
 
January                                                                                                                                                                         2019 

* * * Due to the New Year Holiday falling on Tuesday, January 1st, * * * 
* * * our club meeting will be on Wednesday, January 2nd, at 7:00 PM at the * * * 

* * * Bell County Communications Center, 708 West Avenue O, in Belton * * * 
 

 

Terry Evans,  KF5OHR 

 

   Every year at this time of year, they gather together, much like Punxsutawney Phil's 
Inner Circle, only without the trench coats and top hats.   This group of gatherers is 
known as The Consultants, who trek across the country visiting dozens of radio stations,  
meeting with weekend DJs, CEOs and everyone in between.  The Consultants see what’s 
happening in the trenches of radio from coast-to-coast.  Then, rather than looking for 
their shadow, they gaze into their crystal ball and make their predictions as to the future 
of radio for the coming year. 
   Without exception, The Consultants believe the importance of personalities in radio 
will increase during the coming year.  The future of radio is talent, they say, talent is the 
great distinguisher.  Though they caution, if we in radio over-react to in-the-moment 
ratings, or if we choke down too much farther on opportunities for people to get into 
radio and on the air, we won’t have enough personalities to fill the pipeline. 
   Many believe that centralization of operations will become more common, moving day-
to-day operations of some stations outside of their home markets.  All of The Consultants 
expect that time spent listening to audio on mobile devices will continue to increase in 
2019, representing both an opportunity and a challenge for radio. 
   Most of The Consultants predict that the growth of smart speakers will cause an 
increase in time spent listening to radio.  But, they warn, stations will have to do a better 
job of marketing these devices to their audiences. 
   Finally, The Consultants were asked if the radio industry might start to re-brand itself 
as “audio” verses “radio”.  Most didn’t think so, at least not yet.  In summary they said,  
“Broadcasters who realize the future is in content, not towers, will be the survivors.”   
 

 

 

   No doubt about it, radio will face some 
challenges in the year ahead.  Still, these 
predictions include reason for optimism, 
especially for those of us directly in radio. 
   With that, I hope you'll start the new year off 
right and attend our next club meeting, which 
will be on Wednesday, January 2nd, at the Bell 
County Communications Center at 7:00 PM. 
 
73, Terry - KF5OHR 

 



 
 

   "The Black Museum... a repository of 

death.  Here in the grim stone structure 

on the Thames which houses Scotland 

Yard is a warehouse of homicide, where 

everyday objects... a woman’s shoe, a 

tiny white box, a quilted robe... all are 

touched by murder." 
 

 
 

   The Black Museum was based on 
real life cases from the files of Scotland 
Yard and was broadcast in the United 
States from January 1, 1952 to 
December 31, 1952, over the Mutual 
Network. 
   Narrated by Orson Welles, the show 
told the stories of horror and mystery, 
based on Scotland Yard's collection of 
murder weapons and various ordinary 
objects once associated with historical 
true crime cases.  In each episode, Orson 
Welles would walk through the museum, 
pick up one of its objects and tell its 
murderous horrific story. 
   At the conclusion of each episode, 
Orson Welles would sign off with his 
well known moniker, "remaining 
obediently yours." 
   Scotland Yard's Black Museum (aka 
Crime Museum) in London, where crime 
artifacts are stored, is the largest and 
oldest museum of its type.  Although it 
is not open to the public, we can get a 
glimpse of what lays inside The Black 

Museum by visiting: 
https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Black_Museum_Singles 

 
 

January NCS & Back-Up NCS Schedule 
 

January 3rd:                        January 10th: 
Net Control:  AD5SK                 W5VEX 
Back-Up:  W5VEX                    KD5FJF 
 

January 17th:                      January 24th: 
Net Control:  KD5FJF               K6WXA 
Back-Up:  K6WXA                    KE5ISN 
 

January 31st: 
Net Control:  KE5ISN 

Back-Up:  AD5SK 
 

 
 

   Straight Key Night is held on January 
1st from 0001 - 2359 UTC on all 
authorized amateur frequencies.  For 
more information on this event, visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/straightkeynight 
 

 
 

   Kids Day is designed to give on-the-air 
experience to youngsters and hopefully 
foster interest in getting a license of their 
own.  This month’s event is on Saturday, 
January 5th, from 1800-2359 UTC.  For 
more information on this please visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day 
 

 
 

   The next meeting of the Coryell 
County Joint Communications Group, 
will be on Tuesday, January 8th, at 
11:30 AM at the Lil Tex Restaurant, 502 
South Main Street, in Copperas Cove. 



