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   By now most of you may know that Priscilla Beauregard-KE5UES, is in Scott & 
White Hospital, in Temple.  She has undergone open-heart, triple by-pass surgery just 
days before Christmas.  At last report, she is in critical condition due to a infection that is 
not responding to medications.  She could use our prayers.  Scott & White is not giving 
out much info, so if anyone knows more, please let myself or Rick know. 
   The elections are over and we will soon have a new President taking office.  This 
election has caused a lot of hard feelings in some areas and others are happy as Jay Birds. 
On a personal note, I am thinking about a couple of back flips. 
   It's hard to talk about winter when it’s going to be in the 80’s again today, but we must 
keep in mind that the cold  is on it’s way and we need to be ready for it.  Should you be 
planning a long trip here in Texas, you should keep a couple of blankets in the car in case 
you break down out of phone range.  The nights can get pretty bad until you can get help; 
also a good flashlight and spare batteries would not take up much room.  A phone charger 
for the car is nice, even a battery that is too dead to start a car will still charge a phone.   
   In other news, if you know of anyone wishing to obtain their ham radio license, or if 
you are desiring to upgrade yours, the ARRL VEC Desk has announced that there will be 
no increase in examination fees for 2017 and no changes to any of the question pools will 
take place this year.   The next change will be for the Technician Class in January, 2018. 
   Now, before I leave you this month with my best wishes for a healthy and prosperous 
2017, I'd like to remind you not to experience any bad conditions due to moisture like our 
ancestor in the cartoon.  The same kind of 'moisture' that adversely affected our 1920's 
DX'er is no less harmful, especially when combined with driving.  Play it safe this New 
Year's Eve; if you're going to sop up 'moisture,' avoid the possibility of  'bad conditions.'   

 

Stay home and listen to the many special DX 
programs that are copiously available.  Now I 
can wish you that healthy, prosperous, and safe 
2017! 
  And be sure to join us for our first meeting of 
the new year on Tuesday, January 3rd, at 7:00 
PM at the Bell County Communications 
Center.  Hope you all get the chance to attend. 
 

73 de Terry, KF5OHR 



 
 

   "Good evening, friends of the Inner 

Sanctum. This is Raymond, your host. 

I'm glad you came tonight, because we 

have a very special guest of horror with 

us. Well, we're about to begin our story." 

 

 
 

   Inner Sanctum Mysteries, also known 
as Inner Sanctum, was a popular old-
time radio program that aired from 
January 7, 1941 to October 5, 1952 over 
the NBC-Blue Network. 
   The anthology series featured stories 
of mystery, terror and suspense, and its 
tongue-in-cheek introductions in a 
mocking sardonic voice by your host 
Raymond, with a spooky melodramatic 
organ score, punctuated Raymond's 
many morbid jokes and playful puns. Its 
campy comedy notwithstanding, the 
stories were usually effective little 
chillers, mixing horror and humor in 
equal doses. 
   Out of more than 500 programs 
broadcast, only about 200 remain in 
circulation, some of those that do remain 
can be listened to again by visiting: 
https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Inner_
Sanctum_Mysteries_Singles 
   Until next time, Pleasant dreeeeaaams, 
hmmmmm? 

 
 

January NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

January 5th:                        January 12th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN                 AD5SK 
Back-Up:  AD5SK                     KD5FJF 
 
January 19th:                      January 26th: 
Net Control:  KD5FJF               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                   KG6FUJ 
 

 
 

   Straight Key Night is held on January 
1st from 0001 - 2359 UTC on all 
authorized amateur frequencies.  For 
more information on this event, visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/straightkeynight 
 

 
 

   The Village of Salado is holding a 5K 
run dubbed, the ‘3 Kings 3 Miler’ on 
Saturday, January 7th.  The run will start 
at 8:00 AM at St. Joseph’s Church and 
then continue on along Main Street. 
   Five or six amateur radio operators are 
needed to provide logistical support 
communications along the run’s route. 
If you’d like to help out, please contact 
Robert Shoemaker-KE5WVC, by email 
at: robert1867@embarqmail.com or by 
phone at: (254) 702-8066.   
   Once complete, there will be music, 
awards, coffee, and a hot chocolate bar 
for all!  For more information on the 
event itself, please visit: 
https://runsignup.com/race/tx/salado/3kings3miler 



 
 

   Kids Day is designed to give on-the-air 
experience to youngsters and hopefully 
foster interest in getting a license of their 
own.  This month’s event is on Saturday, 
January 7th, from 1800-2359 UTC.  For 
more information on this please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day 

 

 
 

   The next meeting of the Coryell 
County Joint Communications Group, 
will be on Tuesday, January 10th, at 
11:30 AM at the Lil Tex Restaurant, 502 
South Main Street, (FM 116) in 
Copperas Cove. 
 

