
 
December                                                                                                                                                                      2016 

The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 708 West Avenue O, in Belton 

 

 

Terry Evans,  KF5OHR 

 
   It use to be, holiday preparations usually started two or three weeks before December 
25th with Christmas cards to get sent, presents to buy and the perfect tree to be found.  
Today, Christmas seems to start just before Halloween, when the stores begin putting up 
red and green end bases.  The shopping fury of the day after Thanksgiving is almost a 
bigger deal than the morning after Santa arrives.  Back then, Christmas seemed to last 
longer, building in intensity for the whole month of December, beginning at your school 
desk as you waited for Christmas vacation to start, and then being extra good to make up 
for the rest of the year when you may have been on the naughty list, until the climax 
when all those colored packages appear under the tree. 
   Every year before I even think about going up to the attic to get the Christmas 
decoration boxes, I think about the old traditions of Christmas.  There will be plenty of 
time to sit in front of the TV to watch all of my family’s favorite Christmas movies and 
TV specials, but on TV, the writers come up with a single Christmas themed episode to 
air the week before the Big Day and that is about it.  But, there is really something special 
about old Christmas programs on radio that really set the holiday mood. 
   One of the great things about Christmas radio programs is that you can enjoy the shows 
while you are doing other Christmas things.  You can listen to your favorite characters 
and their holiday tribulations and still have your eyes and hands free to make fudge, 
string the lights, bake cookies, trim the tree, or drive to the in-laws. 
   Of course, there are plenty of Christmas traditions.  Perhaps tradition is the most 
important part of the Christmas season, because it reminds us that the world is still a good 
place to live. 

 

 

   This month, we will not have a regular club 
meeting.  Instead, you and your family are invited 
to our Christmas luncheon, which will be on 
Saturday, December 10th, at Noon at Oscar's in 
Temple.  More information on this follows a little 
further on. 
   To you, our friends and club members, Merry 
Christmas, and a happy and prosperous new year. 
73 de Terry, KF5OHR 

 



 
 

The  Central  Texas  Amateur  Radio  Club  

 Christmas Party at  Oscar's  Store   
8133 Oscar Spur, in Temple 

 

 
 

…This no-host get-together is to be held in lieu of our regular December meeting… 
 

Saturday, December 10th at Noon 
 

Their Lunch and Dinner Menu can be found at: 

http://www.oscarstoretexas.com/menu.html 

 

Map: 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Oscar+Store,+8133+Oscar+Spur,+Temple,+TX+76501/@31.0510045,-

97.2626785,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x86450d56f5088611:0x283473d9bf955262 

 

Oscar's:  (254) 983-2175 



 
 

   "Hello, I hope I haven't kept you 

waiting.  This is the Crime Club,  I'm the 

Librarian.  Take the easy chair by the 

window.  Comfortable?  The book is on 

this shelf.  Here it is - let's look at it 

under the reading lamp." 
 

 
 

   The Crime Club aired over the 
Mutual Broadcasting System as a half-
hour weekly radio series, beginning on 
December 2, 1946 and continuing until 
October 16, 1947, with a total run of 47 
episodes. 
   The series featured murder and 
mystery dramas, some of which had 
already been published by the 
Doubleday Crime Club.  There was a 
new Crime Club book "every week, at 
bookstores everywhere." Or so they said.   
Crime club literary selections were all 
the rage during the first half of the 20th 
century, so it was certainly a natural to 
do an old time radio show to tantalize 
potential purchasers with half hour radio 
adaptations of the books. 
  The series' various casts were 
comprised of some of the East Coast's 
finest radio talent.  The stories, cast, 
music backgrounds, are all first-rate and 
well worth listening to.  Take the easy 
chair by the window and visit: 
https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Crime_Club_Singles 

 
 

December NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

December 1st:                   December 8th: 
Net Control:  KG6FUJ               W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    W5GNK 
 

December 15th:             December 22nd: 
Net Control:  W5GNK             KF5OHR 
Back-Up:  KF5OHR                  KE5ISN 
 

