
 
March                                                                                                                                                                            2016 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 708 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Terry Evans,  KF5OHR 

 
   Right off the top, I want to extend a very warm welcome to our newest members 
Hubert Bahr-WO1L and Patricia Bahr-KG5KZW, who joined the club at our last meeting 
on February 2nd.   Very nice to have you as members of the club and thank you for 
joining us!   
   The Army Marathon IV, which was originally scheduled to take place on March 6th, 
has been postponed until next year.  According to the group's organizers, they say this is 
to reorganize and re-evaluate the course as well as the time of year to hold the marathon. 
   Last January, Rick made a trip to Luckenbach, Texas with visions of grandeur for a 
DXpedition to that tiny hamlet.  Well that was great, but a few words about my last trip...  
on Sunday, January 31st, a group of us from work went down to Arnold Air Force Base 
near the small town of Tullahoma, Tennessee, to work on one of their 20,000 h.p. motors 
that drive the wind tunnel there.  I don't know what all it's used for, but they did some of 
the testing for the space shuttles and the F-22 Raptor there.  It turned out to be a nice 
week to be working out in Tennessee.   
   While there, we got to do some traveling and check out the Jack Daniel's visitor 
center in Lynchburg, Tennessee and we also went to the George Dickey Distillery.  Now 
there's a couple of tasty sites for a DXpedition!  The George Dickey Distillery is not near 
as big as Jack Daniel's, and they don't have a tasting tour.  So can't say much about their 
product.   
   Before we wrapped up our work we got to spend a few hours at the Staggerwing 
Beechcraft Museum.  They have the license there from Amelia Earhart, that was signed 
by Orville Wright in 1929. 
   Spring is on the way, and with it, the start of our severe weather season.  Now is the 
time to begin preparing for it.  More on that further on. 

 

   Our next monthly meeting is Tuesday, March 1st, 
at 7:00 PM at the Bell County Communications 
Center.  Hope everyone has a chance to come out 
and attend. 
   Hope to see you all then. 
 
- 73, Terry - KF5OHR 



 
 

   "Let us send our imaginations forward 

in time into the years beyond 2000 AD. 

What strange adventures, what exciting 

things will we find in the world of 

tomorrow?  2000 Plus!" 

 

 
 

   2000 Plus aired over the Mutual 
Broadcasting System from March 15th, 
1950 to January 2nd, 1952 and is most 
notable for being the first adult science 
fiction series on radio.  The series 
offered a variety of exciting tales of 
future technology, with a special focus 
on space exploration including alien 
invasion, and often reflected 
contemporary anxieties about the 
dangers of technology.  The shows have 
intense music and acting that typify 
1950s "outer space" themes highlighting 
our fears in the post-WWII atomic and 
cold war eras. 
   Listened to now, in the actual time of 
the show, the stories have a charm that is 
always present in science fiction of the 
future that is written in the past.  What 
few episodes that have survived, can be 
listened to again by visiting: 
https://archive.org/details/otr_2000Plus 
 

 
 

March NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 

 

March 3rd:                            March 10th: 
Net Control:  W5VEX                 AD5SK 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     KD5FJF 
 
March 17th:                          March 24th: 
Net Control:  KD5FJF                KE5ISN 
back-Up:  KE5ISN                    KG6FUJ 
 

March 31st: 
Net Control:  KG6FUJ 

Back-Up:  N5JLL 
 

 
 

   The 2016 Texas Severe Storms 
Association National Storm Conference 
will be held on Saturday, March 5th 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the 
Colleyville Center, 5301 Riverwalk 
Drive, in Colleyville.  For more info on 
this training session, please visit: 
http://www.tessa.org/index.html 

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
5th, to 2400Z March 6th on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB phone.  For 
more information on this, please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx 
 

 
 



 
 

   The Williamson County Amateur 
Radio Club will be holding their annual 
swapfest on Saturday, March 12th at the 
Community Center in the San Gabriel 
Park, 445 East Morrow Street, in 
Georgetown.  Hours are 8:00 AM to 
Noon.  Talk-in frequency is via their 
repeater on 146.640(-) PL 162.2 and call 
for N5TT.  For more information, please 
visit: www.wcarc.com 

 

 
 

   Contest period is the second weekend 
of March, (12th-13th) from 12:00 UTC 
on Saturday; and ending at 12:00 UTC 
on Sunday with the objective of having 
amateurs around the world communicate 
with the largest number of stations in 
South America, using the 10-meter band. 