 
 

   The San Antonio Radio Fiesta is on 
Saturday, January 14th, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., at the Schertz Civic Center, 
1400 Schertz Pkwy, in Schertz.  Talk-In 
Frequency is 146.940(-) PL 179.9 and 
call for W5SC.  For more information, 
visit:  http://w5sc.org/ 
 

 
 

   The Cowtown Hamfest is Friday, 
January 20 from 3 PM to 7 PM and 
Saturday, January 21, 7 AM to 3 PM.  
This will be held at the Forest Hill Civic 
and Convention Center, 6901 Wichita 
Street in Forest Hill.  Talk-In frequency 
is 147.280(+) PL 110.9 and call for 
W5SJZ or K5COW. 
   For more information on this, visit: 
http://www.cowtownhamfest.com 

 
 

   Contest period is from 1800Z, Jan. 
21st to 0600Z, Jan. 22nd on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters.  Complete rules 
and further information can be found at: 
http://ncjweb.com/naqp/ 
 

 
 

   Contest period is 1900Z, Jan. 21st 
through 0359Z, Jan. 23rd on 6, 2, 1.25 
Meters and 70 Cm.  For more info visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf 
 

 
 

   Winter Field Day is much like the 
ARRL’s Field Day summer event, but 
focuses on operating in less than ideal 
conditions during the winter months, in 
the event of an emergency.  This year's  
event falls on January 28th & 29th. 
   Here locally, K5CRA in cooperation 
with the Copperas Cove Emergency 
Management, will be active as W5W 
from the Training Room of the Copperas 
Cove Central Fire Station, 415 Main 
Street, (FM 116) in Copperas Cove from 
1:00 PM the 28th, to 1:00 PM the 29th.  
If you're interested in operating, contact 
Robert KA5VVD at: 
ka5vvd@gmail.com, or Budd WB4J at: 
buddwb4j@gmail.com.  
   More information on this event is at: 
http://www.winterfieldday.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you pause to think about it, it wasn't so 
very long ago that 'crystal sets' were the 
great radio rage.  Earphones and cigar boxes 
and wires and gadgets seemed sufficient 
material from which to build a radio. 
Broadcast Magazine  -  January, 1937 
 



 
 

Radio Built in a Baby-Grand 
 

Popular Radio  -  January, 1927 
 

 
 

   This unique console contains a home-
made, six-tube, radio frequency receiver.  
The top of the piano acts as a sound 
board for the speaker mounted beneath. 

 

 
 

   I normally like to send out the 
newsletter at least a couple of days prior 
to what would be the next club meeting 
or the first of the coming month. 
However, with what will be the 
February issue of the Wavelength, I 
won't be sending it out until the late 
morning of February 2nd.  Don't panic, 
this is a little tradition I do every year at 
this time. 
 

 
 

Falls County  (Basic Spotter Training) 
Wednesday, January 25th, 6:00-8:00 PM 
at the Lott Volunteer Fire Dept., 313 
East Gassaway Avenue, in Lott. 
 

Limestone County  (Basic Spotter 

Training) Monday, January 9th, 6:00 -
8:00 PM at the Limestone County 
Courthouse, 200 West State Street, in 
Groesbeck. 
 

Milam County (Basic Spotter Training) 
Monday, January 23rd, 6:00-8:00 PM at 
the Rockdale Volunteer Fire Department 
301 North Wilcox Street, in Rockdale. 
 

Robertson County  (Basic Spotter 

Training) Monday, January 16th, 7:00 -
9:00 PM at the Franklin Volunteer Fire 
Department Station 2, 316 Glass Street, 
in Franklin. 
 

Note...  As of this writing, NWS-Austin 
has not posted any of their Skywarn 
training sessions for this year. 
 