December 29th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN 

Back-Up:  AD5SK 
 

 

 

   Contest period runs from 2200 UTC, 
December 2, and wraps up at 1559 UTC 
December 4.  This is a 42-hour all-CW 
event with no operating time limit.  If 
you have ever yearned to try your hand 
at Top Band contesting, this is the 
perfect opportunity! 
   More information is available at: 
http://www.arrl.org/160-meter 

 

 

 

   This event takes place on all author - 
ized amateur frequencies and modes 
from 0001 UTC Dec. 2nd to 2400 UTC 
Dec. 3rd.  More information is at: 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio 

 

 
 
 
 

   "A new transmitter seems to suffer 
from inhibitions for a few days.  The 
truth is that the signals are getting 
out, but we lose confidence when no 
one answers them." 
Radio News  -  December, 1929 



 
 

   The Temple Christmas Parade is on 
Monday, December 5th at 6:30 P.M. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with 
support communications.  Initial meet 
will be at the Bell County Health 
Building, 201 North 8th St., in Temple at 
3:30 PM. 
   Staging time will start at 4:00 P.M. We 
will be operating 2 meter simplex. 
Necessary equipment will be an HT, 
safety vest, flashlight and proper 
clothing for the weather conditions.  At 
least 10 to 12 volunteers are needed for 
this event. If you can assist in this please 
contact Robert Shoemaker-KE5WVC, 
at: robert1867@embarqmail.com or by 
phone at: (254) 702-8066.   

 

 
 

   Contest period runs from 0001Z, 
December 10th to 2359Z, December 
11th.  The objective is for Amateurs 
worldwide to engage in QSO’s with as 
many other stations as possible on the 10 
meter band.  For more info please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/10-meter 

 

 

 

 

The Cleartone Model 110,  
The First AC Operated Receiver 

 

Popular Radio  -  December, 1926 
 

 
 

   Broadcast listeners had long been on 
the watch for a receiver which could be 
operated from the alternating current of 
house lighting lines. This desire has been 
gratified in a number of receivers which 
have come out within the past few 
months, but the majority of these made 
use of external power supply units.  In 
other words a separate battery cabinet 
was still required to house the power 
supply units. 
   The new Cleartone Model 110 receiver 
does away with the necessity for all this 
by including the power supply equip-
ment in the receiver cabinet.  And this is 
accomplished without making the 
receiver any larger than many of the 
other table mounting type of receivers. 
   The compact size of the power supply 
equipment is explained by the fact that 
this receiver uses vacuum tubes with 
filaments which are lighted by 
alternating current.  Storage batteries, 
trickle chargers and chokes are therefore 
eliminated from the filament supply 
circuit. 



 
 

"Swinging" 
 

Radio News  -  December, 1926 
 

   "Swinging" is particularly annoying 
when you are listening to a fine program, 
but it can seldom be traced to so tangible 
a cause as was recently discovered. 
 

 
 

   Investigators of mysterious 
interference with radio sets in lower 
Manhattan, could hardly believe their 
eyes when they found that a large ape 
was using the aerials for his daily dozen.  
He was soon restored to his owner with 
the suggestion that his education be 
further advanced before allowing him to 
study radio. 

 

