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The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 798 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Rick Murray,  K6WXA 

 

   June is here and we celebrate the seventh birthday of CTARC.  It was on June 3rd, 
2008, thirty-one hams from across the area met at the Bell County Communications 
Center and formed the Central Texas Amateur Radio Club. 
   The big news this past month has been repeater issues.  For those of you who may not 
know, the KCEN tower which holds both the N5ZXJ repeater on 145.310 and the 
W5BEC repeater on 147.140, suffered a power loss knocking both repeaters off the air.  
At the same time, our weekly net was coming up and the decision was made to switch 
over to the W5AMK repeater in Gatesville on 146.960(-) PL 123.  This proved to be a 
great repeater and showed its capability as a worthy back-up machine.  Take the time 
now to program in this repeater into your radio.  While the N5ZXJ and W5BEC repeaters 
are down, we will be using the Gatesville repeater in the interim.  And please - spread the 
word!  Not everyone who checks into the Central Texas Amateur Radio Net is on my 
mailing list. 
   There are some rumors about HamEXPO being spread on certain area HF nets that are 
not factual and TARC would like to correct any mis-information that is being passed 
around.  These rumors are:  1) HamEXPO rates are being increased.  This is false.  TARC 
is not considering increasing any fees.  2) HamEXPO will not allow anyone to tailgate in 
the parking lot.  This is false.  There has never been any discussion to disallow anyone 
from selling in the parking lot.  3) Main Trading Company (MTC) is not welcome at 
HamEXPO.  This is false.  HamEXPO has proactively contacted MTC several times and 
have coordinated indoor table space for MTC but they have not registered to attend.  
   If you or anyone have questions about HamEXPO, contact the Temple Amateur Radio 
Club Board by email at: board@tarc.org.  They will be glad to answer any questions you 
have about HamEXPO.  They will also return a call to you if a phone number is provided. 
   Also coming up this month, Mitch Randles, the City of Temple Fire Chief, will be the 
guest speaker at the Temple Amateur Radio Club's meeting on June 4th, at 7:00 PM.  
Chief Randles was the Fire Chief in Joplin, Missouri when the deadly tornado of May 
2011 decimated that city.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
   Our next club meeting is Tuesday, June 2nd, at 7:00 PM at the Bell County 
Communications Center and I hope to see you all there. 
 
73 de Rick, K6WXA 

 

 



 
 

   "Boston Blackie... Enemy to those who 

make him an enemy.  Friend to those 

who have no friend." 

 

 
 

   Boston Blackie began airing on 
June 23rd, 1944, over NBC as a summer 
replacement for The Amos 'n' Andy 

Show.  Sponsored by Rinso, the series 
continued until October 25, 1950 with 
over 200 episodes produced.  
   Boston Blackie wasn't afraid of 
stepping over onto the wrong side of the 
law.  In fact, he's a former jewel thief 
and safe cracker that has served time in a 
California prison.  He knows a lot about 
crime.  But now he's reformed . . . and 
although he's saddled with a dim-witted 
sidekick, The Runt, and doggedly 
pursued by police Inspector Farraday, he 
always manages to pull himself out of 
whatever mess he's in at the end. 
   While investigating mysteries, Blackie 
always solved the mystery to Farraday's 
amazement.  As the series continued, 
Farraday recognized Blackie's talents 
and requested his assistance in cases. 
   You can listen-in again to each of the 
episodes in the series, by visiting: 
https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Boston_Blackie_Singles 

 

 
June NCS and Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 
June 4th:                                  June 11th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN                KD5FJF 
Back-Up:  KD5FJF                    K6WXA 
 
June 18th:                                June 25th: 
Net Control:  K6WXA               W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                     AD5SK 
 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Battleship New 
Jersey – NJ2BB – this event is from 
0001Z June 6th through 2359Z, June 
7th.  Complete details, suggested fre- 
quencies and more info can be found at: 
http://www.nj2bb.org/museum/index.html   
 