 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 

 
 

   Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, 
March 13th at 2:00 AM.  Be sure to set 
your clocks one hour ahead before going 
to bed the preceding Saturday night. 

 
 

   The St. Patrick's Day Hamfest and the 
ARRL West Texas State Convention, is 
on March 19th, at the Grand Texan 
Hotel and Convention Center, 4300 W. 
Wall Street in Midland.  Talk-in 
frequency is 147.300(+) No PL, and call 
for W5QGG.   http://hamfest.w5qgg.org/ 

 

 
 

   The Greater Houston Hamfest and the 
ARRL South Texas State Convention, is 
on March 18th & 19th, at the Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds, 4200 Highway 36, 
in Rosenberg.  Talk-In frequency is 
146.940(-) PL 167.9 and call for KK5W.  
More information is available at: 
http://www.houstonhamfest.org 

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z March 
26th to 2400Z, March 27th on 160, 80, 
40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters SSB.  For more 
information on this contest, please visit: 
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm 

 

 
 

Bosque County (Basic Spotter 

Training)  Thursday, March 17th, 7:00 
to 9:00 PM at the Meridian Senior 
Center, 201 North Main St., in Meridian. 
 

Lampasas & Mills County  (Basic 

Spotter Training) Tuesday, March 1st, 
7:00 to 9:00 PM at the Mills County 
Courthouse, 1101 Fourth Street in 
Goldthwaite. 



Radio as an Alibi 
 

Radio Today  -  March, 1936 

 

   From the Chicago criminal courts 
comes the curious report of how radio 
listening may be accepted as an alibi. 
   19-year old Floyd Bond, had been 
positively identified by a woman whose 
purse he was accused of snatching, and 
was convicted of robbery and given a 
one to ten year prison sentence.  Bond 
insisted that he was at home listening to 
the program, "One Man's Family" at the 
time of the crime.  He mentioned such 
an impressive number of details that the 
authorities checked with the author of 
the NBC radio serial and were convinced 
that he actually was at home listening to 
his radio.  
   In the end, Bond's interest in "One 

Man's Family" saved him from prison 
and his conviction was over-turned. 

 

A Lazy Man's Aerial 

 

Short Wave Craft  -  March, 1936 
 

   Newest English novelty - the "Gripon" 
aerial.  This new aerial support is 
designed to hold without the necessity of 
driving lag bolts or 10 penny nails. 

 
   Here's the aerial for you fellows who 
do not appreciate the task of setting up 
that 150-foot pole in the backyard these 
frosty mornings.  All you have to do is 
take the end firmly in hand - give a 
mighty heave - and hope - that it will 
catch in the eaves or some other 
substantial obstruction on the roof.  

 
 

   If you've missed the chance to attend a 
local Skywarn training session, but are 
still interested in some basic spotter 
training, the NWS-Austin office will be 
hosting a number of online Skywarn 
webinars this month on the following 
dates and times: 

 

March 1st, 10:00 - 11:15 AM, Register: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/registe

r/2821546220640357634 
March 1st, 7:00 - 8:15 PM, Register:  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/registe
r/5085142694580135426 

March 3rd, 10:00-11:15 AM, Register: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/registe

r/5958105449010995970 
March 3rd, 7:00 - 8:15 PM, Register: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/registe
r/2369396252973394178 

March 6th, 7:00 - 8:15 PM, Register: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/registe

r/1962490089277731074 
 

 
 

   If you're a fan of TV's "Last Man 

Standing" the Friday night sitcom on 
ABC, the Last Man Standing Amateur 
Radio Club - KA6LMS is now active on 
20 or 40 meters between 0000 and 0100 
UTC, Mondays and Tuesdays with a 
QTH right on the set in Studio City, 
California.  QSL direct with an s.a.s.e. 
 



