forecast Office in Austin, has now begun 
publishing the Texas Weather Wire, a 
quarterly newsletter which is available at 
their website at:  www.srh.noaa.gov/ewx 
   Their inaugural issue can be viewed at: 
www.srh.noaa.gov/images/ewx/pdf/Winter2015.pdf  

Guesser Gets Weather Right 
 

Popular Science - February, 1932 
 

   While day-to-day weather forecasting enjoys 
reasonable accuracy, meteorologists have still 
to work out a basis for long-range prophecies.  
Nevertheless, Dr. C. F. Marvin, head of the  
U. S. Weather Bureau, is experimenting with a 
“scientific guesser.”  Small balls are marked 
for a certain kind of weather.   

Skywarn Storm Spotters Guide 

 

   A new Skywarn Storm Spotters Guide has been created  by 
Troy Kimmel, of the Department of Geography and the 
Environment/University of Texas - Austin, which is geared 
specifically for the region of south-central Texas.  This guide 
can be down-loaded at:  
http://www.utexas.edu/depts/grg/kimmel/skywarnbook.pdf 
   The Fort Worth Weather Forecast Office also publishes it's 
own storm spotters guide, which can be found at: 
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/SGJune6-11.pdf 



 
 
   DG1SGW will be active stroke PJ4 
from Bonaire between March 1st to the 
12th.  QSL via his home callsign. 
   A group of Italians will be operating as 
9QØHQ from the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, March 10th-25th.  QSL 
via I2YSB. 
   JA8BMK will be active from Vietnam 
as XV7BM, for the entire month of 
March.  QSL via his home call. 
   JA8COE will be active as V63CO  
from Micronesia, March 2nd-6th.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   PA1LP will be operating as PZ5LP, 
March 5th - May 6th in Surinam.  QSL 
via eQSL or his home call. 
   SP5AW will be active as 3W2JK from 
Vietnam, March 11th-17th.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   N7QT will be active from Montserrat 
as VP2MQT, March 11th-25th.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   An international team will be active 
from Malawi as 7QAA, March 11th to 
April 1st.  QSL via N7RO. 
   G3PJT will be active from Grenada as 
J34G, March 12th-25th.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   K3UL will be active as ZF2UL from 
the Cayman Islands, March 14th-20th.  
QSL via his home call. 
   OG2K will be operating stroke OHØ 
from Aland Island, March 19th-22nd.  
QSL via his home call. 
   JS6RRR will be active stroke KH2 
from Guam, March 19th-23rd.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   F5MNW will be active stroke FR 
from Reunion Island, March 19th to 
April 14th.  QSL via his home call. 
   A group of hams will be active from 
Nauru as C21EU, March 25th to April 
4th.  QSL via DL2AWG. 

   GM4YXI and GM3WOJ will be active 
from Truk Island, as V6Z, March 27th to 
April 9th.  QSL via N3SL. 
   G3RWF will be active from Kenya,  
5 - 18 March as 5Z4LS.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   VK7AN and VK7YUM will be active 
from Norfolk Island 20 - 27 March each 
signing stroke VK9N.  QSL via their 
home calls. 
   IK6CAC will be active from Zanzibar 
Island through the 11th of March as 
5H1OC.  QSL via his home call. 
   WA2NHA will be active stroke P4 
from Aruba, March 1st to the 15th.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   A group of hams will be operational 
from Palau as T88TI, T88GI and 
T88XX, 11-13 March.  QSL as directed. 
   EA3NT will be active from the 
Solomon Islands as H44NT, March 
11th-16th.  QSL via MØOXO. 
   JH8PHT will be active from Saipan 
Island as AHØKT, March 11th to the 
15th.  QSL via his home call. 
   NK8O will be active stroke PJ4 from 
Bonaire, March 17th-April 13th.  QSL 
via his home call or via eQSL. 
   DK5ON will be active stroke A6 from 
the United Arab Emirates, March 18th to 
the 27th.  QSL via his home call. 
   Members of the Provins Amateur 
Radio Club will activate Robinson 
Crusoe Island as 3GØZC through 
March 8th.  QSL as directed. 
   DJ4KW and DK9GG should be on the 
air from Belize until March 5th as 
V31YN and V31GW.  QSL via their 
home callsigns. 
   PA5M will be active from Guinea for 
the next two months as 3XY5M.  QSL 
via PA7FM. 
   JR1JYR will be active from Pohnpei 
Island 5 - 11 March as V63JYR.  QSL 
via his home call. 
 



