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The Central Texas Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 

Bell County Communications Center, 708 West Avenue O, in Belton 
 

 

Terry Evans,  KF5OHR 

 
   Right off the top, I want to extend a warm welcome to Jeff Thompson - KI5BFV, and 
John Walker - KG5YTQ, both of whom joined our club at our last meeting.  Thanks for 
joining and it's good to have you! 
   We're now just about five weeks away from HamExpo.  If you've never attended 
HamExpo, it's kinda like a county fair for ham radio operators, only without the rides and 
cotton candy.  Many people will be studying to obtain or upgrade their amateur radio 
license.  When once the virus has been absorbed, the attraction of radio is irresistible and 
the joy of personally getting on the ether is far too great for adequate expression. 
   If you fall into one of these categories, I'd like to offer a few points on studying for 
your license.  You have to be a "plugger" and be perfectly content to sit alone for long 
periods and study.  Be a person who burns with the desire to learn and not one who must 
have everything knocked into him with a mallet.   
   If there is that earnest desire to succeed through persistent effort, and if you are 
naturally intelligent and responsive to learning, you will succeed.  But don't rely on desire 
alone; commit yourself to studying to achieve the goal.   
   Equally, don't waste your energies trying to fight something that does not exist; such as  
worry, or fear.  Especially fear of those who will be grading your test.  The greatest fear 
that the examiners have, is telling someone that they did not pass their test.  The 
Volunteer Examiners are on your side.   
   The proper attitude is to entirely eliminate all the extraneous disturbing factors and 
render a perfect concentration possible.  Center your mind about nothing else.  Sit down 
quietly before your study materials, and try to free yourself of all excitement. Then take 
your test, and I'll see you on the air! 
 

 

   School is now back in session, so hang up the mic and 
exercise additional caution while driving in the school 
zones. 
   And with that, I hope to see you all at our next club 
meeting which will be on Tuesday, September 4th, at 7:00 
PM at the Bell County Communications Center. 
 
73, Terry - KF5OHR 



 
 

   "As the early-morning bugle-call of 

covered wagon trains fades away among 

the echoes, another true Death Valley 

Days story is presented for your 

entertainment by the Pacific Coast 

Borax Company, producers of that 

famous family of products – 20 Mule 

Team Borax, 20 Mule Team Borax Soap 

Chips and Boraxo." 
 

 
 

Death Valley Days radio's first Western, 
was broadcast over several networks 
from September 30, 1930, to September 
14, 1951.  
   The show was one of radio's earliest 
and longest lasting programs, 
dramatizing pioneer life in the United 
States.  The program has been described 
as the most successful of the early 
western dramas and was said to present 
true stories of the old West.  Death 

Valley Days was recommended by 
teachers to their students wherever it was 
heard to supplement their studies at 
school and won awards from the 
Governors of California, Nevada, and 
Utah and historical societies including 
the Native Daughters of the Golden 
West, and from the University of 
Washington.  
   Sadly, despite its successful 21-year 
run, very few episodes have survived the 
ages.  Those that have can be listened to 
again by visiting:  
https://archive.org/details/Death_Valley_Days 

 
 

September NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

September 6th:               September 13th: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN                W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    KD5FJF 
 

September 20th:             September 27th: 
Net Control:  KD5FJF               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                     AD5SK 
 

 
 

   Contest period is from 1800Z, Sept. 
8th to 0300Z, Sept. 10th, on all 
authorized amateur frequencies of 50 
MHz and up. For complete information 
on this event, please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf 
 

 
 

   The next meeting of the Coryell 
County Joint Comm Group will be on 
Tuesday, September 12th, at 11:30 AM 
at the Main Street Annex, 800 East Main 
Street, Suite A, in Gatesville. 
 

 
 

   This new operating event is an effort to 
promote a renaissance of Amateur Radio 
clubs on college and university 
campuses.  Contest period is from 
Saturday, September 15, at 0000 UTC 
until Sunday, September 16, at 2359 
UTC.  
   More info and rules can be found at: 
http://www.gatorradio.org/collegiate.html 



National EAS Test 
 

 
 

   This year's Emergency Alert System 
test will take place on Thursday, 
September 20th.  First, at 1:18 p.m. 
CDT, FEMA will send a WEA test 
message to WEA capable wireless 
devices throughout the entire United 
States and territories.     
   Immediately following the WEA test, 
at 1:20 p.m. CDT, FEMA will conduct a 
live test of the EAS across radio and TV 
broadcast networks.   