CTARC Weather Nets 
 

   With storm season quickly approaching, I thought it appropriate to re-visit the basic  
operating guidelines of our CTARC Weather Nets and to list the back-up frequencies of 
where to tune to in the event a weather system takes out a particular repeater or repeaters. 
   The CTARC Weather Net provides information to the National Weather Service 
Regional Office located in Fort Worth and various local authorities.  The goal is to help 
protect the people of Central Texas and provide ground truth data to the National 
Weather Service. 
   One important note, if you are the net control station for a weather net, don't sign-off 
with the National Weather Service just because the storm system has left your particular 
area. 
 

Operational Guidelines: 
 

Standby Mode - The repeater is free for use.  However, a CTARC 
Weather Net Control Operator will be standing by for any severe 
weather reports. 
 

Active Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control 
operator.  All traffic should be directed through the NCS operator. 
Severe weather is occurring within our coverage area. 
 

Emergency Mode - The repeater is under the control of the Net Control operator.  All 
traffic is restricted to emergency traffic only.  Extremely severe weather is occurring 
within our coverage area. 
 

Weather Net Frequencies: 
 

Primary Repeater W5BEC - Eddy, 147.140 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Secondary Repeater N5ZXJ - Eddy, 145.310 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater W5AMK - Gatesville, 146.960(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KB5SXV - Lampasas, 147.220 MHz(+) PL Tone 88.5 
Alternate Repeater W5ZDN – Lacy / Lakeview, 145.150 MHz(-) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater KE5URD - Cameron, 147.020 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
Alternate Repeater W5BCR - Clifton, 147.180 MHz(+) PL Tone 123.0 
CTARC Simplex Frequency 147.550 MHz 

    

 

   Another good idea is to program in to your scanner 
or memory channel in your HT, the frequency of the 
nearest NOAA Weather Radio transmitter in your 
area.   
   The National Weather Service Office in Fort 
Worth operates 13 transmitters located across North 
Texas.  While several NOAA transmitters may be 
easily heard, for most of us, the principal frequency 
to tune to for our area is 162.475, station WXK35.   
   More information on this can be found at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=radioinfo  
 



 
 

   K4ZLE will be active from Uganda 10 
- 19 March as 5X2A.  QSL via his home 
call. 
   A group of amateurs will be active on 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 15 - 26 March  
as VK9CK.  QSL via LA6OP. 
   Members of the North Country DX 
Association will be active through the 
27th of March, from several locations in 
Alaska, Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories using KL7RST, VY1RST 
and VE8RST to promote Amateur 
Radio up north.  QSL via K7ICE.   
   HB9BEI will be active from Sao Tome 
and Principe through the 24th of March 
as S9BK.   QSL via his home call. 
   TA1HZ will be active from Kenya,  
26 - 28 March, signing stroke 5Z4. QSL 
via LZ3HI. 
   F2DX will be active from the Mayotte 
(Maore) Islands 18 - 24 March signing 
stroke FH.  QSL via his home call. 
   Special Event Station WØC will be on 
the air March 4 to March 7 for the 70th 
Anniversary of Winston Churchill "Iron 
Curtain" speech. QSL via ACØWI. 
   DK2BR will be active from Con Son 
Island, Con Dao Archipelago, 5 - 21 
March as 3W2BR.  QSL via home call. 
   A team of Polish radio amateurs will 
be active from San Andres Island 6 - 21 
March as 5JØP.  QSL via SP6IXF. 
   A group of German operators will be 
active from the Marquesas Islands 3 - 15 
March as TX7EU.  QSL via DK2AMM. 
   W1USN and AA1M will be active 
from Nicaragua through the 5th of 
March as YN5RN and YN5PL.  QSL 
each via their respective home call signs. 
   4X429DS will be active from the Dead 
Sea - the lowest point on Earth at 429 
meters below sea level, from March 3rd 
to the 6th.  QSL via N4GNR. 
    

