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The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 708 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Rick Murray,  K6WXA 

 
   Right off the top, I want to extend a warm welcome to Carl Beckom-KG5NFE.  Just 
hours before our last club meeting on May 3rd, Carl to took and passed his Technician 
Class exam, and then joined the club that evening.  Since getting his call he's been quite 
active during the weekly nets.  Be sure to say Hi and welcome him when you hear him on 
the air. 
   June is here and we celebrate the eighth birthday of CTARC.  It was on June 3rd, 
2008, thirty-one hams from across the area met at the Bell County Communications 
Center and formed the Central Texas Amateur Radio Club.  June also marks the start of 
the Atlantic Hurricane Season, which actually got under way this past January 13th with 
the formation of Hurricane Alex.  Then two days ahead of season, Tropical Storm Bonnie 
formed east of the Bahamas, eventually making landfall on the South Carolina coast.  So 
with the formation of those two early tropical storm systems, it might suggest we're 
headed to an active hurricane season this year.  Stay informed and stay prepared.  More 
on this year's Atlantic Hurricane Season further on in the newsletter. 
   Then, later on in the month, during the weekend of June 25th-26th is Field Day.  This 
year CTARC members have been invited by the Copperas Cove Repeater Association to 
participate in their operation of K5CRA.  I plan on attending their next meeting this 
coming Saturday, where they'll be ironing out their final plans.  I hope to have more 
information on this to present at our next club meeting. 

 

   Meanwhile... Terry, our club president, sends 
along his apologies for not being able to get his 
monthly president's message in for this month's  
newsletter.  He said he was busy.  Doing what, 
I'm not exactly sure. 
   Anyway, our next club meeting is Tuesday 
evening, June 7th, at 7:00 PM, at the Bell County 
Communications Center and I hope you all get a 
chance to attend. 
   Maybe Terry will tell us what he's been up to. 
 
- 73, de Rick - K6WXA 

    



 
 

   "Get this, and get it straight: Crime is 

a sucker's road and those who travel it 

wind up in the gutter, the prison or the 

grave.  There's no other end ... but they 

never learn!" 
 

 
 

   The Adventures of Philip Marlowe 
first aired June 17, 1947 over NBC and 
in 1948, the series moved to CBS.  By 
1949 it had the largest audience in radio. 
Despite the program's popularity, it had 
no sponsor for most of its time on the 
air. The exception was when Ford Motor 
Company sponsored it during part of 
1950.  The last episode in the series was 
aired on September 15th, 1951. 
   Philip Marlowe was like many hard-
boiled detectives at the time, he could 
take a punch to the face and still have a 
stinging comeback.  He was morally 
upright, liked classical music, played 
chess, and had a strong sense of justice 
that wasn't necessarily limited to that 
provided by the court system.  He also 
had his own strong ethical standards and 
turned down jobs that didn't measure up 
to those standards.   
   Listen-in again to what was the most 
popular show on radio in 1949, at: 
https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Philip_Marlowe_Singles 

 
 

June NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

June 2nd:                                    June 9th: 
Net Control:  N5JLL                  W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    K6WXA 
 

June 16th:                                June 23rd: 
Net Control:  K6WXA             KF5OHR 
Back-Up:  KF5OHR                   AD5SK 
 

June 30th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK 
Back-Up:  KE5ISN 

 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Battleship New 
Jersey – NJ2BB – this event is from 
0001Z June 4th through 2359Z, June 
5th.  Complete details, suggested 
frequencies and more info can be found 
at: http://www.nj2bb.org/museum/index.html 

 

 
 

   Hosting the ARRL West Gulf Division 
Convention, this year's Ham-Com is 
Friday & Saturday, June 10th & 11th, 
8am to 5pm, at the Irving Convention 
Center, 500 West Las Colinas Blvd., in 
Irving.  General admission is $10.00, 
students K-12 and Scouts in uniform 
(under age 18) is free.  Come see why 
amateur radio has been described as 
“…one of the most fascinating hobbies 
because of its unique mix of fun, 
convenience and public service.” 
   Talk-in frequency is 147.180(+) PL 
107.2 and call for K5PRK.  For more 
info visit:  http://www.hamcom.org 



 
 