 

 
 

   Hosted by DX Engineering and 
FlexRadio Systems, this is a real VHF 
Enthusiast Convention, along with some 
BBQ.  The event will take place at the 
Lone Star Court, 10901 Domain Dr., in 
Austin, Friday September 21st afternoon 
and evening for a meet-n-greet, with the 
main event happening Saturday, on 
September 22nd from 9:00am to 
5:00pm. 
   Pre-registration is required if you're 
going to attend.  For more information, 
visit: https://www.sixmeterbbq.com/ 

 

 
 

   Sponsored by the Northwest Amateur 
Radio Society - W5NC - to encourage 
contacts between Texas amateur radio 
operators and amateur radio operators 
throughout the world.   
   Operating times are from 1400Z, 
September 29th to 0200Z, and again 
from 1400Z to 2000Z on the 30th. 
   For more info, visit: http://txqp.net/ 

The figure of Radio 
 

The Wireless Age  -  September, 1918 
 

   This expression in bronze by Edward 
Field Sanford, Jr., of wildly onward 
rushing electrical waves.  The statue was 
executed for a close friend of the 
sculptor. 
 

 
 

   Rushing through space with an 
unearthly wind blowing her hair 
backward, and with every line eloquent 
of arrow-like speed.  Surrounding her is 
a circular halo, or ring, symbol of 
infinity and suggesting all the circular 
forms so common in radio apparatus.  
The coil, the winding, the rotary gap and 
the dynamo all contain the circle.  All of 
these are closely associated with radio 
methods.  
 

   ( The where-abouts of the statue today 

are unknown.  -Ed. ) 



 
 

WRSE sets Guinness Record 
 

   Elmhurst College radio station WRSE, 
decided to do a radio talk show.  A very 
long radio talk show.  A Guinness World 
Record-setting radio talk show. 
    Armed with a five-page list of 
discussion topics, board games, and 
endless cups of coffee, the station set out 
to set the record for the World's Longest 
Marathon Radio Talk Show.  The 
previous record at that point, was set in 
Jordan in 2014, and was 60 hours, 52 
minutes and 8 seconds. 
   When they finally signed-off, they'd 
been on the air for 66 hours, 45 minutes 
and 59 seconds.  They had unofficially 
broken the world record.  Now Guinness 
must review the evidence that the 
students submitted about their effort. 
 

An Amateur At The Helm 
 

 
 

   Vice Admiral Charles A. Richard took 
over as Commander of U.S. Naval 
Submarine Forces, during a change of 
command ceremony held this past 
August 4th. 
   Perhaps some of you might know him 
on the air as, "Chas" - W4HFZ. 

WWFD becomes first all-digital 
AM radio station in the U.S. 

 

   This past July 16th, regular listeners to 
station WWFD (820 AM) in Frederick, 
Maryland, might have turned on their 
radio and been greeted by only static, as 
WWFD became the first full-time, all-
digital, AM radio station in the United 
States.  (So my question is, who would be 

listening?  -Ed.) 
 

Technicians:  Interested in 
Upgrading to General Class? 

 

   HamExpo is just a handful of weeks 
away, and will have a VE Test Session.  
If you're a Technician interested in 
upgrading to General Class, there are a 
set of three videos available on YouTube 
to help study for your exam. 
   The videos are presented by David 
Holiman, KD5YDU, and each is a little 
over 2 hours in length.  You can find 
view them at: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search
_query=ham+radio+2.0+episode+66 
 

 
 

   Seven candidates stepped up to take 
their amateur radio exam at the August 
4th VE test session in Temple, and 
everybody got to home with something. 
   The test session resulted in 4 new 
Technician Class licensee's and 3 new 
General Class licensee's, including our 
newest member Jeff Thompson, who can 
now be heard as KI5BFV. 