   DL7VEE will be active from Sri 
Lanka 2 - 18 March as 4S7RTG. 
QSL via his home call. 
   DCØKK, is active as 4S7KKG from 
Moragalla, Sri Lanka, until April 3rd.  
QSL via his home call. 
   A Group of German operators will be 
active from Sri Lanka 2 - 18 March as 
4S7GWG.  QSL via DL2AWB. 
   TO66R is active from Guadeloupe 
through March 14th.  QSL via F6HMQ. 
   VP8PDP will be active from Falkland 
Islands until the 1st of April.  QSL via 
G3ZQQ. 
   F4FET will be active from Mayotte 
Island signing stroke FH, 24 March - 21 
April.  QSL via his home call. 
   VE7AQA will be active from 
Rarotonga Island 4 - 19 March as 
E51AQA.  QSL via his home call. 
   VQ5E will be active from the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, 26 - 27 March.  QSL 
via W6RI. 
   JF1DIR will be active from Koror 
Island, 20 - 25 March as T88IR.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   Special Event Station ZV451RIO will 
be active until June 3rd in observance of 
451 years since Rio de Janeiro was 
founded.  QSL via PY1AA. 
   F1DUZ will be active from 
Guadeloupe through the 30th of March  
as FG4KH.  QSL via his home call. 
   JAØRQV, will be active from 
Jamaica signing stroke 6Y5, mostly on 
weekends through April 17.  QSL via 
MØOXO. 
   TI5W will be active from Costa Rica, 
5 - 6 March.  QSL via N3YIM. 
   DL5YWM will be active from Isla del 
Tigre - Honduras, 25 - 27 March signing 
stroke HR4.  QSL via his home call. 
   UA4CC and LY2IJ will be active from 
Swaziland 8 - 15 March as 3DAØCC 
and 3DAØIJ.  QSL each via their home 
calls. 



CORYELL COUNTY JOINT COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
 

Budd Johnson, WB4J 
 

   The first public meeting of the Coryell County Joint Communications Group was held 
February 9, 2016 at the Lil Tex Restaurant in Copperas Cove at 1:00 PM.  There were 
eleven individuals, from both the Copperas Cove Repeater Association, and the Central 
Texas Amateur Radio Club in attendance.  
   The primary discussion was to involve a core of amateur radio operators to assist in 
communications during emergency situations within Coryell County.  Bob Harrell the 
county's emergency manager, said that at the present time he does not have an 
Emergency Operation Center, but the county maintenance department will “build” one in 
Gatesville upon the approval of the County Judge.  At the present, we must rely on 
amateur operators to use their “Go Box” equipment / radios or home stations should the 
need arise.  It was also noted by Gary Young-WD5DW, that the city of Copperas Cove 
has an established EOC in the police department and it has an amateur radio station. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                   KE5UET & KE5UES operating from the Copperas 

                                                                                                                                                Cove EOC during Field Day 2015 

   Additional discussion was for those involved with emergency communications to use 
the free FEMA training web site to complete Independent Study courses IS-100.b,  IS-
200.b,  IS-700.a  and IS-800.b as a minimum and that there are many others courses 
available to take if you wish.  In researching FEMA's website, I found other suggested 
courses such as: IS-802 ESF#2-Communications;  IS-271.a Anticipating Hazardous 
Weather & Community Risk and IS-317 Introduction to CERT.  The complete list of all 
of FEMA's free courses can be found at:  https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true 
   It was also brought up that Bob would like to re-establish a CERT team in the southern 
part of Coryell County and he may have equipment on hand from a previous team.  He 
asked Teddy Bruski-KE5UET, to look into this.   
   The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 15th at the Lil-Tex Restaurant. 
   As a footnote, for those with interest, here are some additional references that I've 
found online for some ARES related training resources: 

Just In Time Disaster Training (video library) http://www.drc-group.com/project/jitt.html  
Resources for Volunteer EmComm Radio Operators http://jrabold.net/ks6m/emcomm/ 
Kentucky Section ARES http://www.kyham.net/emcomm/library.html 
CERT EmComm Module https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/28059 
Amateur Radio in Texas (many references) http://www.texashams.org/  
Heart O’ Texas ARC ARES  http://www.hotarc.org/ares.html 

   Bob noted that we are heading into the Wild Fire 
season and it’s not out of the question that amateur 
radio may be called upon to assist.  Other possible 
emergency or disaster situations likely in our area, 
may include a tornado, plane crash or a train 
derailment.    Further discussion was for us to plan 
for a ”table top” exercise with amateur radio 
communications sometime in August.  A possible 
scenario would be a train derailment near City 
Park in Copperas Cove, during “Rabbit Fest” as 
the city used this scenario in their exercise in the 
past.   