March is Women's History Month 
 

   Women's History Month is an annual declared month that highlights the contributions 
of women to events in history and contemporary society.  It is celebrated during March 
corresponding with International Women's Day on March 8th, which was first observed 
in 1911.   
   From the first settlers who came to our shores, men and women have worked together 
to build this nation.  Too often the women were unsung and sometimes their 
contributions went unnoticed.  But the achievements, leadership, courage, strength and 
love of the women who built America was as vital as that of the men whose names we 
know so well. 
 

 

                                                                                
   In 1920, Mary Texanna Loomis founded Loomis Radio College in Washington, D.C., 
where she spent 12 to 15 hours a day studying, teaching, and writing about radios. The 
Loomis Radio College offered a six-month course leading to a first class commercial 
radio license and eventually a four-year course leading to a degree in Radio Engineering.  
   Miss Loomis intended that her students understand more than just the inner and outer 
workings of radio.  In addition to a radio laboratory (with equipment constructed almost 
entirely by Miss Loomis herself), the school maintained a complete shop capable of 
teaching carpentry, drafting, and basic electricity.  
 

 

particularly to commercial wireless telegraph operators. The chapters dealt with the care 
of storage batteries, the functioning and care of motor generators and power equipment, 
and the regulations applying to commercial practice.  Standard ship and commercial 
installations were also quite thoroughly dealt with. 

   One of those was Mary Texanna Loomis, who 
authored the book Radio Theory and Operating 

for the Radio Student and Practical Operator.  
Radio Broadcast magazine considered it “one of 
the most comprehensive volumes in its field” 
because it covered not only the radio theory and 
circuits of interest to amateur radio enthusiasts 
but because it also served as an electrical 
engineering textbook for future operators of     
radio telegraphs  and radio telephone transmitters 
and receivers. 

   She reasoned that many of her graduates 
might find themselves at sea, or in other 
challenging situations, and she wanted them 
adequately prepared. "No man", Miss Loomis 
said at the time, "can graduate from my school 

until he learns how to make any part of the 

apparatus..."   
   With that kind of experience and attitude, it 
is no wonder that Radio Theory and Operating 
was, above all, an excellent reference for 
wireless telegraph operators.  
   Miss Loomis’s book was recommended  



Some Words from Women in Radio, to Women in Radio 
 

   "Success in radio is like success in anything:  Find something you like and you’re good 
at.  If you like it, you’ll stick with it;  if you’re good at it, someone may notice you — but 
even if they don’t, you’re enjoying yourself.  Every once in a while, you’re hanging in  
there, doing your thing well, and someone will sprinkle fairy dust on you." 
- Joy Browne, Radio America 
 
   "Be well prepared and passionate about what you do.  People love great stories and 
people who love sharing them in a compelling way.  There are rarely shortcuts in life — 
or in radio." 
- Rita Cosby, WABC 
 
   "Success in radio is about keeping the fire burning within for the pure joy of it." 
- Monica Crowley, The Monica Crowley Show 
 
   "You have to be committed! Listen to other personalities on the air that you admire and 
focus on their style and delivery.  That will help you develop your own techniques." 
- Maria Marin, Univision America 
 
   "In radio, personality is a huge ingredient to success.  Be you!  Be opinionated!  Don’t 
be scared to wear your emotions on your microphone." 
- Anita Marks, NBC 
 
   "If you love radio, you understand its power.  You have a unique perspective, a vision 
for what radio can do and be.  There’s no greatness without guts. Innovation requires risk. 
Risk invites the possibility of failure.  Radio needs gutsy risk-takers, maybe now more 
than ever." 
- Sheri Lynch, Greater Media 
 
   "If you look in the mirror and ask the question, ‘Do I have something different to  
contribute to radio?’ and the person looking back at you says yes, don’t let anyone stop  
you." 
- Suzyn Waldman, WFAN 
 
   "The interest in wireless does not end in the knowledge of the code. You can gradually 
learn to make all your own instruments, as I have done with my ¼ kilowatt set.  There is 
always more ahead of you, as wireless telegraphy is still in its infancy." 
- Gladys K. Parkin, 6SO, "The Electrical Experimenter" (1916) 
 
   "Just because a man, Signor Guglielmo Marconi by name, invented commercial 
wireless telegraphy does not mean for a moment that the fair sex cannot master its 
mysteries." 
- Anonymous 

 

  



The First Ship-to-Shore Radiotelephone Call 
 

   On the evening of Sunday, March 5th, 1922 at about 7:30 o'clock, AT&T President 
H.B. Thayer, was called to the telephone at his residence in New Canaan, Conn., to 
answer a call from Captain William Rind on his ship, the S.S. America then approaching 
New York, but still 24 hours from port.  