 
 
 
 
 

"What makes the cat's whiskers bristle 
with genuine disgust, are those fellows 
who imagine that radio is only a passing 
fad.  That's what they said about autos 
not so very long ago."   
Radio Topics  -  September, 1923 



 
 

   LZ1GC will be active as 5WØGC, 
from Samoa, 28 September - 14 October. 
QSL via his home call. 
   A group will be active from Rwanda, 
as 9XØT between September 27th and 
October 10th.  QSL via I2YSB. 
   A group will be active from Christmas 
Island, 29 September - 6 October as 
VK9XT.  QSL as directed. 
   IW5ELA will be active as 7Q7ELA 
from Malawi, 17 - 26 September.  QSL 
via his home call or via email request to: 
iw5ela@gmail.com 
   A group will be active as EXØPL 
from Kyrgyzstan, 1 - 10 Sept.  QSL via 
SP9KAT. 
   VE2DX will be active from Iceland 
signing stroke TF, 2 - 15 Sept.  QSL via 
his home call or LotW, or eQSL. 
   PA3HGT will be active from 
Mauritius signing stroke 3B8, 4 - 24 
Sept.  QSL via his home call. 
   DL2AH will be active from Christmas 
Island as T32AH, 12 - 30 Sept.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   HA5AO will be active from eSwatini, 
formerly Swaziland, as 3DAØAO, 15 - 
28 Sept.  QSL via his home call. 
   DJ2AX will be active from Svalbard 
signing stroke JW, 20 - 25 Sept.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   K7TRB is active as 4W6VA from 
Timor Leste, until September 15.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   A group will be active from the 
Mayotte Islands, 21 Sep - 6 Oct as  
TO6OK.  QSL via OK6DJ. 
   HA3JB will be active as 8Q7IP from 
Maldive Islands, 19 - 30 September.  
QSL via his home call. 
   OE3DEC will be active as 8Q7EC 
from Biyadhoo Island, Maldive Islands, 
14 - 23 September.  QSL via his home 
call. 

 
   Special Event Station GB2HCC will 
be active Sep. 8 - 9 from Highclere 
Castle, England.  QSL via GØWYD. 
   JAØJHQ is active as T88PB from 
Palau, until September 3. QSL via his 
home call. 
   SP5APW will be active as 3W9JK  
from Vietnam 15 - 27 September.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   Special Event Station SX1ØHF is 
active from Greece, until September 8.  
QSL direct. 
   VE6CMV will be active as VO2VC 
from Labrador, Sep. 27 - Oct. 4.  QSL 
via his home call. 
   A group is active from Morocco as 
5E5A until September 3.  QSL via 
EA7FTR. 
   DJØTP is active signing stroke TK  
from Corsica until 10 September.  QSL 
via LotW, or his home call. 
   WBØTEV will be active as V31VP 
from Belize, 27 Sep. - 2 Oct.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   OV2T and 5Q7DX, will be active 
from Denmark, 14 - 21 Sep.  QSL OV2T 
via PAØABM, and 5Q7DX via 
PA7JWC. 
   Special event station, GB4GCT will 
be active from Greenham Common 
Control Tower, West Berkshire, between 
September 7 - 9.  QSL direct. 
   F6HMJ is active signing stroke SV8 
from Ios Island until September 6th. 
QSL via his home call. 
   9A6DR is active from Kolocep Island 
until October 20.  QSL via his home 
callsign. 
   K5SL will be active signing stroke 
PJ7 from Sint Maartin, September 8th - 
15th.  QSL via his home call. 
   HGØR is active signing stroke FG  
from Guadeloupe, until 7 September.  
QSL via HAØNAR. 



 
 
   The Earth’s orbit around the sun – and the tilt on its axis – are bringing us to a place in 
time and space where our world’s Northern Hemisphere will have the Autumnal 
Equinox.  For those of us here in Central Texas, the Autumnal Equinox, bringing the first 
day of Fall, will be on Saturday, September 22nd, at 8:54 PM CDT. 
 

 
 

Equal chances (EC) are forecast in those areas where the likelihood of seasonal mean 
temperatures are expected to be similar to climatological probabilities. 
   The active monsoon produced rainfall amounts of nearly 400% above average across 
portions of Arizona and southern Nevada.  East of the Divide, below average amounts 
extended from central New Mexico east across Texas.  A humid weather pattern is 
expected to remain dominant and provide better rain chances for West Texas through 
most of the outlook period. 
 