 
 

Edward B. Rideout, Meteorologist 
Radio News  -  March, 1926 

 

   Editor's introduction... Edward B. Rideout had been a meteorologist with the United States Weather 

Bureau and then went to work for radio station WEEI in Boston, and became the first meteorologist to 

regularly broadcast weather forecasts on radio. 
 

   There have been many theories advanced on the forecasting of radio reception.  The 
great majority of those considered and tried by the radio forecast-seeking public have 
been based only on the meteorological conditions observed by listeners in their 
immediate surroundings.  In cases where broadcasting and receiving stations are only a 
very few miles apart, surrounding weather conditions alone need be taken into 
consideration, at times; but not always, and decidedly not when unseen meteorological 
influences are interfering with receptibility.  Weather conditions surrounding the 
broadcast station and those at the point of receiving, as well as in the intervening 
territory, may be manifesting great differences in relation to one another; and, therefore, 
the state of reception is affected accordingly.  Not only this, but the weather is constantly 
changing so that reception involving the same two points may differ decidedly in quality 
within a period of a few hours. 
 

 
 

They were found to be clear, strong and without static or fading.  The writer then went 
out for more distant stations.   
   First taking the southern direction, it was noticed that the earliest evidence of fading 
occurred at New York, N. Y., on all stations that were available.  It was not bad, but it 
was due to the fact that the storm's influence had reached north even beyond its rain area. 
Atlantic City, Philadelphia and Washington were then brought in on the air and checked 
up.  Fading was very pronounced; these stations had come in the previous night with 
practically no interference.  The next station that was pulled in was in Atlanta, Ga.  
Although fading was in evidence, it was no worse, and it came in with the same volume 
that Atlantic City did, due to the fact that Atlanta's line of reception was at an angle 
further away from the line of the storm than Atlantic City was.   

Radio  
Forecasting 

   The accompanying weather map shows 
the center of a storm just a short distance 
west of Cape Hatteras.  There was also a 
storm in the West with the lowest 
pressure reading over Nebraska.  On the 
map are marked the lines from the 
broadcast stations to the receiving point 
in Boston, at which place the writer took 
the observations.  Upon listening in and 
checking on the reception, a few New 
England stations were tried first.   



The next stations to be checked were the Florida broadcasters; for the first time since the 
storm had been in progress, receptivity from Miami and Fulford-by-the-Sea failed to 
come in. 
   The next step was to go after the western stations; and without any difficulty at all, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Chicago, Kansas City and Fort Worth came in with only slight fading. 
Beyond that, western reception became more impaired as the storm from the west 
advanced over the broadcasting area, thus causing increasing fading. 
   To analyze the effects of the weather on reception, it has been proven that, as a storm 
advances on distant broadcast stations, fading is the result; the intensity of which depends 
on the severity and size of the area affected.  The more severe the storm, the more 
pronounced will be the fading.  The higher the temperature, the greater the interference 
will be from fading and static.  The fading accompanies the oncoming low pressure until 
it gets near enough, depending on the volume of static waves, so that slight reports of 
individual statical discharges become audible.  This gets louder with the advancing storm 
until the center reaches the place of observation.   
   Statical areas vary in a low pressure center as to intensity, depending on the nature of 
the pressure distribution; that is, the area it covers, the lowness of the barometer, and the 
range and state of  temperature in and near the center.  With the passage of a "low," static 
discharges will be audible for a reasonable length of time following.  The static waves, 
traveling in all directions from the point of discharge, naturally "flare back," as the writer 
terms it, over the territory from which the storm has just passed.  With the increasing 
distance of the passing storm, the individual statical reports diminish and are again 
replaced by fading in the same manner as was observed with the oncoming storm. 
   Radio reception is continually varying, as regards distance and quality.  It is all due to 
weather conditions; radio reception in winter is far superior to that of summer.  This 
very thing alone reveals the fact that, barring northern lights and like phenomena, 
weather wholly affects radio receptibility.  The two most important things that enter 
into the influence of weather on reception are temperature and barometric variations. 
   Atmospheric pressure slightly below normal, and with but very little departure from 
normal, accompanied by high temperatures, is the greatest hindrance to radio reception. 
This combination is characteristic of the summer type of weather.  This uniformity of 
pressure naturally induces no wind movement to speak of; therefore, there is a stagnation 
of air movement over the land surfaces; and from the hot sun of the summer months, a 
local and varying heating of the quiet air takes place. 
   With the development of great areas of thunder storms, which is common under 
favorable conditions on a summer afternoon, it stands to reason that, when every storm is 
radiating its innumerable lightning-discharged static waves, the distance of radio 
reception will be greatly cut down. 
 