   Contest period runs from 1800Z, June 
11th to 0300Z, June 13th on 50 MHz 
and up.  For more information please 
visit:  http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf 

 

 
 

   Twice a year, in January and June, the 
ARRL offers an event designed to 
promote Amateur Radio to our youth. 
Kids Day is designed to give on-the-air 
experience to youngsters and hopefully 
foster interest in getting a license of their 
own.  It is also intended to give older 
hams a chance to share their station and 
love for Amateur Radio with their 
children.  This month’s event is on 
Saturday, June 18th, from 1800-2359 
UTC.  For more information on this 
please visit: http://www.arrl.org/kids-day 

 

 
 

   Field Day is the single most popular 
on-the-air event held annually in the US 
and Canada.  This year’s Field Day 
event falls on the weekend of June 25-26 
and CTARC has been invited to 
participate with the Copperas Cove 
Repeater Association in its Field Day 
operation of K5CRA, at the Copperas 
Cove City Park located on West 
Avenue B / FM 1113, off of Hwy 190, in 
Copperas Cove. 
   More info on Field Day itself is at: 
http://www.arrl.org/field-day 

 

 
 

 
 

The Dubilier Ducon 

 

Electrical Merchandising  -  June, 1922 
 

Let me get this straight... hook a wire 

from your radio's antenna jack to this 

thing, then screw it into a light socket. 

What could possibly go wrong?  -Ed. 
 

 



Radio Up On The Roof 

 

Radio World  -  June 27, 1925 
 

 
 

   Ninety-one years ago, Hortense Unger 
took her radio up to the roof to escape 
the heat.  She’s shown here cooling her 
feet in a fire bucket and consulting the 
latest issue of Radio World for the most 
refreshing program. 

 

Buying & Selling Sound 
 

Radio Today  -  June, 1936 
 

 
 

   New opportunities are opening for 
"sound" in every community.  Such 
applications seem limited only by the 
radioman's resourcefulness and 
ingenuity. 

Club Newsletter Causes 
Controversy 

 

Kevin Thornton, K5KVN 

 

   A local radio club’s idea to encourage 
inactive members to get back on the air 
is making waves in the amateur radio 
hobby. 
   The club first started publishing their 
new “Silent Key” section in their 
newsletter last month.  Since then, the 
newsletter editor Junior Brown, has 
endured dozens of phone calls, hundreds 
of emails and heated exchanges on the 
local repeater. 
   “Look, it was supposed to be a way for 
us to list members that hadn’t been heard 
on the local nets in a while, that’s all,” 
explained Junior.  “I guess we didn’t put 
much thought into what we called it.” 

 

 
Junior Brown  -  "Didn't put much thought into it." 

 

   A “silent key” is a phrase used by ham 
radio operators to signify when someone 
has died.   
   Several people whose names appeared 
on the list were upset, to say the least. 
“My wife received a phone call on 
Tuesday asking if she was selling my 
radio gear now that I had passed.  It was 
very traumatic for her,” said Wilford 
Draymeyer, one of the hams on the list. 
   The club is taking the criticism in 
stride and plans to use what they hope is 
a less controversial name for the feature 
in next month’s newsletter:  List of 

Inactive Dudes (LIDs). 



Fort Hood “Phantom Wildfire” Full Scale Exercise 
After Action Report 

 

Complied by Budd Johnson, WB4J & Rick Murray, K6WXA 
 

Background: 

   At the request of the Coryell County Emergency Management Coordinator, a group of 
local amateur radio operators volunteered to observe Fort Hood's "Phantom Wildfire" full 
scale exercise which was held May 11th & 12th.  Our purpose here was to develop and 
exercise and test the capability of providing back-up communications for Coryell County, 
Fort Hood and the surrounding communities in the event of a natural or man-made 
disaster.  Limited radio communications were expected - and experienced as we were not 
given any "unplanned injects." 
 

Set-Up: 

   For this exercise, WB4J was stationed at the Fort Hood EOC, using a 5-watt HT.  
K6WXA was in Copperas Cove providing Net Control responsibilities along with 
monitoring the state's 25 Mutual Aid frequencies and 9 primary channels of the Texas 
Forest Service.  KE5WVC was stationed at Seton Medical Center in Harker Heights and 
WD5BFS along with KE5UES and KE5UET were stationed at the Bell County EOC 
(W5BEQ) in Belton.   
   Primary communications were through the K5CRA repeater in Copperas Cove, with 
back-up communications through the W5AMK repeater in Gatesville. 
 