 
 

pattern into fall could be a reason for some concern.  Currently, a wetter pattern is 
expected to return later this year. 
   Equal chances (EC) are forecast in areas where the likelihood of seasonal accumulated 
precipitation amounts are expected to be similar to climatological probabilities. 
   Over-all, most of the country will experience average rainfall amounts for the season, 
while the Northwest can expect below-average rainfall, & the Southwest, above average.  

Fall Forecast 
Outlook 

   Preexisting ENSO neutral conditions in the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean are expected to 
continue to warm into an El Niño through 
fall.  Above normal temperatures are favored 
for much of the country during the outlook 
period, except for Florida, Alabama and 
Georgia which are forecast to experience 
average seasonal Fall temperatures.  The El 
Niño development is a factor in the 
temperature outlook.  

   Consequently, ignition potential and 
fire danger should overall remain at 
average to below average levels.  In 
between the moist southeast and a 
wetter / humid west, a drier trend is 
seen to likely emerge across eastern 
Texas, and Arkansas and northwestern 
Louisiana.   
   While humid conditions are expected 
to mitigate significant fire occurrence, a 
prominent continuation of the drier  



   Drought expanded its grip in the northwestern states as its coverage expanded and 
intensified.  Moderate to severe drought conditions have developed across a majority of 
Oregon and western Washington.  Nearly the entire Great Basin, California, and the 
Southwest remained under drought.   
 

 

   Drought conditions remain in place across the central Great Plains but showed some 
decrease in severity.  The East was largely free of drought except across New England 
and portions of Michigan. 
   The Fall period is a season of change for significant wildland fire potential.  September 
will continue to find the upper Northwest, western Nevada and most of California 
experiencing above normal wildland fire potential.  During October, this will greatly 
change to where only central Montana and the vast majority of California will experience 
above normal wildland fire potential.  During November it is expected the only areas to 
experience above normal wildland fire potential, will be parts of Central California and 
its western coastal region. 
 

 
 

Areas not mentioned above can expect Normal significant wildland fire potential during 
the outlook period.  
   Tropical Outlook...  NOAA's most recent Atlantic Hurricane Season Forecast is now 
calling for a below average season, with fewer named storm systems expected.  This is a 
result of warmer Pacific waters with the development of an El Niño; cooler than average 
Atlantic waters; upper level wind shear and the contributions made by the Saharan dust 
storms.  NOAA forecasters are now calling for 9 to 13 named storms, of which 4 to 7 will 
strengthen into hurricanes.  Of those storms, there may be up to 2 major hurricanes.  The 
peak of the Atlantic Hurricane Season, will be on September 10th. 

The monsoon brought minor relief to 
portions of the Southwest while slight 
intensification have occurred across 
northwestern Colorado and northeastern 
Utah.  Coastal areas of Texas and the Texas 
Panhandle show slight drought relief; 
however, the interior of the state saw areas 
of rapid drought intensification due to the 
frequent presence of a very hot and dry 
ridge of high pressure over the state.   

   Below Normal significant wildland fire 
potential is expected across most areas east 
of the Mississippi River and across areas 
east of the Appalachian Mountains and 
Florida.   The areas of Below Normal 
significant wildland fire potential will 
expand to include areas along the Gulf 
Coast in October.  Nearly half of the 
southern tier of the country will experience 
below normal wildland fire expectations by 
November.   



 
 

WWV & WWVH May Go Silent 
 

   The National Institute of Standards and Technology (...previously known as the 

National Bureau of Standards...) has submitted their 2019 budget request, which would 
include the shutting down of NIST radio stations WWV in Colorado and WWVH in 
Hawaii.  Radio amateurs, HF listeners, and others around the world routinely make use of 
the time and frequency standard signals, which also include propagation information, 
broadcast by these stations.  NIST said eliminating the funding of these stations would 
save the agency $6.3 million. 
 