Hams come to aid of a Ham 
 

Graham Kemp, VK4B 
 

   As hams, we are proud to help our 
community, and even more proud to 
help fellow hams.  What happens 
though, when hams come to the aid of a 
totally different kind of ham?  
   This story takes us to the Philippines, 
where Vladimir Sarmiento-DW4VLS 
seemed on his way to becoming a hero 
after he'd stopped to aid a bicyclist in 
distress.  The man had discovered a large 
closed garbage bag near the 
embankment of a creek and immediately 
feared the worst - that inside was the 
body of yet another victim of an extra-
judicial killing.  The stench was so bad 
he could barely stand it.  When the 
cyclist flagged down Vladimir, he got on 
the radio and contacted Alfredo Panti -
DU4AAP who, in turn, notified police.  
   Authorities immediately dispatched an 
inspector to the site, proclaiming it a 
crime scene and roped it off.  The long 
investigation began.  Four hours later, 
the investigation ended abruptly just as 
the municipal health officer arrived and 
opened the bag.  Inside, they found a 
body in a state of advanced 
decomposition. 
   The body was that of a pig. 
   With the story having morphed into a 
tale of barnyard justice gone wrong, 
authorities concluded this was less a case 
of homicide than simply....HAMicide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   "Radio isn't a bunch of wires and 
a collection of queer-looking 
instruments.  First of all, it is music 
and culture; second, it is furniture 
fitting to the home; third, it is now 
becoming the center of a 
reawakening family life." 
 

Radio in the Home  -  December, 1925 



 
 

Elections...  At our November 1st 
General Membership Meeting, elections 
were held for club officers for the 
coming year.  Elected and / or re-elected 
into office were: Terry Evans-KF5OHR, 
President;  Rick Murray-K6WXA, Vice 
President;  Russell Stoddard-KG6FUJ, 
Secretary;  Carl Beckom-KG5NFE, 
Treasurer; Tom Robinson-KG5NJG, 
Board Director and Gerald Richmond-
N5ZXJ, Board Director. 
 

New Member...  Also at our meeting 
of November 1st, we received our 
newest club member Gail Chandler -
KG5NFD.  Please welcome her aboard 
when you hear her on the airwaves. 
 

Old and New...  I'm sure most of you 
are familiar with Joe Mayer-K4JMS; he 
recently traded in his 4-Land call and 
can now be heard as N5JWM. 
 

Attention Board Members...  Our 
next board meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 27th.  As you know, 
we usually meet at Fry's Restaurant in 
Belton.  However, they will be closed 
for the holidays so we will instead be 
meeting at Schlotzsky's, located at 1012 
East 2nd Avenue, in Belton.  Reminders 
will be sent out as the time draws closer.   
   To our newly elected board members, 
you are of course invited to attend this 
final board meeting of 2016, to come 
and "get your feet wet" as it were, 
though your first -real- board meeting 
won't be until January 31st, 2017. 

 

 
 

New Repeater Systems...  A new 
linked repeater system is in the works 
courtesy of WD5EMS.  The first is on 
145.190(-) PL 100.0 and is located in the 
Stillhouse Hollow area of Belton Lake.  
This will be linked to three other 
repeaters on 224.360(-) PL 103.5, and  
444.875(+) PL 100.0 along with the 
972.050 PL 110.9 repeater.  These latter 
three repeaters are located at St David’s 
Round Rock Medical Center in Austin. 
   K5AB has put up a trio of repeaters in 
the region:  one in Walburg on 
443.300(+) PL 88.5, another in Jarrell on 
147.380(+) PL 100.0 and another in 
Florence on 147.060(+) PL 100.0. 
   Lastly, it was over-heard during one of 
the Central Texas Amateur Radio Nets, 
that plans are in the works to establish a 
2-Meter repeater at the Belton High 
School.  No further info is available yet, 
and we'll see what transpires. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We Really Need To Go Here... 
 

 
 

   The Swiss Chalet Party House in 
Columbus, Ohio.  Maybe we could help 
them with their problem. 

"There are a thousand fascinating stunts that 
you may try out.  Each one may prove to be 
the missing link."   Radio News  -  December, 1919 

Radio News  -  December, 1919 



 
 

Santa Net on 3.916 MHz 

 

 
 