 
 

Radio World  -  January 15, 1927 
 

 
 

   A milk bottle on top of a wooden stick 
used to hold the antenna wire, makes a 
good aerial insulator. 



 
 

150 YEARS OF CANADA! 
 

   Hams in Canada participating in this 
year's events marking Canada's 
sesquicentennial have been given the 
option to use special call sign prefixes to 
mark the occasion.  VA becomes CF; 
VE becomes CG; VO becomes CH; and 
VY becomes CI. 
   A group consisting of: V63ARJ, 
V63LSS, V63AVO, V63PBL, and 
W7AYA as V63AYA, will be active 
from Pohnpei Island, 4 - 22 January.  
QSL each via their home calls. 
   JQ6FQI will be active from Koror 
Island, Palau, 12 - 19 January as 
T88WM.  QSL via his home call. 
   F6ICX is active from Sainte Marie 
(Nosy Boraha) Island, until 4 February 
as 5R8IC.  QSL via his home call. 
   JG2MLI will be active from Showa 
Research Station, Queen Maud Land, 
Antarctica beginning 1 January until 20 
January 2018 as 8J1RL.  QSL via home 
call, LOTW or eQSL. 
   DL5XL is active from Neumayer 
Station III, Antarctica through February 
as DP1POL.  QSL via DL1ZBO. 
   H74B and H74W are active from Big 
Corn Island, Nicaragua, until 6 January. 
QSL via EA3BT. 
   K8NDS will be active from Belize 9 
January - 6 February as V31RF.  QSL 
only via eQSL. 
   HB9MFM is active from Dominica 
Island until 3 February as J79WTA. 
QSL via his home call. 
   A group will be active from The Ivory 
Coast 22 January - 2 February as 
TU5MH.  QSL via DJ5BWD. 
   Vostok Station Antarctica, is active 
until 15 February as RI1ANC.  QSL via 
RN1ON. 

   GØGSB will be active from Cyprus, 
11 - 25 January as ZC4SB.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   A group will be active from Al 
Safliyah Island, Qatar, 1 - 7 January as 
A7ØX.  QSL via MØOXO. 
   WB2TJO is active from Taveuni 
Island, Fiji until March as 3D2JS.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   JHØIXE is active from Koror Island, 
Palau until 6 January as T8CW.  QSL 
via JAØFOX. 
   JH2BNL and JI2UAY will be active 
from Efate Island, Vanuatu, 20 - 23 
January as YJØAA and YJØFM.  QSL 
via their respective home calls. 
   A group will be active from Ascension 
Island, Guaitecas Archipelago, 10 - 17 
January as XR7T.  QSL via CE3OP. 
   IK2OHG will be active from Ecuador 
until 10 January as HC2HGT.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   DL8AZ will be active from Meeru 
Island, 2 - 11 January as 8Q7AZ.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   DL1NX will be active from Iceland 
signing stroke TF, 20-26 January.  QSL 
via LotW. 
   F6ITD will be active from Desirade 
Island, 19 January - 9 March as TO7D 
and signing stroke FG.  QSL via his 
home call. 
   AA4XR will be active from Laos, as 
XW4XR, 3 - 21 January.  QSL via 
E21EIC or via LotW. 
 

 
 

   Radio Australia has announced that it 
will cease its shortwave transmissions on 
January 31st.  They report that this move 
is in line with the national broadcaster’s 
commitment to dispense with "outdated 

technology" and to expand its digital 
content offerings. 



Visiting the Copperas Cove Repeater Association - K5CRA 
 

   This past November, Your Editor had the pleasure of being invited to a meeting of the 
Copperas Cove Repeater Association, along with a tour of their repeater installation.  
Right off the top I want to start by saying that some repeater owners can be a bit touchy 
when it comes to disclosing the exact location of their repeater installation.  Such is the 
case here.  So I'll just say it's located somewhere in Copperas Cove, at an elevation of 
roughly 1,284 feet - the highest geographical location in the area, for who knows how 
many miles. 
 

 

   Each repeater is set-up for traditional FM Analog as well as C4FM Digital and will 
automatically switch to either mode, depending what you put in to the repeater.  The 
VHF repeater has an output power of 46 watts into a Diamond CP22E antenna having 6.5 
dB of gain, while the UHF repeater broadcasts at 40 watts out, into a Diamond F718A 
antenna having 11.5 dB gain.  Together, they provide excellent coverage into Bell, 
Burnet, Coryell, and Lampasas Counties as well as points beyond. 
  