 
 

 

   WWV accepts reception reports from listeners and provides a QSL card in response to 
those reports.  You can send your reception reports to:  National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Radio Station WWV, 2000 East County Road 58, Fort Collins, 
Colorado, 80524. 
 

 
 

 

   Reception reports may be sent to the National Institute of Standards and Technology, 
Radio Station WWVH, Post Office Box 417, Kekaha, Hawaii 96752.  They too, respond 
in kind with a colorful QSL card. 
   Let’s hope, somehow, this budget cut does not come to fruition.  To terminate these 
valuable public services would not be in the public interest, especially in today's world 
where $6.3M won’t even buy you an Air Force toilet seat.  But just in case, get 'em 
before they're gone. 

   WWV is the oldest continuously-operating 
radio station in the United States, first going on 
the air in May of 1920.  Located in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, it transmits on 2.5, 5, 10, 15 
and 20 MHz.  It previously additionally 
transmitted on 25 MHZ, but this service ended 
in 2014. 
   The station identifies on the hour and the half 
hour, in a male voice, and is believed to be that 
of Don Elliot, the station’s original announcer.   

   The sister-station to WWV, is station 
WWVH, located in Kekaha, on the island of 
Kauai, in Hawaii.  It began operation on 
November 22, 1948 and has a similar format  
broadcasting on 2.5, 5, 10, and 15 MHz.  The 
station identifies at 29 and 59 minutes past the 
hour, in a female voice, using the voice of its 
original announcer, Jane Barbe, although the 
digital storage device has made her voice 
sound slightly different.   



 
 
   Early radio station studios of the 1920's were elaborate affairs, having velvet hangings, 
deep, rich rugs, Baby Grand pianos, pipe organs, period furniture and a general air of 
elegance requiring a staff of 10 to 35 people.  The first broadcast station in Memphis, 
Tennessee - WPO - had none of these things.  It was located in a stock room of the 
wholesale accessory house which provided the broadcasting set in return for publicity. 
   There was no rug on the floor, nor velvet hangings.  All it had was a counter upon 
which the broadcasting set stood, an upright piano, a phonograph and a big horn.  
Sometimes they had enough chairs to seat all the people who were kind enough to come 
up and appear on their programs, but more often it didn't and only had a staff of two. 
   Gwen Wagner was radio editor, program director, studio manager, chief announcer and 
general roustabout for the station.  Her only assistant was a young man by the name of 
Percy Root, who took care of the mechanical end of the station at night and, during the 
day, worked at something else. 
 

 

 
   Try as it would, there was no way to stem the tide of artists that was constantly flowing 
to other stations.  WPO closed a few days before Christmas, 1922 after only nine months 
on the air.  Few knew when the station closed and still fewer cared. 
   Gwen said she wanted to give some reason for leaving the air and to tell their listeners 
(granting that they still had any), that we would be with them no longer.  But the owners  
did not want that.  She was instructed to continue the final program in the usual manner, 
sign off in the ordinary way, and then simply cease to broadcast. 
   Just the same, Gwen said years later, "When I go into the beautiful studios that they 
have today I am not ashamed of that first station of ours.  I am as proud of it now as I 
used to be when I would take the microphone in my hand and tell that part of the world 
that was able to get us, that radio station WPO was broadcasting." 

Gwen Wagner 
"general roust-about for station WPO" 

   During the day, she worked as reporter on 
the newspaper which sponsored the station.  
In addition to her general assignments, she 
wrote all the material for the radio column, 
engaged the radio artists and arranged the 
programs and at night went out to the studio 
and broadcast.  She became the second 
woman announcer in the United States and 
the only one in the South. 
   She once said, "If any present-day radio 
station would dare broadcast the programs 
that we used then, it would be run off the air 
in a week.  I do not mean that we did not 
have any good talent. We did, but, as is often 
the case, what we had was good but there 
didn't seem to be enough of it." 
 



Guarding the Ether During World War I 

Radio Amateur News  -  September, 1919 
 

   Editor's Introduction...  During the hostilities of World War I, amateur radio operators 

in the U.S. weren't just ordered off the air, but were additionally ordered to lower their 

antenna's and dismantle their station equipment so as to render it inoperable. 
 