 
 

   Hosting the ARRL West Gulf Division 
Convention, this year's Ham-Com is 
Friday & Saturday, June 12th & 13th, 
8am to 5pm, at the Irving Convention 
Center, 500 West Las Colinas Blvd., in 
Irving.  General admission is $10.00, 
students K-12 and Scouts in uniform 
(under age 18) is free.  Come see why 
amateur radio has been described as 
“…one of the most fascinating hobbies 
because of its unique mix of fun, 
convenience and public service.” 
   Talk-in frequency is 147.180(+) PL 
107.2 and call for K5PRK.  Come and 
plan to have fun!  For more information, 
about Ham-Com please visit: 
http://www.hamcom.org 



 
 

   Contest period runs from 1800Z, June 
13th to 0300Z, June 15th on 50 MHz 
and up.  For more information please 
visit:  http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf 

 

 
 

   Twice a year, in January and June, the 
ARRL offers an event designed to 
promote Amateur Radio to our youth.  
Kids Day is designed to give on-the-air 
experience to youngsters and hopefully 
foster interest in getting a license of their 
own.  It is also intended to give older 
hams a chance to share their station and 
love for Amateur Radio with their 
children.  This month’s event is on 
Sunday, June 21st, from 1800-2359 
UTC.  For more information on this 
please visit: http://www.arrl.org/kids-day   

 

 
 

   Field Day is the single most popular 
on-the-air event held annually in the US 
and Canada.  Each year over 35,000 
amateurs gather with their clubs, friends 
or simply by themselves to operate.    
This year’s Field Day event falls on the 
weekend of June 27-28 and CTARC has 
been invited to participate with TARC in 
its Field Day operation of W5LM.  Set-
up will be at 9:00 AM Saturday the 27th, 
at the Texas Early Day Tractor & Engine 
Association Show Grounds, located at 
1717 Eberhardt Road in Temple. 
   More info on Field Day itself is at: 
http://www.arrl.org/field-day 
 

 
 

First Presidential Address  
on Radio 

 

   Baltimoreans carefully tuning their 
Leutz Super-Heterodyne, Radiola or 
Atwater Kent radios on June 14th, 1922, 
heard for the first time ever, the voice of 
the President of the United States - 
Warren G. Harding - in a speech 
unveiling a memorial to Francis Scott 
Key at Fort McHenry.  The speech 
became the first time that a U.S. 
president would have his voice broadcast 
over the radio. 
 

 
 

   "My fellow Americans," began 
Harding, "The shrines of American 
patriotism not only reflect the quality of 
its gratitude, but they are ever refreshing 
and inspiring.  We are assembled today 
to rededicate one of those sacred 
shrines."    
   By the time he had finished speaking, 
several million listeners in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and West 
Virginia had heard the historic 
broadcast.  It was the first time so many 
people had heard the president live.  It 
also marked the first time that a radio 
program had been broadcast from a 
"remote" location. 
   The world would little note nor long 
remember what Warren Harding had to 
say that day in Baltimore, but it never 
forgot how his words were transmitted. 



 
 

Ode to the Feminine  
Radio Fan 

 

"On the Air - A Magazine of Radio" 

June, 1925 
 

"Mary,  Mary,  quite  contrary, 
How  does  your  radio  go?" 
"With  whistles  and  howls, 

Grunts  and  growls 
Sensational  news, 
Dramatic  reviews, 
Weather  reports, 

Giggles  and  snorts, 
Lectures  emphatic, 
Earfuls  of  static, 
Yodeling  bassos, 

Readings  with  pathos, 
Rattles and  roars, 
Baseball  scores, 

Songs  paging  Sally, 
From  valley  to  alley, 
Talks  about  books, 
Lessons  for  cooks, 

Forceful  denouncers, 
Gargling  announcers, 
Jazz  orchestral  din, 
How  to  Grow  Thin, 

Bumps,  Thumps, 
Groans,  Moans, 

Squeaks,  Shrieks, 
Yells 

Knells 
Hell's  Bells! 