   Good girls and boys will be able to 
talk to Santa Claus, via amateur radio, 
nightly at 7:30 PM CST through 
Christmas Eve, December 24th.  More 
at:  https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/ 
   A group of Polish operators are active 
from Dhiffushi Island, in the Maldives, 
until 3 December as 8Q7SP.  QSL via 
SP6FXY. 
   K9NU and N9TK will be active from 
Saint Martin Island, 1 - 10 December 
each signing stroke FS.  QSL via their 
home calls. 
   VE7ACN is active on Carriacou Island 
until December 8, signing stroke J3.  He 
will then be active on Grand Turk Island, 
10 - 19 December signing stroke VP5.  
QSL via his home call. 
   7Y9SE will be active December 7 -
15th from the Cap Sigil Lighthouse in 
Algeria.  QSL via SM4VPZ. 
   KB1ZSQ is active from Rwanda until 
30 December as 9XØJW.  QSL via 
eQSL. 
   6V1A will be active from Gorée island 
December 16 to 18.  QSL direct. 
   Beginning this month, F4HLT will be 
active from Dumont d'Urville Station, 
Antarctica as FT3YL.  His length of stay 
is not mentioned.  QSL via F6KPQ. 
 

 

   ISØBWM is active from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, until  
25 December as 9QØHQ/3.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   DF8DX will be active from Palestine, 
8 - 12 December as E44QX.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   DJ7RJ is active from Mauritius, until 
6 December signing stroke 3B8.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   G4JEC and KØHAC are active from 
Sint Maarten Island through 3 December 
with each signing stroke PJ7.  QSL via 
NØUK. 
   F6ICX is active from Sainte Marie 
(Nosy Boraha) Island, until 4 February 
as 5R8IC.  QSL via his home call. 
   VK9NF is active on Norfolk Island 
until 3 December.  QSL via N7RO. 
   KH6EB will be active on Kaho`olawe 
Island December 12th to the 21st.  The 
island has no permanent residents.  QSL 
via eQSL, LOTW, or direct. 
   DL1COP will be active from Bonaire 
Island, 3 - 15 December signing stroke  
PJ4.  QSL via his home call. 
   DL5XL is active from Neumayer 
Station III, Antarctica through February 
as DP1POL.  QSL via DL1ZBO. 
   DJ2VO and DL3KMS will be active 
from Bonaire Island, 3 - 15 December, 
each signing stroke PJ4.  QSL via their 
home calls. 
   IK2GZU is on the air from Tanzania 
until the 2nd of December as 5H3MB.  
QSL via his home call. 
   Special Event Station N8S will be 
active 15-17 December in observance of 
the 49th anniversary of the Silver Bridge 
Collapse, and its 46 victims.  QSL via 
AB8S. 
   K4NHW is active from Trinidad 
Island, signing stroke 9Y4 until 14 
December.  QSL via his home call. 



 
 

   The Atlantic Hurricane Season of 2016 was forecast to be considerably more active  
than the last four seasons, with the prediction of the possibility of 12 named storms, with 
5 of those becoming hurricanes, and 2 of those 5 becoming major hurricanes.  Also 
predicted was a 97% chance that a named storm system would make landfall somewhere 
in the U.S., along with a prediction of a 60% chance of a storm system making land-fall 
somewhere on the Gulf Coast, and a 33% chance that one would make landfall along the 
Texas coast.  Eventually, Texas would wind up being spared. 
 

 

 
   But the greatest of these, was Matthew which became the only Category 5 Atlantic 
hurricane, and the first since Hurricane Felix in 2007.  Matthew wrought widespread 
destruction and catastrophic loss of life during its journey across the Western Atlantic, 
with over 1,600 estimated deaths having been attributed to the storm.  The storm caused 
damages estimated in excess of $10.5 billion.  It was the costliest Atlantic hurricane since 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012. 
 

GOES-R Next Generation Weather Satellite 
 

 
products will support short-term weather forecasts and severe storm watches and 
warnings, maritime forecasts, seasonal predictions, drought outlooks and space weather 
outlooks.  This particular satellite will be designated as "GOES-16." 

   The 2016 Atlantic Hurricane Season "officially" 
began on June 1st, but this year it started a little 
early with the formation of Sub-Tropical Storm 
Alex which formed on  January 13th, 400 miles 
south of the Azores.  On January 14th, Alex gained 
strength and became a Category-1 hurricane, 
becoming only the third hurricane ever recorded in 
January in the Atlantic Ocean. 
   What eventually transpired over the course of 
this year's hurricane season was a total of 15 
named storm systems.  Seven of those became 
hurricanes and of those seven, three became major 
hurricanes. 