Timeline, Observations, and Experiences Noted:  

   The net was activated at 08:56 and the exercise commenced at 09:07.  KE5WVC 
reported the radio at Seton Medical Center did not have the K5CRA repeater 
programmed in to it.  But communications through the W5AMK repeater with net control 
were possible without incident.  WB4J could not receive or transmit from the Fort Hood 
EOC, so cell service and text messaging was used between he and net control.  It is 
suspected that the thickness and tinting on the windows in the EOC and the building itself 
restricted communications.  However, communications were possible when he walked to 
the west stairwell and was then able to communicate with Net Control.  W5BEQ at the 
Bell County EOC was unable to access the K5CRA repeater, though they could hear it.  
But they were able to communicate with Net Control through the Gatesville repeater 
without incident. 
   At 10:40 - one hour and thirty-three minutes into the exercise, mutual aid entities were 
released by Command.  At 11:08 - W5BEQ advised Seton Medical Center was 
terminating their operation in the exercise.  KE5WVC was advised to QRT.  At 11:23 - 
WB4J at the Fort Hood EOC advised the end of our communications support.  The net 
was closed at 11:27 with a total of 6 amateur radio stations having checked into the 
Exercise Net from Fort Hood, Copperas Cove, Belton, Harker Heights and Kempner. 
 

Remarks: 
   None of the expected "mass activation" of the state's mutual aid frequencies occurred.  
Instead the only traffic heard was from "Command" on the VMED28 channel of 155.340.  
None of the expected radio traffic was heard on any of the Texas Forest Service radio 
frequencies. 



 
 

   DK1HW will be active from Safari 
(Mushimasgali) Island, in the Maldives 
20 - 28 June as 8Q7HW.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   W5LAC will be active from Saint 
Martin and Sint Maarten 11 - 25 June 
signing stroke FS and stroke PJ7.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   PBØAEX is active on Curacao Island 
until 6 June signing stroke PJ2.  QSL 
via LOTW, eQSL. 
   GØVDE is active on Saint Helena 
Island until 6 June as ZD7VDE.  QSL 
via MØURX. 
   JA7EPO will be active from Pohnpei 
Island, 10 - 18 June as V63IM.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   K5WE will be active from Easter 
Island through the 8th of June as 
XRØYS.  QSL via his home call. 
   TG9IIN will be active from Nicaragua 
until the Middle of July signing stroke  
YN3.  QSL via his home call. 
   WB4WXE will be active from 
Dominica Island 22 June - 11 July as 
J79XE.  QSL via his home call. 
   NL8F will be active from Norfolk 
Island through the 3rd of June as 
VK9NF.  QSL via K8NA. 
   F5IXR will be active from Mali until 
June 2nd as TZ5XR.  QSL via F5MXH. 
   Special Event Station GB9ØQEB will 
be active on June 8th in observance of 
Queen Elizabeth's 90th birthday.  QSL 
via G6AMY. 
   K9EL will be active from Saint Martin 
5 - 23 June signing stroke FS.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   W5JON will be active from St. Kitts & 
Nevis June 14 - July 15 as V47JA.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   MØRCX will be active from Mauritius 
June 15 - July 14 as EB7DX.  QSL via 
his home call or eQSL. 

   W9DR and W9AEB will be active 
from St Barthelemy 17 - 29 June, each 
signing stroke FJ.  QSL via their home 
calls. 
   VE3IKV will be active from the 
Bahamas June 23 - July 8 as C6AUX.  
QSL via his home call. 
   CX3AN will be active from the 
Marshall Islands 2 - 7 June as V73HA. 
Then from Chuuk Islands 7 - 9 June as 
V63AN.  Then he will be on Koror 
Island 9 - 14 June as T88AN.  QSL via 
EB7DX. 
   K6TOP will be active from Tortola 
Island, British Virgin Islands, through 
June 15th signing stroke VP2V.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   9H3G will be active from Malta June 
28 - July 4.  QSL via JH3FUK. 
   2MØJMN will be active from the 
Cayman Islands 3-17 June as ZF2MN.  
QSL via MØOXO. 
   F6CKD will be active from French 
Guiana until 15 June signing stroke FY. 
QSL via his home call. 