THAT'S  how my  radio  goes!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kansas Girl Genius Operates 
Television-Radio Station 

 

"Modern Merchanix" - June, 1936 
 

 
 

   Conquering fields in which very few 
men have ventured, eighteen-year-old 
Eleanor Thomas of Kansas City, Mo., is 
assistant engineer of Radio-Television 
station W9XBY.  She is the youngest 
member of her sex ever to pass the 
difficult examinations for a first class 
operator’s license from the Federal 
Communications Commission. 
   W9XBY was an experimental high-
fidelity AM station.  It's call letters 
changed to KXBY in 1936 or 1937 and 
later to KITE.  In a reallocation of AM 
frequencies in 1941, KITE was moved to 
1590 AM.  In July, 1942, it changed call 
letters again to KXKX.  Then, in 
financial trouble, the station went off the 
air on October 8, 1942.  The FCC 
cancelled the license "as in default" on 
November 6, 1942. 
 

 

   "The speech characteristics of 

women, when changed to electrical 

impulses, do not blend with the 

electrical characteristics of our 

present-day radio equipment.  The 

fault lying obviously with the women 

rather than the equipment."             
- Bell Laboratories, 1927 



"Radio Wrinkles" 
 

Radio Broadcast - June, 1925 
 

   Radio wrinkles are the latest bugaboo 
of women, who see their faces marred by 
folds and creases brought on by the 
strain of listening to wireless programs.  
Beauty specialists affect to find that the 
faces of female radio fans acquire a 
strained expression from listening night 
after night to the radio.   
 

 
 

   Their brows become knitted, their lips 
firmly pressed together and their whole 
expression hardened and less womanlike 
say the beauty experts. The consequence 
is what is called the "radio face," of 
which the chief characteristics are radio 
wrinkles. 

 

 
 

   The ARRL North Texas Section now 
has a new Section Manager.  Nancy 
McCain-K5NLM, of Fort Worth, took 
over the position on May 1st, succeeding 
Chris Brewer-N5GMJ. 
   McCain is the past North Texas 
Assistant Section Manager, and has been 
active in ARES, RACES, and in Army 
and Navy MARS.  She is a retired 
emergency management specialist. 
 
 

First Portable Receiving Set  
in a Suitcase 

 

Radio News - June, 1922 
 

   A portable radio receiving set,  
completely installed in an ordinary  
suitcase, capable of picking up a  
wireless broadcasting service 250 
miles away, represents perhaps the most  
compact outfit for its capacity yet built.  

 

   The device was perfected by Brent  
Daniel of Washington, D.C., and weighs  
barely 40 pounds.  When demonstrated 
recently in Washington, its performance 
added another chapter to the marvels of 
wireless as viewed by the public. 



 
 
   DF2WO will be on the air signing 
XT2AW from Burkiuna Faso between 
through June 25th.  QSL via MØOXO. 
   The Belgian International Police 
Association Radio Club will be active as 
OO6P stroke HBØ from Lichtenstein 
June 21st to the 26th.  QSL via ON6ZV. 
   GØVJG will be active from 
Meedhupparu Island, in the Maldive 
Islands 5 - 18 June as 8Q7CQ.  QSL via 
G4DFI. 
   F4BWN will be active from Niger as 
5U5U through the 16th of June.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   DL1YAF will be active from Lord 
Howe Island signing stroke VK9L from 
30 May - 3 June.  QSL via his home call. 
   Special event station PA125VVG will 
be active through June 7th to  
commemorate the life of Vincent van 
Gogh.  QSL via PA1CPA. 
   DJ6TF, DK1BT, DL7DF and 
DL7UFR will be signing stroke OX 
from Tasiilaq Island between June 3rd 
through the 12th.  QSL via DL7DF. 
   VE3IKV will be active from 
Mayaguana Island in the Bahama's from 
22 June - 6 July as C6AUX.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   DL5DI will be active from Jamaica 
through the 2nd of June signing stroke  
6Y5.  QSL via his home call. 
   G3XAQ will be active from Gambia 
through the 4th of June as C56XA.  QSL 
via G3SWH. 
   W5JON will be on the air as V47JA 
from St. Kitts from June 13 until July 
22nd.  QSL via his home call. 
   A group of hams will be active from 
Montserrat Island 10 - 18 June as 
VP2MKV.  QSL via NØKV. 
   WA4PGM will be active from the 
Bermuda Islands 12 - 20 June, signing 
stroke VP9.  QSL via his home call. 