 
 

   The San Antonio Radio Fiesta is on 
Saturday, January 12th, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., at the Schertz Civic Center, 
1400 Schertz Pkwy, in Schertz.  Talk-In 
Frequency is 146.940(-) PL 179.9 and 
call for W5SC.  For more information, 
visit: http://w5sc.org/ 
 

 
 

   The Cowtown Hamfest is Friday, 
January 18 from 3 PM to 7 PM and 
Saturday, January 19, 7 AM to 3 PM. 
This will be held at the Forest Hill Civic 
and Convention Center, 6901 Wichita 
Street in Forest Hill.  Talk-In frequency 
is 147.280(+) PL 110.9 and call for 
W5SJZ or K5COW. 
   For more information on this, visit: 
http://www.cowtownhamfest.com 
 

 
 

   Contest period is from 1800Z, Jan. 
19th to 0600Z, Jan. 20th on 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15 and 10 Meters.  Complete rules 
and further information can be found at: 
http://ncjweb.com/naqp/ 
 

 
 

   Contest period is 1900Z, Jan. 19th 
through 0359Z, Jan. 21st on 6, 2, 1.25 
Meters and 70 Cm.  For more info visit: 
http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   Winter Field Day is much like the 
ARRL’s Field Day summer event, but 
focuses on operating in less than ideal 
conditions during the winter months, in 
the event of an emergency.  This year's 
event falls on January 26th & 27th. 
   For more information on this event, 
visit:  https://www.winterfieldday.com/ 
 

 
 

   I normally send out the newsletter at 
least a couple of days prior to the first of 
the month.  However, with what will be 
the February issue of the Wavelength, I 
won't be sending it out until the late 
morning of February 2nd. 
 

 
 

   Jay Urish-W5GM, will not be running 
for another term as our Section Manager 
for North Texas.  Steven Smith-KG5VK 
and Kenneth Mitchell-KD2KW, are now 
running for the position and ballots will 
be mailed out to ARRL members in the 
section on January 3rd.  

 

 
 

   Radio Hargeisa in Somaliland has been 
heard on 7.120 MHz, while Radio 
Eritrea has been reported on 7.140 and 
7.180 MHz.  Radio Sudan has been 
transmitting on 7.205 MHz.  In addition, 
a Russian military signal was observed 
on 7.179 MHz and a Russian over-the-
horizon radar has been heard on 14.335 
– 14.348 MHz. 

"Keep your brain active every minute of 
your waking hours so that you will 
recognize opportunity when it comes."    
The Wireless Age  -  January, 1914 



 
 

Embracing Change Is Important To Radio’s Future 
 

Steve Wexler  -  Chairman, Wisconsin Broadcasters Association 

 
   Robert Kennedy once said, “Twenty percent of the people will be against anything.”  
Baseball great Casey Stengel once said, “The secret of managing is to keep the guys who 
hate you away from the guys who are undecided.”  Casey and Kennedy were on to 
something! 
   During times of continuous change, people quickly align themselves into one of three 
camps:  The first group, typically about 20% of the group, embraces change.  They are 
immediately energized and excited about change — sometimes before they even know 
everything about it.  They are innately curious and ready to challenge the status quo.  The 
second group is a tougher audience.  Fifty percent of people will sit on the fence.  They’ll 
ask questions.  They’ll get together in small groups to decide whether they like the 
change or not.  They’ll withhold judgment on the change.  At times, they’ll 
simultaneously endorse the change (“This is great. I’m so glad we’re finally doing this 
differently”) … but they privately work to destroy it (“I can’t believe we’re doing this. 
It’ll never work.”)  The good news: This 50 percent eventually will take sides, depending 
on which way the wind is blowing.  The third group, call it 30%, are active change 
resisters.  They hate change.  They love the status quo.  They work over-time to protect 
their job, their turf and their way of doing things.  The moment they sniff change in the 
wind, they click into gear to over-turn it and even sabotage it. 
   Most of us make the mistake of trying to romance that stubborn 30% who hate change, 
hoping we can turn them into change embracers.  It’s not going to happen.  A better 
strategy is to spend time and energy first with the 50% of people who want to understand 
the change, how it benefits them and the organization and why change is important and 
necessary.  This is your highest-leverage group, and they are worth your time and energy. 
Talk to them.  Engage with them.  Explain the change and your own reaction to how 
changes will affect the group. 
   Next, encourage the 20% who love change.  Thank them for their spirit.  Tell them you 
need their help and are counting on them.  Since they love change so much, let them 
know that once these changes start working, there’ll be more change to come. 
   Trying new approaches that challenge the status quo takes courage and vision. 
Surround yourself with enough change embracers and well-intentioned fence sitters, and 
we’ll be successful evolving and growing.   
   Radio will continue to change as we tackle new challenges.  Our ability to embrace 
change will go a long way in determining our success in the years to come. 
 