 
    "Well, I'm glad to have had the pleasure of speaking to you.  I think it is fine that we 
can meet and talk this way."  
    That, with the usual parting greetings, was the conversation.  This demonstration of 
ship-to-shore telephony, quite impromptu in its character, was given to about a dozen 
newspaper men and it left with all present the impression that the wireless telephone in 
conjunction with the land lines is destined eventually to play a most important part in 
ship-to-shore communication.   

 
             Radio Room of the S.S. America 

The elimination of interference between stations, all engaged in carrying commercial 
business, is one of the important technical problems of radio still awaiting solution. 
 

    "Hello, this is Captain Rind."  
    "Captain, this is Mr. Thayer of the telephone 
company.  I'm up in New Canaan.  I understand 
you are three or four hundred miles at sea."  
    "Yes, we were 370 miles from Ambrose Light at 
7:30.  We expect to dock tomorrow evening at 7 or 
8." 
    "What kind of a trip are you having?"  
    "We're having a good trip for this time of the 
year."  

    Preliminary to her last voyage to Europe, the 
steamship America had been equipped by the Radio 
Corporation with a wireless telephone set of General 
Electric Company manufacture.  Throughout the 
eastward trip tests were carried out between the ship 
and the radio telephone station of the Bell System at 
Deal Beach, N. J.  These tests were overheard night 
after night by radio amateurs in the neighborhood of 
New York and led to many questions concerning 
their purpose. 
    The demonstration, while it brought out the 
possibilities of ship-to-shore communication, also 
illustrated its shortcomings--shortcomings which 
are, in a large measure, characteristic of radio in all 
forms.  At irregular intervals throughout the test, 
which lasted for over an hour, intelligible 
communication with the ship was entirely prevented 
by interference from spark stations most of which 
were on vessels at sea, the spark stations near New 
York having very generously stopped their sending.   



    Another atmospheric phenomenon which is a source of most serious disturbance to 
wireless transmission and which thus far has baffled all attempts to eliminate it, is the so-
called "static."  Fortunately for the demonstration we have just described, there was very 
little static present. 

 
The Bell System's radio telephone station at Deal Beach, N.J. used for communications with ships at sea 

 

    Another limitation of the wireless telephone was forcibly brought out by the number of 
telephone calls which came in from persons who said they had little radio sets in their 
homes and were listening in.  However, improvements in the direction of secrecy may be 
expected and the Bell engineers have already done much to eliminate this shortcoming. 
   Shortly after this contact, for the first time in maritime radio, docking instructions were 
given verbally to the Captain of the S.S. America by the manager of the lines, seated in 
his office in New York.   

 
                                                                                                                                                             Thomas H. Rossbottom 

   Mr. Rossbottom and Captain Rind conversed for several minutes.  Mr. Rossbottom 
used the telephone at his desk, the one that is normally used in his daily business, and 
without any special appliances. 
   Radiotelephony, heretofore limited to a simple operation - reception or transmission - 
has been revolutionized by these tests.  With the advent of the duplex wireless equipment 
a conversation may be carried on through the ether as simply and as naturally as between 
land telephones. 
 

Editor's added notes...  as to the S.S. America herself, in 1940 she was renamed the 'U.S. 

Army Transport Edmund B. Alexander'.  Then on January 16, 1957, she was sold to the 

Bethlehem Steel Company for scrap. 

   Thomas H. Rossbottom, general manager of the 
steamship company, picked up the ordinary telephone 
on his desk and asked central to connect him with the 
S.S. America at sea.  His line was connected through to 
the Deal Beach station, and thence by radio to the ship. 
   After an exchange of greetings, Captain Rind told 
Mr. Rossbottom the speed he was making, and the 
time he expected to reach port.  Mr. Rossbottom in 
reply, gave his instructions to Captain Rind 
concerning the special arrangements which had been 
made with the public health officials at the port for the 
passing of the vessel after the sunset hour. 
 