   VK4AAC will be activating Kangaroo 
Island signing portable 5, from 1 June 
through to approx 25th of August.  See 
his QRZ.com page for QSL info. 
   A 6-Meter beacon with the call 4S7B 
is on 50.009 MHz from Colombo, Sri 
Lanka.  Reception reports go to 4S7JL. 
   N5WR will be active from Grand 
Cayman Island, through the 7th of June  
as ZF2WA.  QSL via his home call. 
   A group of hams will be active from 
Hawaii the entire month of June as 
AH6DX.  QSL direct with s.a.s.e. 
   ZL2HM will be active from Niue 
Island 24 June - 4 July as E6AB.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   A group of hams will be active from 
Sint Eustatius Island 26 June - 5 July as 
PJ5A.  QSL via MØURX. 
   N4QS will be active from Aruba 
through the 2nd of June, signing stroke 
P4.  QSL via his home call. 
   OZ1BII will be active from Albania 
through the 2nd of June as ZA/OU2I. 
QSL via his home call. 
   LA2US will be active from Hopen 
Island for 6 months starting June 1st as 
JW2US.  QSL via his home call. 
 

International Radio Serbia 
going QRT on June 30th 

 

   Another shortwave broadcaster is 
making ready to shut down.  Reports are 
that International Radio Serbia is going 
to close all operations on June 30th after 
79 years of broadcasting. 



 
 
   After one of the quietest hurricane seasons in decades, the early dynamical model runs 
suggest another quiet hurricane season for 2015. 
   Forecasts for the 2015 Atlantic tropical storm and hurricane season activity suggest an 
average to slightly below average season based on current and projected climate signals. 
Atlantic basin tropical cyclone activity is forecast to be around 20% below the 1950-2014 
long-term norm and around 30% below the recent 2005-2014 10-year norm. 
   For the 2015 Atlantic hurricane season, the forecast is for 13 named storm systems, 6 of 
which will develop hurricane strength and of those 6, 2 will become major hurricanes.  
   The climate norm is 11 tropical storms, 6 hurricanes and 3 major hurricanes.  Last year 
saw a total of 8 named storm systems.  Of those, 5 reached hurricane strength and of 
those five, 2 became major hurricanes of category 3 intensity or higher.  Along with 
these, there were two un-named tropical depressions that additionally formed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The 2015 Atlantic Hurricane Season runs from June 1st to November 30th.  But this 
year it started a little early with the formation of Tropical Storm Ana on May 7th, off the 
coast of South Carolina. 

 

2015 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season 

2015 Atlantic Hurricane Names 
 

 Ana  Larry 
 Bill  Mindy 
 Claudette Nicholas 
 Danny  Odette 
 Erika  Peter 
 Fred  Rose 
 Grace  Sam 
 Henri  Teresa 
 Ida  Victor 
 Joaquin Wanda 
 Kate 
 

   It is important to note that forecasts are for 
the total number of storms that may occur 
anywhere within the Atlantic Ocean, and do 
not attempt to predict the number of storms 
that will make landfall in the U.S.  A season 
can deliver many storms, but have little 
impact, or deliver few storms and have one 
or more hitting the U.S. coast with major 
impact.  Although a calm season is predicted 
overall, people should be cautioned to take 
the proper precautions.  It takes only one 
landfall event near you to make this an active 
season. 