 
 

   Even better... check-in to their weekly net which is held each Tuesday evening at 7:00 
p.m. on 147.260(+) PL 88.5 or depending on the particular week, on 443.325(+) PL 88.5. 

   The CCRA operates two repeaters - one on 
UHF, the other on VHF.  Both are the latest 
models of the Yaesu System Fusion DR-1X 
with each hooked up to a solar panel and a 
bank of batteries, which automatically switches 
over in the event AC power is lost for whatever 
reason.  In the event of a complete power lost 
where the AC is off-line and the batteries have 
run down, a generator is parked near by, which 
could be hooked up and providing power to the 
repeaters within minutes. 
   The installation truly is an example of 
amateur radio's motto of, "When All Else 

Fails." 

   For more information about the Copperas 
Cove Repeater Association, visit their 
website at: https://coverepeaterassociation.shutterfly.com/#  
or you can visit their Facebook page at:    
https://www.facebook.com/CopperasCoveRepeaterAs

sociation/?fref=ts or contact Robert Cathey -
KA5VVD via email at:  ka5vvd@gmail.com.  
Better yet, drop in at one of their monthly 
breakfast meetings the first Saturday of each 
month at 9:00 a.m. at the Lil Tex Restaurant, 
502 South Main Street, in Copperas Cove.   



 
 
   Overall, we are expecting a warmer and dryer than average winter across North and 
Central Texas.  This will likely reduce the number and intensity of wintry precipitation 
events.  However, it is anticipated that there will be at least one arctic outbreak, which 
could be severe.  
 

 
 
 

    Still, it is unusual not to have bouts of below normal temperatures at some point during 
the winter.  In fact, historically, this type of winter features at least one significant 
(sometimes severe) arctic outbreak, even when the winter is warm overall.  Note that this 
outlook is for a 3-month period; these 3-month averages can mask such details.   
 

 
 

of drought is likely.  Many areas have seen less than normal rainfall since the middle of 
August and this dryness may continue which may allow drought conditions to develop.  
As of this writing, much of the eastern third of Texas - including our region of Central 
Texas - is either abnormally dry, or in a moderate drought, with a small area in northeast 
Texas in a severe drought condition. 
   Elsewhere in Texas, several areas of Severe Drought were introduced in response to 
declining stock pond levels and poor grazing conditions.  Short-term dryness led to 
expansion of areas of Abnormally Dry and Moderate Drought. 

Winter Forecast 
Outlook 

   The above normal temperatures this 
winter are based on several factors.  First of 
all, there has been a trend toward warmer 
winters in the southern plains, and this is 
expected to continue.  Secondly, the North 
Pacific has been anomalously warm since 
early 2014, and this is the source region for 
many of our wintertime air masses. Finally, 
the forecast is calling for below normal 
precipitation.  This will  result in reduced 
cloud cover, which will lend toward 
warmer temperatures. 

   With warmer temperatures and reduced 
precipitation, we are likely to see fewer 
wintry precipitation events than normal.  
And when these severe arctic outbreaks 
occur, they are generally dry, without 
much wintry precipitation.  But winter 
weather doesn't have to be frequent for 
there to be one memorable event.   
   With the high confidence that below 
normal precipitation will continue 
through the winter, a re-emergence of  



 
   Normal winter fire conditions will prevail across the U.S. in January and February with 
occasional periods of increased fire activity, but these will be infrequent and difficult to 
predict accurately. 
 

 

vegetation will become very dry and conducive to fire.      
   Elevated humidity and light winds generally limit fire initiation and spread during our 
warm season.  However, the recent dry vegetation showing up is an indicate for a greater 
potential for wildfires.  On days with warm temperatures and low humidity, fire can 
initiate.  With sufficient wind speeds, this initial fire can quickly spread.  This condition 
is also largely due to long term drought that is going to be exacerbated by dry leaf litter 
falling on top of already dry fuels and also occasional dry and windy periods.  