Vernal Equinox 
 

   Punxsutawney Phil in his Groundhog's Day forecast on February 2nd, may have 
predicted an early Spring or six more weeks of Winter.  Either way, for those of us here 
in Central Texas, the Vernal Equinox bringing the first day of Spring, will occur on  
Saturday, March 19th, at 11:31 PM CDT. 
 



 
 

Radio and Television Museum News - Volume 10, Number 4 

 
   Marianna Woodson Cobb began her career working for the firm 'Kear & Kennedy', a 
local broadcast engineering firm in the D.C. area in the 1950s and at the time, she was the 
first of only two female registered broadcast engineers.  Back then, “female engineer” 
was almost an oxymoron.  Far too often males viewed female engineers as intrinsically 
less competent than their male counterparts.  Cobb did much to dispel such narrow 
thinking. 
   Her company was hired by station WBOK in New Orleans to do a field strength survey 
of its antenna system.  When recent graduate Cobb reported for work, the shocked station 
mangers complained to Kear and Kennedy about sending “a girl” to do the complex job, 
and requested a male engineer.  The company told the station that Marianna was fully 
competent and that it would take a long time to bring in a replacement. 
 

 

   Cobb often had to scale high radio and TV towers to check antennas or to make 
measurements, including the antennas atop the Empire State Building - 1,300 feet above 
the street.  Not a job for the faint of heart!  As a soft-spoken “ladylike” young woman 
with “Southern debutante looks,” she said the hardest part of her job was convincing 
station mangers that she knew what she was doing. 
   For a time her family owned station WBCI in Williamsburg, Va., and WEMD in 
Easton, Md.  Before her retirement, she worked for Moffet, Larson, and Johnson in Falls 
Church.  She received a Broadcast Pioneers award in 1991. 
   She died peacefully at home on January 15, 2004 in Arlington, VA at the age of 79 
from complications of emphysema and was interred at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The First Female 
Radio Broadcast 

Engineer 

   With great reluctance, the station agreed to allow 
her to begin.  She donned rubber hip boots and with 
her instruments began wading through the murky 
snake-infested swamp where the antennas were 
located.  She not only completed the project two 
weeks ahead of schedule, but she showed the 
initially incredulous station managers how they 
could re-adjust the phasing of their antennas so as to 
beam more of their signal toward the intended 
audience rather than toward the Gulf of Mexico.  At 
the end of the project, the station, greatly impressed 
with her work, threw a “forgive me” party, and 
perhaps from that point forward eschewed negative 
gender stereotyping. 
 



Radio Row - The First Victims of the World Trade Center 
 

 
damage and some $3 trillion in total costs. 
   Yet, no lasting tribute or sculptured memorial exists for what may very well be called, 
"The First Victims of the World Trade Center." 
   For most of the 20th century the six-square city blocks of land where the World Trade 
Center once stood, was filled with small stores selling radios and electronic parts.  The 
area was known to most people as Radio Row and it contained the largest collection of 
electronic stores in the country - some say, in the world.  The streets were crowded with 
radio shop after radio shop, but Radio Row was not just merely business shops or 
merchants who owned stores, it was peoples livelihoods – for some, going back for 
generations. 
 