   Ana made landfall on May 9th at 6:00 AM EDT 
between Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach, 
with sustained winds of 45 MPH.  Interaction with 
land masses caused it to weaken to a tropical 
depression less than eight hours later. 
   Ana was the earliest tropical storm system to 
form in the Atlantic basin since 2003 - which was 
also named Ana - and that storm system was the 
only tropical cyclone on record to form during the 
month of April. 



Summer Solstice 
 

  The solstice heralds the beginning of summer and we enjoy the most daylight of the 
calendar year.  The celebration of the Summer Solstice, also known as Midsummer, or 
Litha is a time of fertility and celebration.  It is a time to light a bonfire, go fishing, plant 
a tree, cook outside, listen to the song birds, let the light in and watch the night sky.   
   For those of us here in Central Texas, the Summer Solstice, bringing the first day of 
Summer, will arrive on Sunday, June 21st, at 11:38 A.M. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NWS Fort Worth Seeks Pictures 
 

   The National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office in Fort Worth is seeking 
pictures / videos of storm structures, clouds, striations, wall clouds, rain free bases, shelf 
clouds, in-flow boundaries, anvil clouds, funnel clouds, hail, flooding etc., to use in 
upcoming Skywarn Training classes. 
   Pictures or videos would be used with proper credit given.  They would prefer you send 
them the originals via email at:  sr-fwd.webmaster@noaa.gov  or you can share your 
videos or pictures on their Facebook page or via Twitter.  Their Facebook page is at:   
https://www.facebook.com/NWSDallasFortWorth and their Twitter page can be found at:  
https://twitter.com/NWSFortWorth. 
   When submitting material, you're asked to provide your name, the date and the location 
where you've photographed / filmed the subject(s). 
 

Europe's Storm Predictor 

Radio News - June, 1922 
 

 
                The radio station at Jan Mayan Island 

for what good can be supposed to come out of the Arctic night?  Jan Mayan has a night 
lasting nine months, and a day of three months.  The photo shows a general view of the 
radio station installed on Jan Mayan to transmit to the world the weather observations 
taken on this remote spot of the far north of Europe.  When we think of the frightful 
desolation 500 miles from any land, the high winds and intense cold, it would seem to be 
anything but a desirable berth for the aspiring meteorologist. 

   "If there are many falling stars during a clear summer evening, expect thunder. If 

there are none, expect fine weather."  - Author Unknown 

   Far inside the Arctic Circle, lies the desolate 
island of Jan Mayan.  It's really a section of  
land of great interest to meteorologists as it lies 
directly in the north wind's path. 
   The idea has been formed by the Norwegian 
government to establish a meteorological 
station which will notify the regions to the 
south of the approach of good or bad weather.  
Presumably, it will be usually bad weather,  



A Night on the Net 

 

Jon Conlon, WB7NPF 
 

   It's net night on the local repeater.  It's 15 minutes before the net starts and the Net 
Control Station just announced that the net will start on time and invited all listening 
hams to participate.  Immediately after the announcement, the repeater begins to 
experience a series of momentary keys known as kerchunking.  The repeater works; the 
net control station just proved that it does.  So why kerchunk? 
   Is it possibly a psychological phenomenon?  If it is, then what would happen if all of 
the kerchunkers were somehow stopped?  Imagine the scene in the various hams' shacks.  
At first the hams are waiting calmly.  After a few minutes, worry begins to seep into their 
psyches.  Is their radio working?  Is the repeater still working?  The worry grows.  
Another minute passes.  By this time the kerchunking hams are beginning to shake, 
fighting to keep from pushing the mic button. 