 
30 Years Ago This Month... 

 
 

 
 

   Below normal precipitation can 
certainly increase wildfire concerns, but 
there also must be adequate fuel for any 
fire that may initiate.  Where warm 
season rainfall was abundant, there was 
also considerable vegetative growth.  
After the first killing freeze, this 
vegetation will go dormant. If there is a 
prolonged period during the winter with 
little precipitation, this dormant 

   "We predict... as the Federal budget 
squeeze catches up with the broadcasts on 
NOAA's 162 MHz weather stations, they will 
begin to pay their own way with 30 second 
commercials.  Great opportunities there for 
snow blowers, rock salt, rain wear, 
beachwear, cameras, film, swimming pools, 
sunglasses, tanning lotions, boats, and many 
other products.  If this comes to pass, please 
remember that you read it first in 
POP'COMM.  If, after a five year wait, it 
does not comes to pass, I sincerely hope that 
you tell everybody that you read all of this 
drivel in the copy of the National Enquirer 
you used for house-breaking Fido." 

 

Popular Communications  -  January, 1987 

 



 
 

Popular Communications  -  January, 1987 
 

   Don't overlook the vertical as a solution to your small lot limitations.  You may be able 
to erect one just outside the radio room window or some other location very near to the 
house or garage.  The vertical has an omni-directional horizontal sensitivity pattern and 
good low-angle vertical pick-up, the right combination for shortwave listening. 
   An answer to acceptable multi-band reception is to choose a vertical length that is  
practical and will provide good average performance over the range of bands.  
Experimentation with Shortwave Broadcast verticals indicate that a vertical cut to the 25- 
meter band was a valid compromise.  A quarter wavelength at this frequency corresponds 
to a length of 19' 10". 

 
 
 

   Ideally, they should be fanned straight out with 120° separation, as illustrated on the 
following page.  However, things do not change too much if you must go out at differing 
angles.  In fact, a serpentine arrangement of the radials can be used in a tight situation.    

A Wideband Vertical 
For A Small Lot 

   The mast consists of three sections of PVC 
piping (2", 1-1/2" and 1" ID) telescoped together 
as shown in the diagram to the right.  Such a mast 
can be lifted over a metal pole set into the ground.  
Mount this pole straight and, if a permanent 
installation is desired, it can be set in cement.  If 
the pole is set straight the plastic mast is self-
supporting.  If desired, two or three rope guys can 
be used to minimize whipping in the wind.  
Although not really necessary, they help to keep 
the pole straight up.  The other ends of the guy 
ropes can be fastened to short stakes or other 
support points such as trees or buildings.  Small 
stakes can be positioned about 10' from the mast, 
occupying little space.  Even less space is needed 
if you can bracket the mast to a building. 
   For the vertical wire antenna and ground radials, 
use #16 plastic-covered hook-up wire.  The wire is 
bared only where it connects to the two nut/bolt 
combinations that act as the coaxial line terminals, 
or feedpoint.  ( See following page )  Before the 
mast is erected the vertical wire is fastened to the 
top of the PVC mast. 
   Three resonant radials complete the basic 
antenna and are run from the bottom of the mast at 
ground level where they are fanned out and buried 
1" below the surface.  



You could run two straight radials and a then a third one in an arc to accommodate lot 
arrangement and proximity to the house.  You could also add radials to extend the 
bandwidth of the antenna.  In tests conducted, good results were obtained by adding two 
additional 19-meter radials.  Also, after some cut and try efforts, a single long radial was 
cut for 49 meters.  By using appropriate curves and serpentines you can usually confine 
your radial radius to less than fifteen if that is necessary. 

 
 

Editor's closing comments...  After finding this antenna design and looking it over, I was 
very intrigued by the simplicity of the antenna and wanted to share this with my readers.  
Seems to me, with very little imagination, this antenna could be easily improved upon.  
But that's for you, the readers. 

   For weatherizing, use silicon sealer where the 
inner conductor of the coaxial line leaves the braid 
to prevent moisture from entering the line and on 
all the exposed metallic surfaces to hold off early 
rusting. 
 

 
Feedpoint arrangement and radial collection 

 

   This vertical antenna installation, in comparison 
with a number of reference antennas, indicated 
good performance on 19 through 49 meters.  
Results were fair on 13, 16 and 60 meters and fair 
to poor on the remaining tropical bands of 120, 90, 
75 and 60 meters.  Quite a good performer for a 
tight space and a simple antenna. 



The Future of Radio 
 

Editor's Introduction...  It's always fun to look over future predictions, and then in the future, to look back 

at what was predicted and what came about - or didn't. This article from 'Media Life Magazine' lists some 

of the most important changes prophesized to come over the next decade, by various media analysts and 

forecasters in the radio broadcast industry.   
 