 



 
 

Radio Reaches the World’s Most Remote Places: 
- Shetland Islands Broadcasting Company - 

 
   Located above the very top of Scotland in the frigid North Sea, the windswept Shetland 
Islands are known for fishing, sheep herding, farming, and, in recent years, oil and gas 
production.  The largest of the Shetland Islands is known as “the Mainland,” and is home 
to the Shetland Islands Broadcasting Company, a privately owned local station. 
   Since signing on November 26, 1987, the SIBC has built its reputation by offering 
original content 24/7.  The station’s studios are located in a one-storey building in 
Lerwick; the Shetland Islands’ largest port.  SIBC generates its own programming and 
it's format is hit music and local music, along with local news 24/7/365.   
 

 
 

economics.  Income is modest, and running the station means running it within its means.  
In terms of its impact, offering an audio stream to the world has been considerable in 
numbers, less so in hours and insignificant in income.  Still, the benefit of running this 
family-owned station is the same as all family-owned businesses, they are our their 
bosses.  And radio, the business they love. 
 

 

 

   SIBC stands out as the only commercial 
radio station for 200 miles and broadcasts 
on two FM frequencies, on 102.2 MHz FM 
in Lerwick and 96.2 MHz FM on the island 
of Bressay, using 15 kW ERP.  The station 
prides itself on providing detailed local 
news coverage; including stories such as 
passenger movements at Sumburgh airport 
and world news and music in all of its 
varieties, in a smooth-flowing format that 
is professional and easy on the ears. 
The main challenge of operating SIBC 
which is a family-owned business, is  

   Ian Anderson, the station's main owner, 
was previously a broadcaster for the BBC 
and Radio Forth, as well as pirate radio 
stations including Radio Atlantis, Radio 
Northsea International, and Radio Caroline.  
He's even listed on "The Pirate Radio Hall of 
Fame." 
   SIBC’s broadcasts are aimed at the 
Shetland Islands area but anyone outside the 
area that wants to listen, can visit their 
website at: http://www.sibc.co.uk/ which 
provides a link to listen-live to their 
broadcasts. 
 



 
 

A Return for Radio Australia? 
 

   On January 31st, 2017, Short-Wave-Listeners around the world, bid farewell to an old 
friend - Radio Australia.  The end of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’ shortwave 
services hit hard in Australia, especially among remote communities and in the Northern 
Territory.  Pressure has since been put on the Australian government to restore what was, 
for many, a lifeline.  
   According to the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, the end of Radio Australia came 
about to, "dispense with outdated technology" adding, "while shortwave technology has 
served audiences well for many decades, it is now nearly a century old and serves a very 
limited audience".  

 

   Senator Scullion went on to say that the end of Radio Australia, was a really poor 
decision by the ABC Board which is supposed to ensure the broadcaster provides 
services, such as the shortwave radio service, not provided by other organizations.  In late 
November, Shadow Minister for Regional Communications, Stephen Jones, vowed along 
with Senator Malarndirri McCarthy and Warren Snowdon that victory in the elections 
would bring a revival of ABC shortwave.  Advocates for the return of service applauded 
the announcement.  They included Chris Nott, president of the NT Cattlemen's 
Association, who said that HF shortwave radio transmitters are a necessity in the bush 
where mobile and data coverage doesn't exist for FM and AM radio. 
   In the mean time, all we can do is hope that this year, the right politicians get elected 
"Down-Under" and live up to their campaign promises to bring back the familiar sign-on 
of "Waltzing Mitalda" and the interval signal of Radio Australia of the call of the 
Laughing Kookaburra, back to the air waves. 
   For those with interests, several listeners recorded the last broadcast heard from Radio 
Australia on January 31st, 2017.  Their recordings are available in streaming format, at: 
https://shortwavearchive.com/archive/listers-record-final-moments-of-the-radio-australia-shortwave-service-january-31-2017 

 

   Now, 2019 is election season in Australia, and 
campaign promises are being made as to Radio 
Australia's return to the shortwaves.  With those 
elections looming, a Labor Government under 
Opposition Leader Bill Shorten, has vowed to 
provide the $2 million in funds the independent 
national broadcaster needs to bring services back.  
At the time the government silenced the service, 
citing budget issues, Senator Nigel Scullion, 
minister for indigenous affairs, declared shortwave 
to be vital, particularly during cyclones, floods and 
other emergencies.   