 

 
net control operator says calmly, "Stations wishing to check in please call one at a time, 
s-l-o-w-l-y so that I can add you to the list of the check-ins and give your callsign using 

 
   Then there's this guy when it's his turn for comments. 

   Finally the Net Control Station begins 
speaking.  For 45 seconds he gives his intro 
to open the net.  Shaking hands hover over 
the mic.  The Net Control Station reaches 
the conclusion of the opening remarks and 
finishes with "...Come now."  The 
kerchunkers grab their mic's to give their 
callsigns to be the first station to check in.  
The squeals and such overload the 
repeater's input in a pileup that would make 
any HF contest station operator cringe, then 
cry for joy.  The pileup lasts until the 
repeater times out.  Into the silence that 
follows, a single kerchunk is heard and the 

ITU phonetics." 
   Then there's the hams using their own 
phonetics when identifying.   Some of them 
will even use different phonetics in the same 
transmission.  Just when you think you might 
have heard his call correctly the first time, two 
seconds later you have to try to sort it out again 
because the person at the other end is using 
different words. 
   Too many amateurs don't really understand 
what the net control operator goes through.  
Maybe because of how FM capture works, it 
can't be that bad; or can't it? 
 



Wake of the Wirelessman 
 

   World War One saw widespread attacks on merchant ships, and German U-boat submarines 
caused extensive losses to Allied shipping.  This account reviews a dangerous 1917 trans-Atlantic 
crossing by the U.S. oil tanker Moreni, with Dale Clemons, a Marconi Wireless employee, who 
was acting as one of the ship's two radio operators.  In addition to long hours, the job of shipboard 
radio operator during wartime was especially hazardous.  When a ship was attacked, one goal was 
to cut off its communications, so the first target was often the radio shack and its occupants. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                          The Standard Oil Tanker 'Moreni' 

 

   The Moreni, which was armed and carried a gun crew, returned the shots and attempted 
to escape.  A shell passed clean through the radio cabin, taking out the aerial but missed 
Clemons the wireless operator.  Assistant wireless operator G. Curran, Jr. of New York, 
had gone up on deck to help pass shells when an explosion uprooted the gun near to his 
position; he later died of heart failure in one of the lifeboats.  After 150 shots, in reply to 
some 200 shots fired by the submarine, over a period of two hours, the crew abandoned 
the vessel, which was now ablaze, taking to the lifeboats in a fiery sea. 
   The ship upended, propellers still spinning.  Hung there, then slid down through her 
own debris and burning oil.  Fuel meant for the Italian Army went up in smoke. 

 
     Robert Moraht, Commander of the U-64 

    "We thought we'd been taken prisoner.  But he let us go.  He said help was on the way, 
clanged the hatch cover shut and disappeared."  Half an hour later the crew was picked up 
by a passing steamer. 
 

   The Moreni, commanded by Captain Thomas 
Thompson, was a tanker steamship of 4,045 
tons, owned by the Standard Oil Company of 
New York.  She left port from Baton Rouge 
La., on May 12th, 1917 for Livorno, Italy with 
a cargo of benzine.   
   On the morning of June 12th, 1917, the 
Moreni was 17 miles southwest of Tabarca 
Island, Spain, when at 4:00 AM, the German 
submarine U-64 surfaced at an estimated 8,000 
yards and began to engage her with its 88mm 
deck gun. 

    Then, the submarine turned toward those in the 
lifeboats - but didn't fire.  The wirelessman told of 
encountering a German U-boat captain who spoke 
perfect English.  Leaning from the conning tower, he 
asked the survivors the name of their ship, then invited 
them aboard the submarine where he personally 
dressed their wounds, gave them dry blankets, hot 
coffee and biscuits.  Bewildered, the men listened to 
their attacker explain that he used to live in Chicago 
until called back to Germany for war service. 
      So splendid was the fight that those on board the 
Moreni put up against the submarine that the German 
Captain congratulated the American Captain.   