 

 
 

   Hassan the Pirate from Baghdad, Iraq, 
continues to plague the Amateur Radio 
bands.  He’s been heard bootlegging 
YI1HR, YI1H, YI1HRP, and YI1HI, 
and pirating the call signs YI1BGD, 
YI1IRQ, YI1DZ, and, most recently 
TA7/YI1RZ. 
   Telecommunication enforcement in 
Iraq is next to non-existent, so it’s 
unlikely the government there will do 
anything about the situation.  He has 
been heard on 20 meters SSB, usually 
around 14.178 to 14.188 MHz.  
   Elsewhere, pirate 1AØKM using the 
callsign of the Sovereign Military Order 
of Malta, has been spotted.  Their station 
has not been active since January 2014. 



 
 
   El Niño likely played a significant suppressing role in the 2015 Atlantic hurricane 
season, but appears to have reached its peak in late 2015, and is expected to weaken 
substantially or disappear altogether by the start of the hurricane season.  More often than 
not, a strong or very strong El Niño event is followed by La Niña in the next summer or 
autumn.  It’s certainly possible that La Niña could be in place by late summer which 
would favor an active Atlantic hurricane season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
where in the U.S.  That could mean a tropical storm, hurricane or major hurricane.  Also 
noted was a prediction of a 60% chance of a storm system making land-fall somewhere 
along the Gulf Coast, and a 33% that one will make landfall along the Texas coast. 
   While the odds may shift a bit toward a more active Atlantic hurricane season in 2016,  
El Niño's absence doesn't guarantee that outcome.  Nor does it mean it poses any greater 
threat to the U.S. compared to any other year.  All it takes is one intense, land-falling 
hurricane to render much of this El Niño talk moot.  Prepare for every hurricane season, 
regardless of El Niño or La Niña or points in-between. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                          Hurricane Alex  -  January 14, 2016 

 
 

2016 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season 

2016 Atlantic Hurricane Names 
 

 Alex  Lisa  
 Bonnie Matthew 
 Colin  Nicole 
 Danielle Otto 
 Earl  Paula 
 Fiona  Richard 
 Gaston Shary 
 Hermine Tobioas 
 Ian  Virginie 
 Julia  Walter 
 Karl 

   Based on preliminary research by a team 
at Colorado State University, the 2016 
Atlantic Hurricane Season scenarios hinge 
on two factors:  how quickly the current El 
Niño will diminish, and how the Atlantic 
Multi-decadal  Oscillation / thermohaline 
circulation will evolve.  So if CSU is right, 
the Atlantic Hurricane Season of 2016 has 
a considerably better chance than the last 
four seasons of being unusually active with 
the possibility of 12 named storms, with 5 
of those becoming hurricanes, and 2 of 
those 5 becoming major hurricanes. 
   CSU is also predicting a 97% chance of a 
named storm system making landfall some-   

   The 2016 Atlantic Hurricane Season runs from 
June 1st to November 30th.  But this year it 
started a little early with the formation of Sub-
Tropical Storm Alex which formed January 13th, 
400 miles south of the Azores.  Alex was the 
first tropical or subtropical storm to form in 
January since an unnamed system did so in 1978, 
and is only the fourth known to form in January 
in the historical records that began in 1851. 
 



   On January 14th, Alex gained strength and became a Category-1 hurricane,  becoming 
only the third hurricane ever recorded in January in the Atlantic Ocean, since an unnamed 
storm in 1938. 
 

 
 

   If this happens, it would limit development of tropical cyclone storm systems.  If this 
doesn't occur, sea surface temperatures will remain mostly warmer than normal, likely 
resulting in a hurricane season more active than in the past three years.  
 

Summer Solstice 
 

   The solstice heralds the beginning of summer and we enjoy the most daylight of the 
calendar year.  The celebration of the Summer Solstice, also known as Midsummer, or 
Litha is a time of fertility and celebration.  It is a time to light a bonfire, go fishing, plant 
a tree, cook outside, listen to the song birds, let the light in and watch the night sky. 
   For those of us here in Central Texas, the Summer Solstice, bringing the first day of 
Summer, will arrive on Monday, June 20th, at 5:34 PM CDT. 
 