2016 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season Ends 

   This past November 19th, saw the launch of 
the next generation of geosynchronous 
environmental satellites from Cape Canaveral's 
Launch Complex 41, aboard an Atlas V rocket. 
   GOES-R will provide images of weather 
pattern and severe storms as frequently as every 
30 seconds, which will contribute to more 
accurate and reliable weather forecasts and 
severe weather outlooks.  It's environmental data 



   GOES-R products will improve hurricane tracking and intensity forecasts, increase 
thunderstorm and tornado warning lead time, improve aviation flight route planning, 
provide data for long-term climate variability studies, improve solar flare warnings for 
communications and navigation disruptions and enhance space weather monitoring. The 
GOES-R series operational lifetime extends through December 2036. 
 

Winter Solstice 
 

   Here comes the dark.  Celebrated in cultures the world over for thousands of years, the 
start of the solar year with its celebration of light and the rebirth of the Sun — the Winter 
Solstice — marking the longest night and shortest day of the year.   
   For those of us here in Central Texas, the Winter Solstice will arrive and bring us the 
first day of Winter on Wednesday, December 21st, at 4:44 AM. 
 

Historic Texas Snowstorm 
 

   The first half of December 1929 was remarkably warm across North Texas, most days 
featuring highs in the 60s and 70s.  However, the mild weather came to an abrupt end on 
December 17th when an arctic front blew through the region.  Within 24 hours, 
temperatures had fallen some 40 degrees.  The mercury struggled to top the freezing 
mark on December 18th, despite abundant sunshine.  In the Panhandle, temperatures  
plunged to near 0°F. 
 

 
 

   Where the snowfall was greatest, temperatures plummeted into the single digits.  In 
Waco, where the 13-inch total remains a 24-hour record for the site, the mercury fell 
to 2°F.  In Dallas/Fort Worth, where only a dusting of snow was recorded during the 
event, temperatures quickly rebounded, reaching 70°F on Christmas Day. 

   Snow began falling in western portions of North 
Texas during the afternoon hours of December 
20th.  Lightning and thunder accompanied the 
snow throughout the following night.  By daybreak 
on December 21st, several inches of snow had 
fallen across Central Texas from Junction to 
Lampasas, northeastward to Palestine and Athens.  
Clifton and Hillsboro had accumulated 16 inches 
of snow by that morning.  The heavy snow 
continued through much of the day, before 
tapering off during the late afternoon and evening 
hours.  By late evening on December 21st, the 
snow was confined to far East Texas. 
   The storm lasted barely 24 hours, but the storm 
totals were nothing short of extraordinary.  A 
swath of snowfall in excess of 12 inches was 2 to 3 
counties wide.  Along the axis of maximum depth, 
totals exceeded 24 inches, on par with the heaviest 
snowfalls in Texas history. Clifton recorded 24 
inches of snow in just 24 hours.  



Yes, Virginia... 
Editorial of the New York Sun 

   We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication below, expressing 
at the same time our great gratification that its faithful author is numbered among the 
friends of the SWLing Post: 

 

Dear Editor— 
 

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no shortwave. Uncle DX Dash! says, “If 

you see it on the SWLing Post, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a shortwave? 
 

Virginia O'Hanlon 

115 West Ninety Fifth Street 
 

   Virginia, your little friends are wrong.  They have been affected by the skepticism of a 
digital age.  They do not believe what can’t be heard or seen on their smart phone.  They 
think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by Google.  They seek credit 
cards, not QSL cards. 
 