   Of all media, radio will undergo the most dramatic change in the coming decade, and 
these changes will radically transform the industry.  Here are some of the most important 
of those changes, forecast to come... 
 

   The collapse of Big Radio...  Radio is a local medium and is most efficiently managed 
locally.  Large players may reap efficiencies of scale but are very difficult to manage. 
Cases in point:  IHeart and Cumulus, the two largest, are struggling under debt and are on 
the verge of collapse.  They will be broken up and their stations will be sold off to small, 
locally managed radio operators. 
   A renaissance of local radio...  driven by market forces, and consumer demand, radio 
will offer true community engagement with local on-air talent and events.  

 
 

   Radio stations can post video on their websites, and they can expand their news to 
compete with both newspapers and local TV.  TV can broadcast audio, challenging radio, 
and expand its news coverage, challenging the local newspaper.  Local papers can expand 
into audio and promote morning and evening newscasts. 
   A revolution in radio content...  Radio is now mostly music with some talk.  Radio 
has the potential to be so much more—in some regards to return to what radio was before 
the advent of television, as a medium for story telling that in many ways, is far more 
compelling than video. 
   A transformation of the industry...  The radio industry has been hugely resistant to 
digital, rejecting the likes of Pandora and Spotify as not really radio.  Radio at some point 
must step forward and claim ownership of the whole lot of it, traditional radio, digital 
radio, satellite, podcasting.  If it goes into your ear, and it’s not a pencil, it’s radio. 
   An opportunity for radio to grab a larger share of consumers’ time and attention. 
The mobile phone has freed Americans from having to be in a particular place to stay in 
touch. But is has also freed us as media consumers from the couch and the TV set.  Radio 
is a mobile medium.  The more mobile our society gets, the greater the opportunity for 
radio to become the medium of choice.  

   Radio will go entirely digital...  The radio 
industry was built around a technology that’s 
a century old.  Radio will chuck all that 
technology—towers and transmitters—in 
favor of sending content over the internet, at 
huge costs savings and unimagined 
efficiencies. 
   The merging of radio, TV and news 
under single operators...  What separated 
newspapers, television and radio all these 
years were their different technologies.  With 
digital, they now share one technology. 



 
 
   Normally we recognize the pioneers of wireless communications who facilitated the 
development of radio.  We don’t normally recognize people who went and smashed radio 
equipment with an ax.  But we make an exception in the case of a forgotten heroine of the 
First World War, Miss Marie Louise Gombier, a Belgian girl who bravely did her part to 
free her country from its German invaders. 
 

 

   At the conclusion of the war, Miss Gombier traveled to America in 1919, and later 
became a U.S. citizen in 1925.  Miss Gombier was reported as being 21 years old at the  
time of her arrival in New York, meaning that she would have been about 16 at the time 
she smashed the radio. 
 

 

Marie Louise Gombier 
Belgian Heroine 

   At the start of the war, two days before the Germans 
took Brussels, Miss Gombier along with two other girls 
escaped from a convent and fled to her father’s home at 
Dickenbusch Farm (Dikkebus) near Brussels.  
Unbeknownst to her, a German officer was billeted 
there, and there was also a German wireless station 
installed there. 
   She awaited an opportunity to slip into the room with 
the wireless, and did so when the German soldiers had 
left it unattended.  With a shoe, she managed to put the 
station out of commission, but repairs were effected 
within 48 hours. 
   Undaunted, she awaited another opportunity, which 
presented itself a few days later.  Acting under direction 
of Belgian military authorities, she returned with an ax 
and completely destroyed the station.  Unfortunately, the 
commotion didn’t escape the attention of the German 
soldiers, who caught her in the act.  She was taken 
before the commanding officer, who ordered that she be 
shot as a spy. 
   Fortunately, the officer billeted in the house intervened 
and commuted the sentence to imprisonment.  She was 
imprisoned, but managed to escape five weeks later.  
She worked her way to the British lines, and attached 
herself to a Canadian unit, where she worked as a nurse 
until the end of the war. 
   For her actions, Miss Gombier was awarded the Croix 
de Guerre with two palms by the Belgian government - 
which you can see she is wearing, in the photo.   