 
1926 - a crowd gathers outside of Collin's Radio Shop on 

           Radio Row to listen-in to the World Series 

 

   Radio Row was 13 blocks of Radio Heaven and a ham's paradise of ham radio 
equipment and electronic parts stores.  Everything was available from reconditioned test 
equipment, to the latest and greatest in the world of radio.  Some shops had audio gear 
mounted in the door ways, while music and news was projected outside.  It was very 
much, a neighborhood-size 'makerspace' that spilled out into the streets, making it as The 

New York Times called it, "a paradise for electronics tinkerers." 

   While numerous memorials have been 
constructed, including the National September 11 
Memorial & Museum in New York City, nothing 
can make up for or replace the lives of the 2,996 
people who perished in the September 11 terrorist 
attacks at the World Trade Center.  All of those 
who perished were civilians except for 71 law 
enforcement officers and 343 firefighters who died 
in the World Trade Center and on the ground in 
New York City. 
   The attacks of September 11, 2001, were the 
deadliest terrorist act in world history and the most 
devastating foreign attack on American soil since 
the attack by the Japanese on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941.  In total, the attacks caused at 
least $10 billion in property and infrastructure 

   This area in lower Manhattan was a bazaar of 
tubes, knobs, hi-fi equipment and antenna kits.  
Store fronts were crammed with radio 
equipment.  There were televisions, tape 
players, short wave radios, tuning fork 
oscillators, stopwatches, alarm clocks, washing 
machines, dryers, and anything else you could 
dream up.  There were boxes of raw materials 
lying around in case you wanted to make a 
creation of your own, along with stores where 
you could have your radio serviced or repaired. 
 



 
                                                                                                                               Radio Row 1935 - this is about where the South Tower 

                                                                                                                                          of the World Trade Center would be built. 

 

   David’s brother, Nelson Rockefeller who was the New York Governor, helped use the 
power of eminent domain to take over the area, and 13 city blocks would be swallowed 
up into one single World Trade Center superblock.  To the Port Authority, the 
construction of the World Trade Center might have meant growth.  But to many of the 
300 small businessmen in the 13 blocks to be cleared for the center it meant disaster. 

  
 

a precursor to later eminent domain cases where the court would rule in favor of 
economic (re)development.  The powerful tool of urban planners, eminent domain, was 
used to buy out and evict the tenants of Radio Row. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                              The demolition of Radio Row 

   Many people call for a replacement of the towers.  They want to put things back "the 
way they were."  What if we really put things back the way they were?  What if, instead 
of erecting more big buildings, the city created a viable space for small businesses like 
those that were destroyed in 1966.  Viable space, like Radio Row. 

   But wasn't just a street.  It wasn't just some 
buildings.  It represented a way of life.  All of that 
was incorporated into this Radio Row.  But this 
lack of order made it a prime target for redevelop- 
ment.   
   The beginning of the end for Radio Row came in 
1958 when Chase Manhattan bank chairman David 
Rockefeller proposed to create a center of trade in 
lower Manhattan.  The area here could more easily 
be acquired and built to tie in with the many rail 
lines nearby.   

   Radio Row and its businesses put up a 
valiant protest to stop the project, led by 
radio shop owner Oscar Nadel.  Nadel 
pursued every legal avenue and organized 
regular protests to get media attention.  He 
claimed that the city was making it 
impossible for the small businessman to 
succeed within its boundaries. 
   A lawsuit was filed in June 1962 and it 
eventually went all the way to the Supreme 
Court who declined to hear the case — 

   On March 26, 1966, the wrecking ball arrived, 
and with it, the lives of over 30,000 people who 
directly provided for the livelihood for as many 
as 120,000 or more, and over 300 shops which 
raised a yearly revenue of roughly $300 million, 
were destroyed. 
   And yet, just two months later, The New York 

Times wrote, "The Trade Center towers could be 
the start of a new skyscraper age or the biggest 
tombstones in the world." 