 
 

world, but even if you did not hear shortwave, what would that prove?  The most real 
things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see.  Did you ever see 
ground waves dancing on the lawn?  Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not 
there.  Nobody can casually conceive or imagine all the wonders there are heard and 
unheard in the listening world.  For that, you must wear headphones. 
   No shortwave?!  Thank goodness!  It lives, and lives forever.  A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years from now, shortwave will continue to make 
glad the hearts of listeners. 
 
With apologies to The New York Sun.  Our tongue-in-cheek editorial borrows from the timeless classic, “Is There a Santa Claus?” 

which appeared in the December 21, 2012 issue of that newspaper.  That original editorial in The New York Sun can be found 

at:  http://www.nysun.com/editorials/yes-virginia/68502/   And be sure to visit The SWLing Post at: http://swling.com/blog/ 

 

   Yes, Virginia, there is a shortwave.  It 
exists as certainly as sound and 
circuits and tubes exist, and you know 
that these abound and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy.  Alas! how dreary 
would be the world if there were no 
shortwave!  It would be as dreary as if 
there were no Virginias.  There would be 
no heterodynes, no band openings, no 
propagation to make tolerable this 
existence.  It would be a world without 
"London Calling." 
   Not believe in shortwave!  You might 
as well not believe in the ionosphere.  
You might get your papa to hire men to 
listen to all of the wi-fi radios of the 



 
 

   Edythe Meserand is a woman with an astonishing list of pioneer radio credits, who 
began her broadcasting career in 1926 as a teenager at NBC, with her first on-air job at 
station WINS as the station's "Musical Clock Girl," who popped up every hour on the 
hour to give the time of day.  Then in 1931, she became the Publicity Director for Hearst 
Radio and their flagship station WGBS, in New York City. 
   But her greatest influence was at WOR - the flagship station of the Mutual 
Broadcasting System in New York, which she joined in 1935.  There, she achieved a 
number of "firsts" in broadcasting history:  she became the nation's first female 
newscaster and directed much of the station's coverage of major events like elections; she 
founded the first radio newsroom; produced the first true radio documentary for which 
she won Peabody and Freedom Foundation awards; and also received awards from the 
Czechoslovakian prime minister in 1943 and from Pope Pius XII in 1950 for her news 
coverage of the Holy Year.  
 

 
 

   After assisting with WOR's transition into television, she left WOR in 1956 and opened 
an advertising agency which she headed until 1985.  Later in life Edythe Meserand would 
retire to her Windy Hill Farm, located west of Albany, New York, where she died on 
June 2nd, 1997 at the age of 88. 
   In a field where many executives harbored a distrust of women, arguing that listeners 
like that authoritative male voice over their radios, Meserand helped clear ground for a 
much more level playing field.  Her strategies reflected both her times and the 
conservative nature of the broadcasting industry.  But her ability to position herself as a 
worthy role-model for women in the broadcasting and media industry, was her most 
significant contribution. 

Taking a Leading Role: 

Edythe Meserand 

   In 1945, Meserand launched the WOR Christmas 
Children's Fund, and was awarded the first 
McCall's Golden Mike Award in 1951 for 
outstanding programming for children as well as a 
Science Award from the New Jersey Teachers 
Science Association for her program "Wildlife, 
Unlimited."   
   She then went on to be a founding member of 
American Women in Radio and Television and 
served as the organization's first President, from 
1951-1952.  The AWRT would ultimately name its 
most prestigious award after her; the Edythe J. 
Meserand Distinguished Broadcaster Award which 
is given out yearly by the organization. 
 



Radio Experiences on the R-34 
Lieutenant R. F. Durrant, Royal Air Force  -  December, 1919 

 
Editor's Introduction...  the R-34 was a 643-foot dirigible, built for the Royal Air Force.  The 

R34 made her first flight on 14 March 1919, with the crew's mascot, a small tabby kitten called 

"Whoopsie."  On 6 July 1919, after a flight of 108 hours, the R-34 arrived at Mineola, Long 

Island, United States making the first East-West crossing of the Atlantic by a dirigible.  On 27 

January 1921, the R-34 became damaged in a storm and was written off and scrapped. 
 