 
 
   The next big chance to ooh and ahh at the sky happens Sunday night / Monday 
morning, January 20th - 21st.  For just over an hour, the moon will turn an eerie red.  
This total lunar eclipse should be visible to all of North America, all of South America, 
and a few areas of Western Europe and Africa will be able to see the total eclipse. 
   In this upcoming event, the Earth will come between the sun and the moon in 
opposition, so that the shadow of our planet is cast entirely across the moon.  Is the 
Eclipse different than a Blood Moon?  Not really, but that term, as metal as it sounds, 
comes from astrologers and conspiracy theorists.  Everyone uses the term, but it doesn’t 
mean anything scientifically. 
 

 
 

   You’ll want to stay up late and be patient. The wind-up to the eclipse is long, starting at 
about 9:36 p.m. CST on Sunday, January 20th, when the first hints of the eclipse will 
start to hit the moon.  This is called the penumbral eclipse, and involves a slight 
darkening of the moon’s surface in preparation for the rest of the total eclipse.  The first 
portion of the partial eclipse phase will begin less than an hour later, at 10:33 p.m.  The 
total eclipse phase will begin at 11:41 p.m. Sunday night, January 20th.  
   The Moon will be in a total eclipse for a little more than an hour, turning an orange-red 
thanks to the shadow cast by the Earth.  It will reach “maximum eclipse” at 12:12 a.m. 
CST, Monday morning, before ending at 12:43 a.m.  It will then enter another partial 
phase, lasting until 1:50 a.m.  If you’re still up at this point, the last shadows will leave 
the moon at 2:48 a.m. 
   The light coming through Earth is heavily filtered, with our atmosphere taking much of 
the brunt of filtering the light hitting the day side.  When it gets to the thickest parts of the 
atmosphere, only the red band is “long” enough to make it through, with yellow and blue 
absorbing into the atmosphere.  This effect gives the moon its reddish tint during an 
eclipse. 
 

Lunar Eclipse 



 

 
   Originally from Trinidad and Tobago, Ria had been licensed there as a ham since 
December, 1997.  After emigrating to the United States, in 2001, she attended a VE exam 
session and took the Technician, General and Extra Class exams in one sitting - as well as 
the Morse code test - which at the time was 5 words-per-minute.  This was no great 
challenge as she had been licensed for 3 years in Trinidad and Tobago, where they 
required a 12 words-per-minute code test.   
   For her, the amateur radio hobby's main appeal is homebrew and kit building.  It's 
experimental nature.  She says she could never be solely an operator of commercially 
built equipment and sees herself as a tinkerer, a builder, and a hacker.  This clearly shows 
in her station which she assembled herself - including the antenna's and tower work. 
 

  
Vice President at a transatlantic banking group, specializing in software engineering and 
systems administration.  She is an electrical engineer by education, having attended the 
NYU school of engineering.  She credits Amateur Radio with keeping her technically 
curious. "If you are into technology," she says, "Amateur Radio is the perfect vehicle for 
learning more about it."  She adds, "Don't ever let anyone tell you that you can’t do it." 
   And... as if she doesn't already have enough to do, here recently, she was elected as the 
ARRL Hudson Division Director, with her term beginning January 1st. 
   Ria says that through her diverse activities in Amateur Radio, she recognizes the 
diversity in Amateur Radio and that it is truly a globally diverse community, and her 
world view has become richer because of Amateur Radio.  Her work in the YLRL has 
also helped her to enrich the hobby for women, who are a growing and increasingly 
visible part of this hobby.  
   She added, "Our common bond of radio keeps us strong and part of a global 
community.  We love radio and I'm one of Amateur Radio's biggest fans." 
 