Project mPING 
 

   The NOAA National Severe Storms Laboratory is collecting public weather reports 
through a free app available for smart phones or mobile devices.  The app is called 
“mPING,” for Meteorological Phenomena Identification Near the Ground. 
 

 
 

   mPING data is also used to improve weather computer models, predict ground icing for 
road maintenance and aviation operations, and predict the potential for in-flight icing.  
   The apps are available at the iTunes App Store, or the Google Play store for use on both 
phones and tablets. 
   You can read more about mPING by visiting: http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/projects/ping/ 

   One potential 'wild card' in the 2016 Atlantic 
hurricane season is what some experts are referring 
to as a 'cold blob' in the waters of the North 
Atlantic.  This 'cold blob' refers to a large area of 
colder-than-normal sea-surface temperatures, 
located east of Newfoundland and south of 
Greenland. 
   If the cooler water migrates southward across the 
eastern Atlantic, then westward into tropical 
breeding grounds, it will lower sea surface 
temperatures over the region where 85% of 
Atlantic tropical systems develop.   

   Using the free mPING app, anyone can submit a 
weather observation anonymously. The data im-
mediately goes into a database at NSSL and is 
displayed on a map that is accessible to everyone.  

With the mPING database, researchers can 
compare the public reports with radar echoes and 
make the algorithms more accurate. 



 
 
   In early 1926, The Radio Home magazine sponsored the first ever Radio Recipe 
Contest.  The goal of the contest was to accurately copy a recipe that was broadcast over 
the radio, and then make some change in it which you or your family considered an 
improvement.  The winner would receive a $25.00 cash prize.   
   The original recipe as broadcast over WLW Cincinnati, was for a Pineapple Upside 
Cake by Judith Anderson, and consisted of the following...  Pineapple Mixture:  1/2 cup 
brown sugar, 2 tablespoons butter, 2 tablespoons pineapple juice, 3 slices pineapple. 
   Stir the sugar in a smooth frying pan until it is melted, then allow it to brown.  Add the 
butter and the pineapple juice and cook until a fairly thick syrup is formed.  Place the 
sections of pineapple in the syrup and cook for 1 or 2 minutes or until they are light 
brown, turning them occasionally.  Have ready a well-greased heavy baking pan or a 
baking dish, place the pineapple on the bottom, and pour the syrup over it.  Allow this to 
cool so it will form a semisolid surface, then pour in the following Cake Batter:  1/4 cup 
butter, 1-1/2 cups soft wheat flour, 1/2 cup sugar, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 1 egg, 1/8 
teaspoon salt, 1/2 cup milk, 1 teaspoon vanilla. 
 

 

magazine.    She made the following changes to the recipe: 
   In the Pineapple Mixture, the pineapple was substituted with a layer of apricots; 1 cup 
of honey was used instead of the 1/2 cup of brown sugar; 1/3 cup of water was used 
instead of 2 tablespoons of pineapple juice.  In the Cake Batter, 1 cup of pastry flour was 
used instead of 1-1/2 cups of wheat flour.  Added was chopped and whole almonds which 
are sprinkled into the batter - doesn't say how many or how much.  When ready to serve, 
add 1 dozen dried and powdered macaroons to a whipped cream topping. 
 

The First Radio 
Recipe Contest 

   Cream the butter, add the sugar, the well-beaten 
egg, and vanilla.  Sift the dry ingredients together 
twice and add alternately with the milk to the 
batter, sugar, and egg mixture.  Pour this over the 
pineapple.  The batter is rather thick and may need 
to be smoothed on top with a knife.  Bake slowly 
in a very moderate oven (300° to 325° F.) for 3/4 
of an hour.  Loosen the sides of the cake, turn it 
out carefully, upside down.  If the fruit sticks to 
the pan, lift it out and place it on the cake in the 
place where it should be. Serve with or without 
whipped cream or hard sauce. 
   The winner of the contest, Ida May Phillips of 
Cincinnati, was announced in the June issue of the 