   From April 3, 1917, until November 11, 1918, specially trained Naval radio operators, 
were constantly on watch at listening stations erected in various parts of the United States 
for the purpose of carefully listening to all radio activity, and all signals which could not 
be readily identified by Naval communication experts as the official transmission of 
Allied radio stations were immediately investigated and traced to their source of origin. A 
regular department was established which worked in cooperation with all United States 
Naval radio stations in the country.  Operators at the listening stations soon became 
experienced in recognizing allied from enemy radio transmissions. 

 

It must be understood, however, that very few radio compass directions were ever so 
accurate as to give the exact spot from which signals emanate, but it does give the 
location within a mile.  It is then a comparatively easy matter to search the particular 
neighborhood given by the direction finder and investigate any suspicious-looking 
overhead wires which might be employed for transmission.  
    It is surprising to what lengths young men of a playful turn of mind went in using 
substitute antenna; some of these were unused telephone wires, clothes-lines where the 
rope had been substituted with flexible stranded wire, insulated iron fence, chicken 
netting, etc.   
   After the executive order had been sent out by the authorities instructing all amateurs 
and private owners to dismantle their radio apparatus and store them away, many, being 

    That new and valuable aid to navigation - the Radio 
Compass - played an important part in this work of 
investigating illegal radio activity.  It was owing to the 
timely necessity of having a reliable means of 
ascertaining the direction of strange signals that the 
Navy Department developed the radio compass to its 
present stage of efficiency.  The manner of operation 
was simple; as soon as a listening operator became 
suspicious of a certain signal or spark, he immediately 
communicated the fact to the radio compass operators 
stationed at various points of the district in such 
locations as to form a triangle, and they in turn secured 
the approximate location of the suspicious signal by 
plotting a point at the line of intersection resulting from 
the three different directions secured by each of the three 
radio compass operators forming the triangle. 
    After having ascertained the approximated position of 
a strange or suspicious signal, Naval investigators would 
immediately reach the spot in fast automobiles.   



of a perverse turn of mind, attempted to see for themselves just how far the Government 
officials were prepared to locate those who had failed to comply with instructions by 
persisting in sending to each other, sometimes using prearranged call letters not known to 
anyone else.   
   Much to their surprise, however, they were soon located by the investigators, who, 
would be on the spot in a very short time, and having discovered them, would confiscate 
their complete installations as well as give them a good scare, inferring what might befall 
them and their friends were they ever heard from again by radio until after the cessation 
of hostilities.  While some of these boys did not exactly act as all law-abiding citizens 
should, their number was very small indeed as compared to the large body of amateurs in 
the country.  
 

 
 

secret receiving or sending apparatus.  In this way, many innocent-looking telephone and 
telegraph wires were often found to lead to elaborate and very business-like receiving 
outfits.  One interesting case in particular was that of two young electrical engineers who 
had cleverly installed an antenna made from very fine enamel wires which circled two 
high apartment houses in such a manner as to be practically invisible and making it 
impossible for anyone to detect it.  
    Eventually the wire was accidentally discovered by an electrician who was repairing 
the electric bell system of the house and reported his find to the authorities.  Investigators 
found a complete long-distance receiving set installed on a table and along with it, an 
accurate log of the signals transmitted by European stations.   
    It must be said in fairness to the amateurs in general, that incidents of willful and 
deliberate attempts to engage in illegal radio activities were small compared to that large 
body of men.  As a matter of fact, the greater part of these young men immediately 
enlisted at the entry of the United States in the war, in either the Army or the Navy, to 
serve their country in the best way known to them, making use of the practice and 
experience gained while amateur radio operators. 

    Under these circumstances, and by giving 
wide publicity in the press to the cases 
detected, it was comparatively a short time 
before all radio stations not under the direct 
supervision of the Army or Navy had been 
effectively dismantled and closed for the 
duration of the war.  Running down receiving 
stations, however, was not so easily 
accomplished since there was little external 
evidence of anyone doing this, the only 
possible clues being in the accidental discovery 
of a secret antenna. 
    For a considerable period of time trained 
observers, many of them former amateurs who 
were familiar with the various tricks anyone 
might resort to, were constantly traveling about 
the country on the lookout for any indication of  