Ria Jairam, N2RJ 

   Along with being busy as a mother of  7 
year-old triplets, she is quite busy in her 
pursuits in amateur radio.   She is an active 
contester on both voice and CW and has 
earned her Worked All States, Worked All 
Zones and 9-Band DXCC.  She is also active 
in Skywarn and is a Volunteer Examiner. 
   She is a member of the New Jersey DX 
Asso., the Frankford Radio Club, the Fair 
Lawn ARC, the Sussex County ARC, YLRL, 
the British Young Ladies Amateur Radio 
Asso., and is the Chairperson for the 2nd 
District YLRL as well as a Life Member of 
the ARRL. 
   In her professional life, she is an Assistant 



 
 

   A group will be active as HI1LT from 
Beata Island, 20 - 28 January.  QSL via 
W2CCW. 
   A group will be active as 4XØM from 
the Masada Fortress, Israel, January 4 - 
6.  QSL via IK2DUW. 
   A group will be active as 9LY1JM 
from Bananas Islands, 9 - 21 January.  
QSL via F4KOP. 
   DF2WO will be active as 9X2AW 
from Rwanda, January 18 - February 14.  
QSL via MØOXO. 
   W3UR will be active as V47UR from 
St. Kitts, January 8 - 20.  QSL via his 
home call or LotW. 
   K8PGJ will be active as ZF2PG from 
Cayman Island, 12 - 20 January.  QSL 
via his home call or LotW. 
   VK4AFU is active as YJØAFU from 
Vanuatu until January 8.  QSL via LotW 
or his home call. 
   A group will be active as AU2HAM 
from Ganga Sagar Mela Island, India,  
10 - 17 January.  QSL via VU2NRO. 
   JAØJHQ will be active signing 
stroke ZL7 from the Chatham Islands, 
17 - 20 January.  He will then be active 
as T88PB from Palau, 25 - 28 January.  
QSL via his home call. 
   ON7YK is active as C5YK from The 
Gambia, until March 9th.  QSL via his 
home callsign, LotW or eQSL. 
   F5LIT will be active signing stroke  
YB9 from Bali, January 27 to February 
6.  QSL via his home call, or LotW. 
   F6OBD is active signing stroke FK 
from New Caledonia, until 10 February.  
QSL via his home call. 
   JS6RRR is active as JI3DST/6 from 
Tanega Island, until January 7.  QSL via 
his home call. 
   Special Event Station KL7KC will be 
active January 7- 8, from Fairbanks, AK.  
QSL via KL7JP or via LotW, or eQSL. 

   DDØVR will be active signing stroke  
C6A, from the Bahamas, 21 January - 2 
February.  QSL via his home call. 
   HB9FIH is active as HSØZLS from 
Thailand, until 10 January.  QSL via his 
home call, LotW, or eQSL. 
   VE7ACN will be active from Cortes 
Island, 25 - 29 January.  QSL via his 
home call or LotW. 
   OE6MBG will be active as S79AA 
from Mahe Island, Seychelles, 5 January 
- 2 February.  QSL via LotW. 
   SM4KYN is active signing stroke PJ2 
from Curacao, until 14 January.  QSL  
direct to his home call. 
   DL5XL is active as DP1POL from the 
German research station "Neumayer III" 
in Antarctica until February.  QSL via 
DL1ZBO. 
   F6ITD will be active signing stroke 
FG from Guadeloupe, January 14 -  
March 13.  QSL via his home call or 
LotW. 
   DK1FY is active signing stroke HI6 
from the Dominican Republic, until 
January 13.  QSL via his home call. 
   S59A will be active signing stroke 
IG9 from Lampedusa Island, 21 - 31 
January.  QSL via his home call. 
   Special Event Station 5K6RM will be 
active from Columbia January 5 - 12.  
QSL direct, or LotW, or eQSL. 
   KG4AY is active from Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba,  until March 21.  QSL via 
AC8AY, eQSL, or LotW. 
   VE3AXT is active as V31AX from 
Belize until May 15.  QSL via MØURX. 
   OE3GEA will be active as HC8GET 
from Galapagos Islands, 13 - 25 January.  
QSL via his home call. 
   KB8YRX will be active as 8P9CA 
from Barbados, January 15 - February 4.  
QSL via his home call or LotW. 
   LZ1UQ will be active signing stroke  
IH9 from Pantelleria Island, January 24 
- 31.  QSL via his home call.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CTARC Christmas Party 
December 8th, 2018 
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