 
 

order to obtain the highest pitch of efficiency by that careful process of overhauling, 
which is the natural instinct of every true radio enthusiast. 
   In R-34's first flight we had an exciting adventure.  She had been built on the banks of 
the Clyde and we had completed her radio fitting.  The first available morning the air 
liner was taken out of her shed and was soon aloft.  The aneroid needle showed 500, 600 
and finally 10,000 feet.  I declutched the aerial reel and slowly allowed 500 feet of cable 
to trail beneath us.  I tuned the transmitting and receiving sets and then established 
communication with the base.  How the pulse jumped as the answering "sigs" came from 
Mother Earth!  The wave was checked again, for it had to be "dead on regulation." 

 
 

   What is the secret of success of radio 
efficiency on a dirigible?  To that 
question I would reply, "The study of 
detail."  All you radio men realize of 
what paramount importance are the little 
details in fitting and testing a station. 
   In my experience of fitting large 
dirigibles I found that in nearly 90% of 
the cases troubles have been traced to 
some minor fault in wiring.  When I have 
found by our first flight in the heavens 
that the radio is O. K.,  I set to work in 

   Our first flight took us over the Irish Sea.  We had 
been out eight hours, when at 4 A.M. just as the sun was 
showing his glowing orb over the eastern horizon, a 
shiver ran thru the ship.  All hands were immediately at 
their posts.  The radio cabin assumed an angle of 45 
degrees.  "Ting-a-ling, ting-ling," the phone bell rang 
and the commander's cool voice came crisply thru: 
   "Signal to the base." 
   Over went the switch and adjusting myself to the steep 
angle of the ship, I lighted the filaments of the 
transmitting tube and "Morsed" out a "rush message."  
One had to be steady and care had to be taken to 
emphasize the dots and dashes. 
 



   My second radio aide crawled aft and assisted in the work of clearing the jam.  After 
minutes of anxiety the ship gradually assumed her normal position and sped along on an 
even keel, so we cancelled the message for help. 
 

 

   One of the things a dirigible radio man is afraid of is the losing of an antenna weight 
whilst flying.  This happened to us one day.  The weight certainly obeyed all the laws of 
gravitation by hitting a milk cart and going clean thru the driver's seat into the ground. 
Fortunately for the driver he had left his seat some three minutes before. 
   Another bugbear of radio is interference from the magnetos, far worse than static, 
which we overcome by using braided cable on the electrical system of the engines. 
   During our early tests we were caught in a heavy sea fog and had to remain aloft 
twenty-one hours.  The ship's larder being empty, we had to tighten our belts several 
times!  We relied upon our compass stations for our positions until the fog cleared.  We 
lost our antenna and I had to get odd lengths of wire from the engineers.  I joined these 
together and used a pair of pliers for an antenna weight which answered the purpose. 
 

 
    Lieutenant R.F. Durrant, Radio Officer of the R-34 

 

   Another radio incident in mid-air occurred in this way:  
We were over London and following the Thames which 
glimmered like a silver ribbon beneath us, when I had 
occasion to make an adjustment near six large battery 
boxes (this was before the advent of the wind-driven 
generator).  Without warning the thin matchboard deck 
gave way, and ere I could save it a large battery box, 
weighing some fifty pounds, was dropping thru space 
over the crowded city.  Visions of being tried for 
manslaughter appeared before me and I was not very 
much pleased to hear when we touched the ground that 
the box had fallen on a convict prison and laid out three 
men.  This report was incorrect, however, and my mind 
was vastly relieved by seeing the remains of my one-
time high tension battery lying in a sack which had been 
brought in by a constable. 

 

   All my assistants agree with me in saying 
that operating on a dirigible is much harder 
work than aeroplane radio. 
   I am very much in favor of amateur operation 
and it would burst any amateur's heart with joy 
if he could make one trip on the R-34 as a 
radio operator. 
   When I come across the pond again I shall 
expect to hear something of those radiophone 
sets you are busy on; only don't all call at once. 
 


